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Georgia PSC rules currently allow educators to upgrade their certificate level upon completion of an advanced degree regardless of the degree program.  While many educators complete advanced degrees in their fields of certification, others earn advanced degrees in fields unrelated to their certification fields or their roles in schools.  Educators in the latter category are currently paid higher salaries for advancing their education in areas that may or may not have a constructive impact on their work in schools or, most importantly, on student learning.  
The GaPSC seeks to implement changes in certification and educator preparation policies that will: 

· more directly connect educators’ certificate levels to the certificate(s) they hold;

· encourage educators to complete advanced preparation programs more closely aligned with their certification and educational roles to maximize the impact on their performance and hence student learning, or have a direct impact on school and district improvement initiatives;
· encourage local school district administrators to take a more active role in promoting and encouraging advanced preparation of educators in fields explicitly related to their roles in schools and/or school or district improvement initiatives;
· encourage Georgia private and public institutions of higher education to develop partnerships with local school districts and offer advanced preparation programs that will address the needs of P-12 schools in improving teaching and learning; and
· conserve state resources currently expended on educators who earn advanced degrees in fields unrelated to their work in schools.

Proposed Policy Changes:

· The GaPSC will develop and publish specific criteria that must be met in order to earn a certificate level upgrade (see pages 3-6 for proposed criteria).  

· Educators will be able to earn a certificate level upgrade by completing an advanced degree program in their field(s) of certification (in-field), by completing an advanced degree program in a PSC-accepted field that is closely related to their field(s) of certification (related field), or by completing an advanced degree program in a new field of certification (adding a field).  Georgia educators may complete advanced degree programs with in-state institutions, or with out-of-state institutions that meet all criteria specified by the PSC (see pages 3-6). 
· In-field programs offered by in-state (Georgia) institutions used to upgrade certificate levels must be approved by the GaPSC.  
· In-field programs offered by out-of-state institutions must be approved by the home state of the institution and the institution must be accredited by NCATE or a PSC-accepted equivalent accrediting agency.

· Related-field programs must have the appropriate state approval and the institution must be accredited by a PSC-accepted accrediting agency.  If a related field program is offered by an in-state college/department of education, it must be approved by the GaPSC.

· Educators seeking a certificate level upgrade through the completion of a related field program that is not GaPSC-approved, (offered by either an in-state or an out-of-state institution), will be encouraged to complete a verification process before enrolling in the program to ensure that the program of study meets GaPSC criteria.  Prior verification forms will be available on the GaPSC website at www.gapsc.com. 
· Educators seeking certificate level upgrades through the addition of a new field in conjunction with completion of an advanced degree program must meet all Georgia certification requirements, pass all appropriate state content assessments, and add the certification field in order to qualify for a certificate level upgrade.  
Proposed Timeline

All existing certificate upgrades will remain intact and will not be impacted by proposed policy changes.  Educators admitted to an advanced preparation program and enrolled in coursework by January 1, 2010, and completing a program by September 1, 2012, will be allowed to upgrade their certificates under current GaPSC Rules.

Educators completing a program that leads to Georgia Performance-based Educational Leadership (PL) certification after July 1, 2010, will have their certificates upgraded pursuant to requirements provided on pages 3-6.  However, in order to receive the salary adjustment that accompanies a certificate upgrade, the educator must be assigned to a leadership position as defined by the Georgia Board of Education and O.C.G.A. §20-XX-XX.

The GaPSC will monitor the fiscal, academic, and operational impact of this policy initiative.

Proposed Options for Georgia Educator Certificate Level Upgrade
after September 1, 2012
Holders of valid clear renewable GA Teaching, Leadership or Service Certificates will be eligible for a certificate level upgrade by successfully completing one of the following four options.  These options are also presented in Table 1 on page 6.
Option 1--In-Field:  A GaPSC-approved advanced preparation program in a certification field held by the educator.  

