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The General Assembly reconvened on Tuesday, April 2, for the final legislative day of the year. 

As usual, Legislative Day 40 (Sine Die) was by far the most active day of the session. 

Lawmakers worked late into the night as bills and resolutions rapidly moved between chambers 

seeking final passage. The final gavel sounded on the 2019 Legislative Session around midnight 

in both chambers.  

 

For legislation to achieve final passage, both the House and Senate must agree to the same 

version of the legislation. If a bill is passed out of one chamber and then changed by the other, 

the original chamber may move to agree or disagree to the changes and potentially insist on its 

version of the legislation. If both chambers insist on their respective version, a conference 

committee may be appointed. Conference committees consist of members from both the House 

and Senate who deliberate the legislation and report out a final version to both chambers. If both 

chambers agree to the conference committee report, the legislation achieves final passage and is 

sent to the Governor.  

 

Several bills of interest to the judiciary reached final passage on Legislative Day 40. These 

include HB 381, which provides for an update on child support guidelines, and HB 492, which 

requires that an application for execution of a writ of possession be made within 30 days of being 

issued unless good cause is shown. 

 

Language from SB 38 (post-judgment filings) also achieved final passage by way of HB 239, 

which is the Business Court enabling legislation that achieved consensus and final passage.  

 

All bills and resolutions passed during the session now head to the desk of Governor Kemp, who 

has 40 days to study the legislation and sign the measure or issue a veto. In the absence of either 

action, the legislation will automatically become law. All legislation that did not reach final 

passage this year has been recommitted (sent back to committee) and is eligible for consideration 

next year, the second year of the biennium. 

 

This report is a compilation of the items acted on this week affecting Georgia’s judiciary. To 

view more legislation pertaining to the judiciary, as well as bill summaries and previous reports, 

please visit legislation.georgiacourts.gov. Bill summaries will be updated over the coming weeks 

to reflect final, As Passed versions. Staff may be contacted using the information provided on the 

last page of this report with any questions. A final report of enacted legislation will be available 

following the Governor’s signing deadline of Sunday, May 12. 
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Floor and Committee Action 

 

Legislation Supported by the Judicial Council 

 
SB 38 - Courts; electronic filing requirements of superior and state courts; certain types of 

filings; exclude 

Sponsor: Sen. William Ligon (R – Brunswick) 

 

SB 38 amends Title 15 of the OCGA to clarify the filing of paper documents at a courthouse and 

exempt certain groups from electronic filing fees in civil cases. 

 

SB 38 further amends Title 15 of the OCGA to require that new case numbers be given to post-

judgment proceedings filed more than 30 days after the initial judgment or dismissal of a case, 

and also provides for the computerized record-keeping of such post-judgment filings. 

 

(The Judicial Council position of support applies to the language relating to post-judgment 

filings. These provisions ultimately passed as part of HB 239.) 

 

Action: The provisions described above were included in the House amendment to the Senate 

Substitute to HB 239, which achieved final passage (4/2/19). See HB 239 below. 

 

HB 381 - Child support; defined terms and terminology, grammar, and punctuation; revise and 

correct 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

 

HB 381 amends Code Section 19-6-15 of the OCGA to remove language specifying the use of 

imputing gross income based on a 40-hour workweek at minimum wage and to provide for 

cleanup and technical changes to reflect changes in Federal law, rules and regulations. 

Action: HB 381 passed the Senate by Substitute with a vote of 55-0; and the House agreed to the 

Senate Substitute with a vote of 154-3 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 492 - Property; dispossessory proceedings; require applications for execution of a writ of 

possession made within 30 days of issuance of the writ unless good cause is shown 

Sponsor: Rep. Bonnie Rich (R – Suwanee)  

 

HB 492 amends OCGA 44-7-55 to require that an application for execution of a writ of 

possession be made within 30 days of being issued, unless good cause is shown in an affidavit 

accompanying the application for such writ. 

