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The seventh week of the 2019 Legislative Session was busy throughout all five days. Legislators 

returned to the Capitol on Monday, February 25, for Legislative Day 21. Both chambers 

remained in session for the entire week and committees worked long hours to pass out bills as 

Crossover Day (LD 28) nears.  

Several bills affecting the judiciary progressed through committee and on the floor this week. 

HB 92, which would allow municipal court judges to request up to six excess annual training 

hours be carried over to the subsequent year, passed out of the Senate Special Judiciary 

Committee on Tuesday, February 26 (LD 22). HB 381, which makes updates to the child support 

guidelines, was passed out of the House Judiciary Civil Welch Subcommittee on Thursday, 

February 28 (LD 24) and passed the full House Judiciary Civil Committee on Friday, March 1. 

HB 257, which updates and modernizes various provisions relating to magistrate court judges, 

passed out of the House Rules Committee and will be heard on the House floor on Monday, 

March 4 (LD 26). Finally, HB 134, relating to law library funds in counties with a population 

over 950,000, passed out of the House on Thursday, February 28 (LD 24). 

 

The FY 2020 Budget, HB 31, finished its way through the committee process until it was passed 

out the House on Thursday, February 28 (LD 24). The tracking document for the House version 

of the budget can be found here.  

 

The General Assembly will reconvene on Monday, March 4 for Legislative Day 26. Crossover 

Day (LD 28) is next Thursday, March 7. The full adjournment resolution may be found here. 

 

This report is a compilation of the items acted on this week affecting Georgia’s Judiciary. To 

view more legislation pertaining to the judiciary, as well as bill summaries, previous reports, and 

committee meeting schedules, please visit legislation.georgiacourts.gov. 
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Floor and Committee Action 

 

Legislation Supported by the Judicial Council 

HB 92 - Georgia Municipal Courts Training Council; training hours completed by a municipal 

court judge in excess of those required may carry over to the following year; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Dale Rutledge (R – McDonough) 

 

HB 92 amends Title 36 of the OCGA to allow municipal court judges who complete training 

hours in excess of the annual requirement to request that up to six of those excess hours be 

carried over and applied to the subsequent calendar year. 

Action: HB 92 received a Do Pass from the Senate Special Judiciary Committee (2/26/19). 

 

HB 134 - County law libraries; repeal a population provision regarding the disposition of law 

library funds in certain libraries 

Sponsor: Rep. Bonnie Rich (R – Suwanee) 

 

HB 134 moves to repeal Code Section 36-15-11 of the OCGA which provides for law library 

funds to be directed to the general fund in counties with a population of 950,000 or more. 

Action: HB 134 passed out of House Rules (2/27/19); and passed the House 168-0 (2/28/19). 

 

HB 257 - Council of Magistrate Court Judges; organization and provide for officers; increase 

authority 

Sponsor: Rep. Mitchell Scoggins (R – Cartersville) 

 

HB 257 amends Chapter 10 of Title 15 of the OCGA to update and modernize the magistrate 

court statutes. 

 

Action: HB 257 passed out of House Rules (2/27/19). 
 

HB 381 - Child support; defined terms and terminology, grammar, and punctuation; revise and 

correct 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

 

HB 381 moves to amend Code Section 19-6-15 of the OCGA to remove language specifying the 

use of imputing gross income based on a 40-hour workweek at minimum wage and to provide 

for cleanup and technical changes to reflect changes in Federal law, rules and regulations. 

 

Action: HB 381 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Civil 

Welch Subcommittee (2/28/19); and received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the 

House Judiciary Civil Committee (3/1/19). 
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HB 492 - Property; dispossessory proceedings; require applications for execution of a writ of 

possession made within 30 days of issuance of the writ unless good cause is shown 

Sponsor: Rep. Bonnie Rich (R – Suwanee)  

 

HB 492 amends OCGA 44-7-55 to require that an application for execution of a writ of 

possession be made within 30 days of being issued, unless good cause is shown in an affidavit 

accompanying the application for such writ. 