Examples (please note this is not a complete list):

· Educators holding a T-4 certificate in Secondary Mathematics can upgrade to a T-5 by completing a GaPSC-approved Master’s degree program in Mathematics Education

· Educators holding a PL6 in Performance-based Educational Leadership can upgrade to a PL7 by completing a GaPSC-approved Doctorate degree in Performance-based Educational Leadership

· Educators holding an S-5 Media Specialist certificate can upgrade to a level 6 by completing a GaPSC-approved Specialist degree program in Media Specialist.
Option 2—Related Field:  An advanced degree program in a GaPSC-accepted related field or a GaPSC-approved advanced preparation program.  

Related field degrees may be earned with programs that are in fields not represented by a GaPSC Certification (i.e. Curriculum and Instruction, Teaching and Learning).  Related field degrees may also be earned via programs that are in GaPSC certification fields, such as Special Education General Curriculum, Reading, or English as a Second Language, resulting in the addition of a new field to the educator’s certificate and thus a blending of Option 2 and Option 3 (described below).
Related field programs of study at the Master’s degree level must include a minimum of 12 semester hours (or the quarter hours equivalent) of advanced level coursework in the content of a certificate field held by the educator.  Three of the twelve semester hours may be satisfied through a thesis focused on the content knowledge of a certificate field held by the educator.  Related field programs of study at the Specialist degree level or the Doctoral degree level must include a minimum of 9 semester hours (or the quarter hours equivalent) of advanced level coursework in the content of a certificate field held by the educator.  Any number of these 9 semester hours may be satisfied through work on a thesis, research project, or dissertation.  

Educators are encouraged to complete a verification process prior to enrollment to ensure that the program of study meets GaPSC criteria.  Verification forms must be signed by the appropriate college/university officials and must include a program of study with course descriptions.

Examples of Related Field Programs (please note this is not a complete list):

· Curriculum and Instruction

· Special Education General Curriculum

· Teaching and Learning 

· Teacher Leadership

· Reading

· Literacy

· ESOL

· Advanced degree in a content field (i.e. M.S. in Mathematics) from a Georgia institution that is accredited by PSC-accepted accrediting agencies.  
Option 3—New Field:  A GaPSC-approved advanced degree program that results in initial Georgia certification in a new field. 

All appropriate state content assessments must be passed, all certification requirements must be met, and the new field must be added to the certificate in order to qualify for a certificate level upgrade.  

Examples (please note this is not a complete list):

· Educators holding a T-4 certificate can upgrade to a level 5 by completing a GaPSC-approved Master’s degree program in School Counseling, passing the GACE School Counseling Content Assessment, and adding the new field to the certificate.

· Educators holding a T-5 certificate can upgrade to a level 6 by completing a GaPSC-approved School Media Specialist program, passing the School Media Specialist GACE Content Assessment, and adding the new field to the certificate.

· Educators holding a T-4 in Biology can upgrade to a T-5 by completing a Master’s degree program in Chemistry offered by a Georgia, accredited institution, passing the GACE Chemistry Content Assessment, and adding the new field to the certificate.
Option 4—Out-of-State: An advanced degree program offered by an out-of-state institution in a GaPSC certification field currently held by the educator or an advanced degree program in a GaPSC-accepted related field.  Out of state programs must meet the same criteria as programs offered by Georgia institutions.
Out-of-state related field programs of study at the Master’s degree level must include a minimum of 12 semester hours (or the quarter hours equivalent) of advanced level coursework in the content of a certificate field held by the educator.  Three of the twelve semester hours may be satisfied through a thesis focused on the content knowledge of a certificate field held by the educator.  Related field programs of study at the Specialist degree level or the Doctoral degree level must include a minimum of 9 semester hours (or the quarter hours equivalent) of advanced level coursework in the content of a certificate field held by the educator.  Any number of these 9 semester hours may be satisfied through work on a thesis, research project, or dissertation.  
For any out-of-state program (in-field or related field), the program must be approved by the home state of the institution and the institution must be accredited by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) or by a GaPSC-accepted equivalent accrediting agency.  Educators seeking an upgrade with an out-of-state program are encouraged to complete a prior verification process prior to enrollment. 

