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Clemson’s Public Service Commitment 2016
FY2016-17 Budget Request

Clemson Public Service Activities (PSA) is part of a national network of 50 major land-grant universities—one in each state—that work in concert with the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Clemson PSA has state and federal mandates to conduct research, extension and regulatory programs that support economic growth in South Carolina’s largest industry – agriculture and forestry, or agribusiness. 
We are requesting the following state investments in the science needed for South Carolina to be competitive in 21st century agribusiness.
Recurring Requests

	1. Animal Industry Infectious Disease Prevention -- $750,000: South Carolina has 12,662 livestock and poultry farms. Poultry farms are the largest economic sector among these farms.   Poultry exports have risen 267% since 2000 to $142 million in 2012. Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) devastated the poultry industry in the Midwest during 2015. Iowa Farm Bureau estimated the cost to that state’s economy at over $1.2 billion. But HPAI is only one of an array of pathogens that could severely damage animal agriculture in South Carolina. A CDC study of emerging and reemerging pathogens found that 73% affect both humans and animals. PSA’s Livestock and Poultry Health Unit (LPH) is tasked with fighting endemic, foreign and emerging diseases. LPH needs to strengthen its ability to protect South Carolina’s animal industry from devastating pathogens like HPAI. The requested funds will help ensure continuity of core operations and add needed personnel.

	2. Agriculture and Natural Resources Programs -- $2.5 million: Clemson University’s five Research and Education Centers (RECs) and six campus-area farms provide science-based solutions that directly support South Carolina’s $42 billion agribusiness industry through research in crop production, disease and pest control, sensor-based irrigation, forest management, and cost-effective food production.  PSA solutions are especially critical for South Carolina farmers at this time of severe stress and unusual challenges for their operations. PSA needs to be able to continue to provide the facilities and basic operating structure necessary to enable teams of talented scientists and staff to successfully compete for external funds and to address the state's most urgent agricultural and natural resources challenges.  The requested funds will help meet that need.

	3. Vegetable and Fruit Production -- $500,000: Less than 10% of the food South Carolinians buy is produced in-state. Producing food within South Carolina improves local economies, reduces reliance on imports, and maximizes the value of agricultural land. Clemson currently partners with the South Carolina Department of Agriculture and Palmetto Ag Business Council through Small Farms/Big Business to support expanding vegetable and fruit production and the growing demand for locally grown vegetables. Clemson PSA will use the requested funds to develop and deliver research-based local workshops, customized one-on-one grower advisory sessions, and hands-on demonstration sites where growers can learn plant selection, pest management, advanced irrigation techniques, and business planning.
	4. Beef & Dairy Research and Extension -- $1.25 million: The total economic value of South Carolina’s animal agriculture industry is nearly $14.5 billion, but our beef and dairy industries face competitive pressures both domestically and internationally. The state has the land and infrastructure to support increased production by focusing on efficient management practices and breeding lines of cattle optimized for success in our specific climate and pastureland. PSA facilities provide modern testing equipment and optimum opportunities for improving pasture forage and cattle genetics. Clemson PSA will use the requested funds to strengthen research and extension programs in beef and dairy production and provide for a comprehensive approach to growth and improvement in South Carolina beef and dairy production.
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Capital Requests

	1. Agriculture and Natural Resources Field Facilities -- 
$1.7 million: Funding to continue to renovate field facilities that support Clemson's research and education centers, campus farms, and Veterinary Lab including:
· Farm research buildings that are 30 to 75 years old and are functionally obsolete to conduct modern research;
· Address health and safety issues in pesticide handling facilities;
· The Cherry Farm multi-use agriculture research, teaching and Extension site, entomology laboratory and insectary, rearing rooms, butterfly house, apiculture workshop, and 30-acre field research area and an apiary;
· Livestock and Poultry Health Unit poultry depopulation and diagnostic equipment; 
· Experiment stations and farm outbuilding and support facilities.
	2. T. Ed Garrison Arena Education/Conference Center -- $11 million: The T. Ed Garrison Arena, near the Clemson campus, provides an exceptional event venue for livestock and equine events that draw participants and spectators from throughout the Southeast and increases the national reputation of South Carolina’s cattle, equine and other agriculture-based industries. The proposed center and facility improvements will attract more events to the arena and provide an excellent meeting and instructional facility and exhibition space that is not currently available in the upstate. This Conference Center will allow Clemson University PSA to recruit regional and national events as well as trade shows in the Horticultural, Small Animal, and Agriculture Equipment Industries, etc. This type of facility will allow us to expand our ability to have educational youth events for 4-H and FFA.  It also will serve the educational needs of the university as a venue for student-centered events and indoor experiential lab space. 


Clemson Public Service Activities (PSA) include:

Experiment Station

Develops relevant, research-based knowledge for agriculture, forestry and natural resources to enhance economic development

Cooperative Extension Service

Transfers science-based information on agriculture, forestry and natural resources to commercial producers and land mangers, and individuals. Programs include agriculture, natural resources, food safety and nutrition, economic and community development, and 4-H youth development.

Livestock-Poultry Health and State Veterinarian
Serves as South Carolina’s animal health authority, administers the state meat and poultry inspection program, and operates the state veterinary diagnostic center for livestock and companion animals

Regulatory Services

Regulates the safe and legal use of pesticides, the quality of fertilizer and lime, the certification of seed purity and germination, the prevention and control of plant pests, and the certification of greenhouse and nursery plants as pest-free 
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