 

Action: HB 492 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the House 

Judiciary Civil Welch Subcommittee (2/28/19); and received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute 

from the House Judiciary Civil Committee (3/1/19). 

 

Other Bills 

 

HB 31 - General appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 

Sponsor: Speaker David Ralston (R – Blue Ridge) 

Action: HB 31 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Appropriations 

Committee (2/27/19); passed out of House Rules (2/27/19); and passed the House 155-13 

(2/28/19). 

 

HB 33 - Weapons carry license; extension of time for the renewal of a license for certain service 

members on active duty outside of the state; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Eddie Lumsden (R – Armuchee) 

Action: HB 33 received a Do Pass from the House Public Safety & Homeland Security 

Committee (2/25/19); passed out of House Rules (2/27/19); and passed the House 148-20 

(2/27/19). 

 

HB 38 - Crimes and offenses; theft; define a term 

Sponsor: Rep. Rhonda Burnough (D – Riverdale) 

Action: HB 38 received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Non-Civil Setzler Subcommittee 

(2/28/19). 

 

HB 64 - Parent and child; require child welfare agencies to make efforts to determine whether a 

parent or guardian of a child who is the subject of abuse allegations is on active duty in the 

military 

Sponsor: Rep. Brian Prince (D – Augusta) 

Action: HB 64 passed out of House Rules (2/27/19); and passed the House 169-0 (2/28/19). 

 

HB 70 - Guardian and ward; guardian and conservators of minors and adults; revise provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

Action: HB 70 passed out of House Rules (2/25/19); and passed the House 170-0 (2/25/19). 

 

HB 79 - Blind persons; child custody matters; provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Carl Wayne Gilliard (D – Garden City) 

Action: HB 79 received a Do Pass from the House Juvenile Justice Committee (2/27/19). 

 

http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1865153&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1865153&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1761622&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_ID=1761608
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_ID=1761608
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1761664&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_ID=1784413
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_ID=1784413
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_ID=1784413
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_ID=1784731
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_ID=1789309


HB 113 - Motor vehicles; prohibit license and instruction permit holders from using a stand-

alone electronic device or wireless telecommunications device while driving 

Sponsor: Rep. John Carson (R – Marietta) 

Action: HB 113 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Public Safety & 

Homeland Security Committee (2/25/19). 

 

HB 118 - Crimes and offenses; transmitting a false alarm; revise offense 

Sponsor: Rep. Marc Morris (R – Cumming) 

Action: HB 118 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Public Safety & 

Homeland Security Powell Subcommittee (2/28/19). 

 

HB 171 - Motor vehicles; use of mounts on windshields for the support of wireless 

telecommunications devices and stand-alone electronic devices under certain circumstances; 

allow 

Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Barr (R – Lawrenceville) 

Action: HB 171 received a Do Pass from the House Public Safety & Homeland Security 

Committee (2/25/19); passed out of House Rules (2/27/19); and passed the House 166-0 

(2/27/19). 

 

HB 174 - Motor vehicles; proper display of license plates; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. David Wilkerson (D – Powder Springs) 

Action: HB 174 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the House Motor 

Vehicles Driver Safety & Service Subcommittee (2/26/19); and received a Do Pass by 

Committee Substitute from the House Motor Vehicles Committee (2/26/19). 

HB 202 - Penal institutions; commissioner of corrections to report certain information; require 

Sponsor: Rep. Jesse Petrea (R – Savannah) 

Action: HB 202 received a Do Pass from the House Public Safety & Homeland Security 

Committee (2/25/19). 

 

HB 213 - Georgia Hemp Farming Act; enact 

Sponsor: Rep. John Corbett (R – Lake Park) 

Action: HB 213 passed out of House Rules (2/26/19); and passed the House 163-3 (2/27/19). 