Table 1: Proposed Options for Georgia Educator Certificate Upgrade after September 1, 2012
	Holders of valid clear renewable GA Teaching, Leadership or Service Certificates 
will be eligible for a certificate level upgrade by successfully completing:

	Option 1--In-Field
	Option 2—Related Field
	Option 3—New Field
	Option 4—Out-of-State

	A GaPSC-approved advanced preparation program in a certification field held by the educator.  

Examples:
· Educators holding a T-4 certificate in Secondary Mathematics can upgrade to a T-5 by completing a GaPSC-approved Master’s degree program in Mathematics Education

· Educators holding a PL6 in Performance-based Educational Leadership can upgrade to a PL7 by completing a GaPSC-approved Doctorate degree in Performance-based Educational Leadership

· Educators holding an S-5 Media Specialist certificate can upgrade to a level 6 by completing a GaPSC-approved Specialist degree program in Media Specialist.

  
	An advanced degree program in a GaPSC-accepted related field or a GaPSC-approved advanced preparation program.  Related field degrees may be earned with programs that are in fields not represented by a GaPSC Certification (i.e. Curriculum and Instruction). Related field degrees may also be earned via programs that are in GaPSC certification fields, such as Special Education General Curriculum, Reading, or English as a Second Language, resulting in the addition of a new field to the educator’s certificate and thus a blending of Option 2 and Option 3.
Related field programs of study at the Master’s degree level must include a minimum of 12 semester hours (or the quarter hours equivalent) of advanced level coursework in the content of a certificate field held by the educator.  Three of the twelve semester hours may be satisfied through a thesis focused on the content knowledge of a certificate field held by the educator.  Related field programs of study at the Specialist degree level or the Doctoral degree level must include a minimum of 9 semester hours (or the quarter hours equivalent) of advanced level coursework in the content of a certificate field held by the educator.  Any number of these 9 semester hours may be satisfied through work on a thesis, research project, or dissertation.  
Educators are encouraged to complete a verification process prior to enrollment to ensure that the program of study meets GaPSC criteria.  Verification forms must be signed by the appropriate college/university officials and must include a program of study with course descriptions.
Examples:

· Curriculum and Instruction

· Special Education General Curriculum

· Teaching and Learning 

· Teacher Leadership

· Reading

· Literacy

· ESOL

· Advanced degree in a content field (i.e. M.S. in Mathematics) from a Georgia institution that is accredited by PSC-accepted accrediting agencies.
	A GaPSC-approved advanced degree program that results in initial Georgia certification in a new field. 

All appropriate state content assessments must be passed, all certification requirements must be met, and the new field must be added to the certificate in order to qualify for a certificate level upgrade.  

Examples:

· Educators holding a T-4 certificate can upgrade to a level 5 by completing a GaPSC-approved Master’s degree program in School Counseling and passing the GACE School Counseling Content Assessment

· Educators holding a T-5 certificate can upgrade to a level 6 by completing a GaPSC-approved School Media Specialist program and by passing the School Media Specialist GACE Content Assessment.

· Educators holding a T-4 in Biology can upgrade to a T-5 by completing a Master’s degree program in Chemistry offered by a Georgia, accredited institution and by passing the GACE Chemistry Content Assessment.
	An advanced degree program offered by an out-of-state institution in a GaPSC certification field currently held by the educator or an advanced degree program in a GaPSC-accepted related field.  Out of state programs must meet the same criteria as Georgia programs.
Out-of-state related field programs of study at the Master’s degree level must include a minimum of 12 semester hours (or the quarter hours equivalent) of advanced level coursework in the content of a certificate field held by the educator.  Three of the twelve semester hours may be satisfied through a thesis focused on the content knowledge of a certificate field held by the educator.  Related field programs of study at the Specialist degree level or the Doctoral degree level must include a minimum of 9 semester hours (or the quarter hours equivalent) of advanced level coursework in the content of a certificate field held by the educator.  Any number of these 9 semester hours may be satisfied through work on a thesis, research project, or dissertation.
For any out-of-state program (in-field or related field), the program must be approved by the home state of the institution and the institution must be accredited by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) or by a GaPSC-accepted equivalent accrediting agency.  Educators seeking an upgrade with an out-of-state program are encouraged to complete a prior verification process prior to enrollment. 
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