Georgia Association of Educational Leaders

2008 Session of the Georgia General Assembly
Report on Selected Educational Legislation
Jim Puckett

FY08 Continuation Budget:

· Provide funds for increased student (FTE) counts ($75.7 million)

· Provide training and experience funds ($137 million)
FY09 Budget:
· A 2.5% pay raise for teachers, bus drivers, and lunchroom workers 

· Another round of $100 "gift cards" for teachers; 

· The remainder of the money needed ($10.7 million) to "plug the $30 million hole" in the equalization grant program created by Governor Perdue's original budget recommendation
· $50 million to apply against the continuing, seemingly-permanent "temporary austerity cuts" that have appeared in every budget since 2003, leaving the FY09 austerity cuts at approximately $91 million.   (It is estimated that over the past half-dozen years, the state obligation to fund the QBE formula is running $1.4 billion short)
· Provide for 11 Math Mentor positions within the Department of Education

· Provide start up funds for the Georgia Charter School Commission

· Funding for 14 graduation coaches for new schools

· Provide virtual foreign language instruction to 1250 elementary students (funding for elementary foreign language media materials was eliminated)
· Provide funds ($5.6 million) for special ed scholarships (vouchers)

· Reduce funding for the High Performing Principal program 

· Reduced RESA funding by $125,000
Education-related bills passed during the 2008 Session, currently awaiting action by the Governor:
· HB 881 -- creates a state-level "charter school commission," authorized to approve charter schools in local systems regardless of whether the locally-elected school board agrees.  In addition, the bill creates a process for the state-level commission to award local monies to their state-approved charter schools, once again without the approval of the local board.   

· HB 1209 -- the Governor's bill emanating from some of the meetings held by his education finance task force (IE2) and allowing systems wishing to do so to sign "more flexibility with higher accountability" contracts with the state.  (Signed by the Governor)   

· SB 327 -- "retirees return to full-time work" legislation. 

· SB 345 -- authorizes Georgia's participation in an interstate compact agreement governing the treatment of students who are children of military personnel. 
· HB 637 -- each local school system may elect to administer, with state funding, nationally norm-referenced instruments in reading, mathematics, science, or social studies in grade three, four, or five and in grade six, seven, or eight
· HB 948 -- the now-annual "back-to-school sales tax holiday." 
· HB 1031 – requires each high school to have a defibrillator on site; trained users
· HB 1321 -- sets penalties for students who falsely report misconduct by educators. 

· SR 996 -- a proposed constitutional amendment (question will be on November ballot) seeking to allow local school tax dollars to be part of TAD (Tax Allocation District) projects.  This legislation came as a direct result of the Georgia Supreme Court's recent decision interpreting the Georgia Constitution's prohibition against such expenditures. 
Education-related bills that did not pass during the 2008 Session:

· SB 458 -- the second annual attempt at voucher legislation had passed the Senate and had made it through the House Committee process.  However, even though it appeared on more than one House debate calendar, it was never called for debate and a vote, and it is dead. 
· SB 461 redefined bullying as ‘person to person’ interactions, thus opening up teachers and administrators to be accused of bullying when disciplining a student; or an administrator could have been accused of bullying when discussing performance with a teacher, etc.
· SB 497  -- called for the transfer of all high school physical education teachers to elementary schools
· SB 535 -- Governor Perdue's bill calling for the recall of school board members in systems that lose accreditation. The contents of this bill were later folded into a "committee substitute" version of the aforementioned SB458, but as noted earlier, that bill was never voted upon. 

· SB 506 -- the SHAPE bill, much-amended but still calling for testing of students' physical fitness, was soundly defeated on the floor of the House
· HB 905 -- the BRIDGE bill  calling for increased emphasis on high school career pathways 

· HB 994 – expanded duty free lunch requirements to all grades
· HB 1286 -- would require public schools to close on Veteran's Day each year 