 

HB 217 - Crimes and offenses; employees and agents of syringe services programs are not 

subject to certain offenses relating to hypodermic syringes and needles; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Houston Gaines (R – Athens) 

Action: HB 217 passed out of House Rules (2/25/19); and passed the House 170-0 (2/25/19). 

HB 226 - Courts; additional penalty for violation of traffic laws or ordinances under Joshua’s 

Law; extend sunset 

Sponsor: Rep. Dominic LaRiccia (R – Douglas) 

Action: HB 226 passed out of House Rules (2/25/19); and passed the House 162-8 (2/25/19). 
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HB 228 - Marriage; change minimum age from 16 to 17 and require any person who is 17 to 

have been emancipated 

Sponsor: Rep. Andrew Welch (R – McDonough) 

Action: HB 228 passed out of House Rules (2/25/19); and passed the House 158-13 (2/26/19). 

 

HB 239 - Georgia Business Court; establish 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

Action: HB 239 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Civil 

Kelley Subcommittee (2/25/19); and received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the 

House Judiciary Civil Committee (2/26/19). 
 

HB 247 - Crimes and offenses; battery against a person 65 years of age or older; repeal an 

enhanced penalty 

Sponsor: Rep. Deborah Silcox (R – Sandy Springs) 

Action: HB 247 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Civil 

Welch Subcommittee (2/26/19); and received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Committee 

(3/1/19). 
 

HB 260 - Crimes and offenses; home invasion in the first degree to incorporate family violence 

battery; revise offense 

Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger (R – Canton) 

Action: No action was taken on HB 260 by the House Judiciary Non-Civil Setzler Subcommittee 

(2/25/19). 

 

HB 261 - Sexual Offender Registration Review Board; change name of board; change provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Mandi L. Ballinger (R – Canton) 

Action: No action was taken on HB 261 by the House Judiciary Non-Civil Setzler Subcommittee 

(2/25/19). 

 

HB 281 - Crimes and offenses; pimping and pandering; increase penalty provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Teri Anulewicz (D – Smyrna) 

Action: HB 281 passed out of House Rules (2/28/19); and passed the House 174-4 (3/1/19). 
 
HB 282 - Criminal procedure; increase amount of time that law enforcement agencies are 

required to preserve certain evidence of sexual assault 

Sponsor: Rep. Scott Holcomb (D – Atlanta) 

Action: HB 282 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Non-

Civil Reeves Subcommittee (2/28/19); and received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the 

House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee (3/1/19).  

 

HB 284 - Cobb County; Magistrate Court chief judge; provide nonpartisan elections 

Sponsor: Rep. John Carson (R – Marietta) 

Action: HB 284 passed out of House Rules (2/25/19); and passed the House 95-69 (2/26/19). 

  

HB 285 - Cobb County; probate judge; provide nonpartisan elections 

Sponsor: Rep. John Carson (R – Marietta) 

Action: HB 285 passed out of House Rules (2/25/19); and passed the House 97-71 (2/26/19). 
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HB 296 - Superior Court of Hall County in the Northeastern Circuit; revise term of court 

Sponsor: Rep. Lee Hawkins (R – Gainesville) 

Action: HB 296 received a Do Pass as amended from the House Judiciary Committee (3/1/19). 
 

HB 307 - Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act; enact 

Sponsor: Rep. Alan Powell (R – Hartwell) 

Action: HB 307 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Motor Vehicles 

Committee (2/26/19). 

 

HB 311 - State government; waiver of immunity of sovereign immunity as to actions ex 

contractu and state tort claims; provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Andrew Welch (R – McDonough) 

Action: HB 311 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the House 

Judiciary Civil Welch Subcommittee (2/28/19). 
 

HB 316 - Elections; definitions; provide for uniform equipment and ballot marking devices  

Sponsor: Rep. Barry Fleming (R – Harlem) 

Action: HB 316 passed out of House Rules (2/25/19); passed the House 101-72 (2/26/19); and 

received a hearing from the Senate Ethics Elections & Voting Subcommittee (2/28/19). 

