
Entity Products Regulated Product Description Definitions Source

FDA Human Foods

Foods for human consumption, including dietary 

supplements, and color additive Imported food

https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/ImportProgram/Impo

rtBasics/RegulatedProducts/default.htm

Human Drugs

Active pharmaceutical ingredients and both prescription 

and over-the-counter medications

Articles intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of 

disease and articles (other than food) intended to affect the structure or any function 

of the body of man or other animals. Therefore, almost any ingested or topical or 

injectable product that, through its label or labeling (including internet websites, 

promotional pamphlets, and other marketing material), is claimed to be beneficial for 

such uses will be regulated by FDA as a drug.  The definition also includes components 

of drugs, such as active pharmaceutical ingredients.

Vaccine, Blood, and Bilogics

Biologic products such as human blood, blood donor 

screening tests, human tissue, embryos, human plasma, 

and medical devices for use in blood banking operations

Biological products, including blood and blood products, vaccines, allergenic, gene 

therapies and xenotransplantation.

Human cells and tissue products (HCT/Ps) that are intended for implantation, 

transplantation, infusion, or transfer into a human recipient. This may include bone, 

ligament, skin, dura mater, heart valve, cornea, hematopoietic stem/progenitor cells 

derived from peripheral and cord blood, manipulated autologous chondrocytes, 

epithelial cells on a synthetic matrix, and semen or other reproductive tissue.

Medical devices involved in the collection, processing, testing, screening, manufacture 

and administration of blood, blood components, and human tissue and cellular 

products.

HIV test kits used to screen donor blood, blood components and tissue and cellular 

products (HCT/Ps), and products used to diagnose, treat, and monitor persons with 

HIV and AIDS.

Certain drug products, including blood bags with anti-coagulant

Medical Devices

Medical devices such as first aid kits, pacemakers, and 

surgical instruments

An instrument, apparatus, implement, machine, contrivance, implant, in vitro reagent, 

or other similar or related article, including a component part or accessory which is: 

recognized in the official National Formulary, or the United States Pharmacopoeia, or 

any supplement to them,

intended for use in the diagnosis of disease or other conditions, or in the cure, 

mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease, in man or other animals, or

intended to affect the structure or any function of the body of man or other animals, 

and which does not achieve its primary intended purposes through chemical action 

within or on the body of man or other animals and which is not dependent upon being 

metabolized for the achievement of any of its primary intended purposes."

Radiation-Emitting Electronic Products

Radiation-emitting products such as x-ray machines, 

microwave ovens, CD-ROMs, suntan beds, police radars, 

metal detectors, security systems, cell phones, laser 

gunsight, and laser pointers

Any electrically-powered product that can emit any form of radiation on the 

electromagnetic spectrum. These include a variety of medical and non-medical 

products such as mammography devices, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) devices, 

laser toys, laser pointers, liquid crystal displays (LCDs), and light emitting diodes (LEDs)

https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Radiation-

EmittingProducts/RadiationEmittingProductsandProcedu

res/UCM183653.pdf 

Cosmetics

Cosmetic products such as shampoo, make-up, and face 

creams

Products (excluding pure soap) intended to be applied to the human body for 

cleansing, beautifying, promoting attractiveness, or altering the appearance.

Animal and Veterinary Animal food and feed as well as veterinary medicines

Animal food and feed, pet food, animal drugs, medicated feed, and veterinary 

devices.

Tobacco Products

FDA-regulated tobacco products such as cigarettes, 

smokeless tobacco, and roll-your-own tobacco

Any product made or derived from tobacco that is intended for human consumption, 

including any component, part, or accessory of a tobacco product (except for raw 

materials other than tobacco used in manufacturing a component, part, or accessory 

of a tobacco product).

Georgia DOA Pesticides

Any substance or mixture of substances intended for 

preventing, destroying, or repelling any pest or pests. 

This definition includes herbicides, insecticides, 

antimicrobials, plant growth regulators, defoliants, etc. EPA regulates the contents of the product, but Ag regulates the usage of the product. 

https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Radiation-EmittingProducts/RadiationEmittingProductsandProcedures/UCM183653.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Radiation-EmittingProducts/RadiationEmittingProductsandProcedures/UCM183653.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Radiation-EmittingProducts/RadiationEmittingProductsandProcedures/UCM183653.pdf


Livestock and Poultry Regulates sales of livestock and poultry

Retail Food

The Retail Food Section is responsible for enforcing state 

laws, rules and regulations by conducting sanitation 

inspections of retail food stores. Regulated firms include 

grocery stores, convenience stores, bakeries, seafood 

operations, salvage food operations, mobile meat trucks 

and rolling stores to ensure Good Retail Practices 

(GRP's) are being followed and the wholesomeness of 

food is maintained. The retail food safety inspectors, or 

compliance specialists, conduct random and 

unannounced inspections of food sales establishments 

that are licensed by the GDA.

Meat Inspection Red meat slaughter and processing

Weights and Measures Verifies accuracy for commercial transactions 

Motor Fuels Regulates quantity and quality

Agricultural Products

All Georgia grown agricultural products but Vidalia 

onions, grains, corn, and  tobacco have specialty 

programs.

Manufactured Foods

Inspects processing and distribution of seafood 

products, food manufacturing facilities, processing 

plants, wholesale bakeries, bottled water, and food 

processors. 

Fertilizer and Feed

Regulates registration of use, labeling, product sampling, 

quality standards, and tonnage. 

Seed Regulates licenses for dealers. 

Animals

Governs the prevention, control and eradication of 

certain infectious and communicable diseases of 

livestock and  other domestic animals as well as 

provides registration and health guidelines for certain 

domestic animals. 

USDA Human Foods

Any product intended for human consumption, wholly 

or in part, from the carcass or parts of any cattle, sheep, 

swine, and goat,” per the Federal Meat Inspection Act; 

this does not include nonamenable species (bison, 

domestic rabbits, domestic deer, pheasant, quail, 

waterfowl, etc.) unless they voluntarily agree to 

inspection. 

 USDA tracks animal health and welfare issues as they relate to food safety and the 

production and availability of animals for processing into meat.

Veterinary biologics 

Including vaccines, bacterins, antisera, diagnostic kits, 

products of biological origin; centered around the Virus 

Serum Toxin Act

Biotech Plants Genetically engineered plants 

Within USDA, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is responsible for 

protecting agriculture from pests and diseases. Under the Plant Protection Act, USDA-

APHIS has regulatory oversight over products of modern biotechnology that could 

pose such a risk. Accordingly, USDA-APHIS regulates organisms and products that are 

known or suspected to be plant pests or to pose a plant pest risk, including those that 

have been altered or produced through genetic engineering. 

Plants Agricultural 

Safeguards U.S. agriculture and natural resources against the entry, establishment, 

and spread of economically and environmentally significant pests, and facilitates the 

safe trade of agricultural products.



Animals

Regulates licensing for certain commercial animal 

dealers including research facilities, transporters 

(trucking companies and airplanes), and exhibitors.  

Include circuses, zoos, educational displays, petting farms/zoos, animal acts, wildlife 

parks, marine mammal parks, and some sanctuaries. The animals involved in the 

exhibition may include domestic and exotic animal species.  Research facilities include 

hospitals, colleges and universities, and pharmaceutical firms. 

Organic Products

Regulates which products can use organic seal based on 

their policies and regulations. 