Action: HB 492 passed the Senate by Substitute with a vote of 50-1; and the House agreed to the 

Senate Substitute with a vote of 155-2 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 
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Other Bills 

 

HB 70 - Guardian and ward; guardian and conservators of minors and adults; revise provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

Action: HB 70 passed the Senate by Substitute as Amended with a vote of 51-0; and the House 

agreed to the Senate Substitute with a vote of 155-0 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 79 - Blind persons; child custody matters; provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Carl Wayne Gilliard (D – Garden City) 

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute of HB 79 as Amended with a vote of 167-0; 

and the Senate agreed to the House Amendment with a vote of 49-1 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 118 - Crimes and offenses; transmitting a false alarm; revise offense 

Sponsor: Rep. Marc Morris (R – Cumming) 

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute of HB 118 with a vote of 143-12 (4/2/19). 

Final Passage. 

 

HB 213 - Georgia Hemp Farming Act; enact 

Sponsor: Rep. John Corbett (R – Lake Park) 

Action: The Senate agreed to the House Amendment to the Senate Substitute of HB 213 with a 

vote of 51-4 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 228 - Marriage; change minimum age from 16 to 17 and require any person who is 17 to 

have been emancipated 

Sponsor: Rep. Andrew Welch (R – McDonough) 

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute to HB 228 with a vote of 155-14 (4/2/19). 

Final passage. 

 

HB 239 - Georgia Business Court; establish 

(Includes language from SB 38, provisions of which are supported by the Judicial Council, as 

well as language from HB 246 and SB 110) 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

Action: HB 239 passed the Senate by Substitute with a vote of 51-3; and the House agreed to the 

Senate Substitute as Amended with a vote of 120-40; and the Senate agreed to the House 

Amendment with a vote of 53-2 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 282 - Criminal procedure; increase amount of time that law enforcement agencies are 

required to preserve certain evidence of sexual assault 

Sponsor: Rep. Scott Holcomb (D – Atlanta) 

Action: HB 282 passed the Senate by Substitute with a vote of 55-0; and the House agreed to the 

Senate Substitute to HB 282 with a vote of 156-0 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 307 - Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act; enact 

Sponsor: Rep. Alan Powell (R – Hartwell) 

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute to HB 307 with a vote of 156-1 (4/2/19).  

Final Passage. 
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HB 311 - State government; waiver of immunity of sovereign immunity as to actions ex 

contractu and state tort claims; provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Andrew Welch (R – McDonough) 

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute to HB 311 with a vote of 166-0 (4/2/19). 

Final passage. 

 

HB 324 - Georgia’s Hope Act; enact 

Sponsor: Rep. Micah Gravley (R – Douglasville) 

Action: The Senate agreed to the Conference Committee report for HB 324 with a vote of 34-20; 

and the House agreed to the Conference Committee report with a vote of 147-16 (4/2/19).  

Final Passage. 

 

HB 345 - Penal institutions; pregnant female inmates or female inmate who is in the immediate 

postpartum period; provide prohibited practices 

Sponsor: Rep. Sharon Cooper (R – Marietta) 

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute to HB 345 with a vote of 152-0 (4/2/19). 

Final Passage. 

 

HB 424 - Crimes and offenses; include certain sex crimes into the definition of criminal gang 

activity 

(Includes language from HB 247)  

Sponsor: Rep. Deborah Silcox (R – Sandy Springs) 

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute to HB 424 as Amended by the House with a 

vote of 161-4; and the Senate agreed to House Amendment with a vote of 53-0 (4/2/19).  

Final Passage. 