 

HB 317 - Collection receptacles; transfer jurisdiction of removal petition from superior court to 

city or municipal court 

Sponsor: Rep. Dewayne Hill (R – Ringgold) 

Action: HB 317 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the Judiciary 

Welch Subcommittee (2/28/19); and received a Do Pass as amended from the House Judiciary 

Committee (3/1/19). 

 

HB 324 - Georgia’s Hope Act; enact 

Sponsor: Rep. Micah Gravley (R – Douglasville) 

Action: HB 324 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the House 

Regulated Industries Low THC Oil Access Subcommittee (2/27/19); and received a Do Pass as 

amended from the House Regulated Industries Committee (3/1/19). 

 

HB 340 - Criminal procedure; revise provisions regarding when and under what circumstances 

persons accused of crimes may be released on their own recognizance 

Sponsor: Rep. Micah Gravley (R – Douglasville) 

Action: HB 340 was given a hearing by the House Judiciary Non-Civil Reeves Subcommittee 

(2/25/19). 

 

HB 341 - Crimes and offenses; reproduction of recorded material; update terminology 

Sponsor: Rep. Matt Dollar (R – Marietta) 

Action: HB 341 passed out of House Rules (2/27/19); and passed the House 162-3 (2/27/19). 
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HB 342 - Motor vehicles; issuance of a traffic citation to a vehicle owner in lieu of the individual 

operating the motor vehicle in certain instances; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Matt Dollar (R – Marietta) 

Action: HB 342 received a Do Pass from the House Motor Vehicles Driver Safety & Service 

Subcommittee (2/26/19); and received a Do Pass from the House Motor Vehicles Committee 

(2/28/19). 
 

HB 346 - Property; prohibit retaliation by a landlord against a tenant for taking certain actions 

Sponsor: Rep. Sharon Cooper (R – Marietta) 

Action: HB 346 received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Civil Kelley Subcommittee 

(2/27/19); and received a Do Pass from Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Civil 

Committee (3/1/19). 

 

HB 387 - Property; liens in favor of private, nonprofit, volunteer fire departments for instances 

of fire services that are requested by property owners; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Eddie Lumsden (R – Armuchee) 

Action: HB 387 received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Civil Kelley Subcommittee 

(2/27/19); and received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Civil Committee (3/1/19). 

 

HB 394 - Uniform rules of the road; certain personnel employed by or volunteering for law 

enforcement agencies or fire departments to assist in directing and regulating the flow of traffic; 

authorize 

Sponsor: Rep. Ginny Ehrhart (R – Powder Springs) 

Action: HB 394 received a Do Pass from the House Public Safety Powell Subcommittee 

(2/28/19). 

 

HB 396 - Crimes and offenses; unlawful for a person with intent to defraud a creditor's rights to 

deed or otherwise transfer title to real property to another person without the knowledge or 

consent of such other person; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Dale Washburn (R – Macon) 

Action: HB 396 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Civil 

Committee (2/26/19). 

 

HB 424 - Crimes and offenses; include certain sex crimes into the definition of criminal gang 

activity 

Sponsor: Rep. Deborah Silcox (R – Sandy Springs) 

Action: HB 424 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Non-

Civil Reeves Subcommittee (2/25/19); and received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Non-

Civil Committee (3/1/19). 

 

HB 426 - Criminal procedure; imposition of punishment for crimes involving bias or prejudice; 

revise criteria 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

Action: HB 426 received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Non-Civil Reeves Subcommittee 

(2/25/19); and received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Non-Civil 

Committee (2/26/19). 
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HB 434 - Education; campus policeman who is employed by a private educational institution of 

higher learning and who commits a tort while acting within the scope of official duties shall not 

be subject to lawsuit or liability; provide  

Sponsor: Rep. Bill Hitchens (R – Rincon) 

Action: HB 434 failed to pass the House Judiciary Civil Kelley Subcommittee (2/27/19). 

