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Citizens, Not Special Interests, Should Decide Residential  

Building Design Standards 

 

House Bill 937 would preempt citizens from working with locally elected officials 

to establish residential building design standards that are appropriate for each 

community and differ throughout the state. This legislation cuts to the core of all 

local governments’ home rule powers and undermines residents’ input in local the 

community planning processes already in place.  

House Bill 937 would prohibit cities and counties from limiting or prohibiting, 

either directly or indirectly, any state code-approved building material, product or 

construction practice for single-family homes. 

 

Local residential building design standards for aesthetic purposes would be 

outlawed, since the only allowed local building code amendments in current law 

have to be based solely on local climatic, geologic, topographic, or public safety 

factors.  

 

Just like the aim of House Bill 302, this legislation would preempt local 

government design standards on all of the following:  

- Type or style of exterior cladding material; 

- Style or materials of roof structures or porches; 

- Exterior nonstructural architectural ornamentation; 

- Location or architectural styling of windows and doors, including garage 

doors; 

- The number and types of rooms; 

- The interior layout of rooms; and 

- Types of foundation structures approved under state minimum standard 

codes. 
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