 

HB 454 - Motor vehicles; operation of motorized mobility devices; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Kevin Tanner (R – Dawsonville) 

Action: The Senate passed HB 454 by Substitute with a vote of 52-1; and the House agreed to 

the Senate Substitute with a vote of 135-20 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 470 - Law enforcement officers and agencies; analysis and collection of DNA for individuals 

charged with a felony offense but sentenced as a first offender or under conditional discharge; 

provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Steven Sainz (R – Woodbine) 

Action: HB 470 passed the Senate by Substitute with a vote of 48-0; and the House agreed to the 

Senate Substitute 126-29 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 472 - Juvenile Code; procedures concerning removal considerations; revise 

Sponsor: Rep. Bert Reeves (R – Marietta) 

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute to HB 472 with a vote of 160-0 (4/2/19). 

Final Passage. 
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HB 478 - Social services; improvements to the operation of the child abuse registry; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger (R – Canton)  

Action: The House agreed to the Senate Substitute to HB 478 as Amended by the House with a 

vote of 166-1; and the Senate agreed to the House Amendment with a vote of 49-0 (4/2/19). 

Final Passage. 

 

HB 502 - Civil practice; continuances for members of the Board of Regents and the Attorney 

General; revise 

Sponsor: Rep. Andrew Welch (R – McDonough) 

Action: HB 502 passed the Senate by Substitute with a vote of 52-0; and the House agreed to the 

Senate Substitute with a vote of 162-1 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 514 - Georgia Mental Health Reform and Innovation Commission; create 

Sponsor: Rep. Kevin Tanner (R – Dawsonville) 

Action: The Senate agreed to the House amendment to the Senate Substitute to HB 514 with a 

vote of 52-0 (4/2/19). Final passage. 

HB 543 - Domestic relations; equitable caregivers; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

Action: HB 543 passed the Senate by Substitute as Amended with a vote of 54-1; and the House 

agreed to the Senate Substitute with a vote of 152-3 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

HB 551 - Controlled substances; kratom; provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Dewayne Hill (R – Ringgold) 

Action: The Senate agreed to the House amendment to the Senate amendment to HB 551 with a 

vote of 50-1 (4/2/19). Final passage. 

 

SB 9 - Invasion of Privacy; sexual extortion; prohibit; definitions; elements of the crime; provide 

(Includes language from HB 43) 

Sponsor: Sen. Harold Jones (D – Augusta) 

Action: The Senate agreed to the House Substitute of SB 9 as Amended with a vote of 51-0; and 

the House agreed to the Senate Amendment with a vote of 149-2 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

SB 15 - “Keeping Georgia’s Schools Safe Act” 

Sponsor: Sen. John Albers (R – Roswell) 

Action: SB 15 passed out of House Rules; passed the House by Substitute with a vote of 110-56; 

and the Senate agreed to the House Substitute with a vote of (4/2/19). Final Passage. 

 

SB 31 - Law Enforcement Officers and Agencies; performing any duty at the scene of an 

emergency; law enforcement officers shall not be liable; clarify 

Sponsor: Sen. Michael Rhett (D – Marietta) 

Action: The Senate agreed to the House Substitute with a vote of 53-2 (4/2/19). Final passage. 
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SB 110 - Courts; State-wide Business Court; pursuant to the Constitution of this state; establish 

(Includes language from HB 239, HB 246 and SB 38) 
Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro) 

Action: The House adopted the Conference Committee Report to SB 110 with a vote of 135-28 

(4/2/19). 

 

SB 171 - Relating to courts, primaries, and elections generally, and Ad Valorem taxation; 

compensation of various local government officials; modify 

Sponsor: Sen. John Wilkinson (R – Toccoa) 

Action: SB 171 passed out of House Rules; passed the House by Substitute with a vote of 132-

27; and the Senate agreed to the House Substitute with a vote of 47-0 (4/2/19).  

Final Passage. 

 

SB 190 - Child Custody Intrastate Jurisdiction Act; party may bring a counterclaim for contempt 

in response to a complaint seeking a change of legal or physical custody; provide 

Sponsor: Sen. John Kennedy (R – Macon) 

Action: SB 190 passed the House by Substitute with a vote of 159-0; and the Senate agreed to 

the House Substitute with a vote of 52-0 (4/2/19). Final Passage. 
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