 

HB 457 - Motor vehicles; safety belts and safety restraints; revise provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Todd Jones (R – South Forsyth) 

Action: HB 457 received a hearing from the House Judiciary Civil Welch Subcommittee 

(2/28/19). 

 

HB 469 - Property; vehicle immobilization devices or boots to be applied to motor vehicles on 

private property under certain circumstances; allow 

Sponsor: Rep. Matt Dollar (R – Marietta) 

Action: HB 469 received a Do Pass from the House Motor Vehicles Committee (3/1/19). 

 

HB 470 - Law enforcement officers and agencies; analysis and collection of DNA for individuals 

charged with a felony offense but sentenced as a first offender or under conditional discharge; 

provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Steven Sainz (R – Woodbine) 

Action: HB 470 received a Do Pass as amended from the House Judiciary Non-Civil Reeves 

Subcommittee (2/28/19). 

 

HB 471 - Motor vehicles; implied consent notices; revise 

Sponsor: Rep. Steven Sainz (R – Woodbine) 

Action: HB 471 received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Non-Civil Setzler Subcommittee 

(2/28/19); and received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the House 

Judiciary Non-Civil Committee (3/1/19). 

 

HB 472 - Juvenile Code; procedures concerning removal considerations; revise 

Sponsor: Rep. Bert Reeves (R – Marietta) 

Action: HB 472 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the House 

Juvenile Justice Committee (2/27/19). 

 

HB 478 - Social services; improvements to the operation of the child abuse registry; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger (R – Canton)  

Action: HB 478 received a Do Pass from the House Juvenile Justice Committee (2/28/19). 

 

HB 483 - Controlled substances; Schedules I, IV, and V; change certain provisions 

Sponsor: Rep. Ron Stephens (R – Stephens) 

Action: HB 483 received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Non-Civil Setzler Subcommittee 

(2/28/19); and received a Do Pass from the House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee (3/1/19). 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20192020/HB/434
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20192020/HB/434
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20192020/HB/434
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20192020/HB/457
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855973&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855973&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855899&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855899&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855899&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855927&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855843&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855885&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1855861&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018


HB 488 - Commerce and trade; prevent organized retail crime 

Sponsor: Rep. Martin Momtahan (R – Dallas) 

Action: No action was taken on HB 488 from the House Judiciary Non-Civil Setzler 

Subcommittee (2/28/19). 

 

HB 543 - Domestic relations; equitable caregivers; provide 

Sponsor: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) 

Action: HB 543 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the House Judiciary Civil 

Welch Subcommittee (2/28/19); and received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the 

House Judiciary Civil Committee (3/1/19). 

 

SB 9 - Invasion of Privacy; sexual extortion; prohibit; definitions; elements of the crime; provide 

Sponsor: Sen. Harold Jones (D – Augusta)  

Action: SB 9 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the Senate Judiciary Committee 

(2/25/19). 

SB 15 - “Keeping Georgia’s Schools Safe Act” 

Sponsor: Sen. John Albers (R – Roswell) 

Action: SB 15 passed out of Senate Rules (2/26/19); and passed the Senate 47-8 (2/27/19). 

 

SB 22 - Absentee Voting; increased privacy and security to electors in mailing absentee ballots 

to the board of registrars; provide 

Sponsor: Sen. Donzella James (D – Atlanta) 

Action: SB 22 was given a hearing by the Senate Ethics Elections & Voting Subcommittee 

(2/28/19). 

 

SB 24 - Motor Vehicles; registration of certain electric personal assistive mobility devices; 

require 

Sponsor: Sen. Donzella James (D – Atlanta) 

Action: SB 24 was tabled by the Senate Public Safety General Welfare & Safety Subcommittee 

(2/28/19). 

 

SB 29 - Waiver of Immunity for Motor Vehicle Claims; definition to clarify sheriff, deputy 

sheriff, other agent, servant, or employee of sheriff's office; include 

Sponsor: Sen. Harold Jones (D – Augusta) 

Action: SB 29 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute from the Senate Special Judiciary 

Committee (2/26/19). 

 

SB 31 - Law Enforcement Officers and Agencies; performing any duty at the scene of an 

emergency; law enforcement officers shall not be liable; clarify 

Sponsor: Sen. Michael Rhett (D – Marietta) 

Action: SB 31 received a Do Pass from the Senate Public Safety Committee (2/27/19); and 

passed out of Senate Rules (3/1/19). 
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SB 37 - Statute of Frauds; clarify that a mutual agreement to modify an existing promise, 

agreement, contract; shall be in writing and subject to statute of frauds 

Sponsor: Sen. William Ligon (R – Brunswick) 

Action: SB 37 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the Senate 

Banking and Financial Institutions Committee (2/26/19); passed out of Senate Rules (2/28/19); 

and passed the Senate 52-1 (3/1/19). 

 

SB 58 - Attorney General; written approval that allows for a private person to bring a civil action 

regarding false taxpayer claims; eliminate requirement 

Sponsor: Sen. Zahra Karinshak (D – Duluth) 

Action: SB 58 was given a hearing by the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee B (2/28/19). 

 

SB 104 - Resuscitation; parental requirement for consent; provide 

Sponsor: Sen. Chuck Payne (R – Dalton) 

Action: SB 104 received a Do Pass as amended from the Senate Judiciary Committee (2/26/19). 

 

SB 110 - Courts; State-wide Business Court; pursuant to the Constitution of this state; establish 

Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro) 

Action: SB 110 received a Do Pass by Committee Substitute as amended from the Senate 

Judiciary Committee (2/27/19). 

 

SB 135 - Workers' Compensation; certain provisions; change 

Sponsor: Sen. Larry Walker III (R – Perry) 

Action: SB 135 received a Do Pass from the Senate Judiciary Committee (2/25/19). 

 

SB 148 - Equipment of Motor Vehicles; safety belts required as equipment, safety restraints for 

children; provisions; revise 

Sponsor: Sen. Randy Robertson (R – Cataula) 

Action: No action was taken on SB 148 by the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee B (2/28/19). 

 

SB 154 - Georgia Coroner's Training Council; hearing complaints from outside parties regarding 

coroners; provide  

Sponsor: Sen. Steve Gooch (R – Dahlonega) 

Action: SB 154 received a Do Pass from the Senate Judiciary Committee (2/25/19); passed out 

of Senate Rules (2/28/19); and passed the Senate 53-0 (3/1/19). 

 

SB 155 - Torts; damages; an action to recover damages from death or injury only actual amounts 

paid for health care services/treatment be recoverable; provide 

Sponsor: Sen. Bill Cowsert (R – Athens) 

Action: No action was taken on SB 155 from the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee B (2/28/19). 

 

SB 158 - “Anti-Human Trafficking Protective Response Act" 

Sponsor: Sen. Brian Strickland (R – McDonough) 

Action: SB 158 received a Do Pass from the Senate Judiciary Committee (2/25/19); passed out 

of Senate Rules (2/28/19); and passed the Senate 54-0 (3/1/19). 
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SB 167 - Relative Search by DFCS; foster placement for a child adjudicated as a dependent; 

determine such child’s permanency plan; provide 

Sponsor: Sen. Matt Brass (R – Newnan) 

Action: SB 167 received a hearing from the Senate Judiciary Committee (2/27/19). 

 

SB 171 - Relating to courts, primaries, and elections generally, and Ad Valorem taxation; 

compensation of various local government officials; modify 

Sponsor: Sen. John Wilkinson (R – Toccoa) 

Action: SB 171 received a Do Pass from the Senate State & Local Government Operations 

Committee (2/28/19). 

 

SB 191 - Courts; law assistants as law clerks and staff attorneys; rename 

Sponsor: Sen. John Kennedy (R – Macon) 

Action: SB 191 received a Do Pass from the Senate Judiciary Committee (2/27/19); and passed 

out of Senate Rules (3/1/19). 
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Committee Meeting Schedule* 

 

Monday, March 4, 2019 – Legislative Day 26 

9:00 AM House Rules 341 CAP 

10:00 AM House Floor Session House 

Chamber 

10:00 AM Senate Judiciary 307 CLOB 

1:00 PM Senate Floor Session Senate 

Chamber 

ADJ. Senate Rules 450 CAP 

2:00 PM House Judiciary Civil 

HB 311 - State government; 

waiver of sovereign immunity as 

to actions ex contractu and state 

tort claims; provisions 

132 CAP 

     4:00 PM Senate Judiciary 307 CLOB 

 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 – Legislative Day 27 

8:00 AM House Judiciary Non-Civil 132 CAP 

9:00 AM House Rules 341 CAP 

10:00 AM House Floor Session House Chamber 

10:00 AM Senate Floor Session Senate Chamber 

ADJ. Senate Rules 450 CAP 

 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 – Recess 

4:00 PM Senate Judiciary 307 CLOB 

 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 – Legislative Day 28 (Crossover Day) 

9:00 AM House Rules 341 CAP 

10:00 AM House Floor Session House 

Chamber 

10:00 AM Senate Floor Session Senate 

Chamber 

ADJ. Senate Rules 450 CAP 

4:00 PM Senate Judiciary 307 CLOB 

 

https://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_detail2.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_ID=1834331&L_State=ga&L_Session=2019-2020&L_Prior=2017-2018


Friday, March 8, 2019 – Legislative Day 29 

10:00 AM House Floor Session House 

Chamber 

10:00 AM Senate Floor Session Senate 

Chamber 

ADJ. Senate Rules 450 CAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This meeting schedule is up to date at the time of this report, but meeting dates and times are subject to change. 

Please visit the House Meetings page and the Senate Meetings page for a complete list of meetings, the most 

current schedules and agendas. 

  

http://calendar.legis.ga.gov/Calendar/?chamber=house
http://calendar.legis.ga.gov/Calendar/?Chamber=Senate


 

Tracy Mason 

Assistant Director 

Governmental & Trial Court Liaison 

(404) 463-0559 

tracy.mason@georgiacourts.gov 

 

Tyler Mashburn 

Legislative Liaison 

(404) 651-7616 

tyler.mashburn@georgiacourts.gov 

 

Robert Aycock 

Trial Court Liaison 

(404) 463-1023 

robert.aycock@georgiacourts.gov 

 

LaShawn Murphy 

Trial Court Liaison 

(404) 651-6325 

lashawn.murphy@georgiacourts.gov 

 

Darron Enns 

Policy Analyst 

(404) 656-5453 

darron.enns@georgiacourts.gov 

 

Legislative Interns 

Taylor Evans 

Guadalupe Mora 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.georgiacourts.gov  

legislation.georgiacourts.gov  

Twitter: @GACourtsLegis & @GACourts 

 

 

mailto:tracy.mason@georgiacourts.gov
mailto:tyler.mashburn@georgiacourts.gov
mailto:robert.aycock@georgiacourts.gov
mailto:lashawn.murphy@georgiacourts.gov
mailto:darron.enns@georgiacourts.gov
http://www.georgiacourts.gov/
https://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_main.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_Session=&L_Prior=&L_State=ga&StateName=Georgia
https://www.ciclt.net/sn/leg/l_main.aspx?ClientCode=aoc&L_Session=&L_Prior=&L_State=ga&StateName=Georgia
https://twitter.com/GACourtslegis
https://twitter.com/GACourts

