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Poultry 
• Commercial Poultry 

• Backyard Breeders 

• Private/Special Collections 

• Wildlife (migratory 
waterfowl) can spread the 
disease to commercial 
poultry 
 

*Chickens, turkeys, pheasants, quail, ducks, geese and guinea fowl 
 



Flyways Update (3/2015) 



US Poultry Inventory 

Source: http://www.usda.gov/documents/nass-poultry-stats-factsheet.pdf 



Updates on Avian Influenza 



Emergency Rule 

“Testing of 
all live birds 
entering 
Georgia” 
effective 
March 10, 
2015; 
renewed 
July 2015 



GDA Preparedness 

• Routinely train and exercise with local, state, 
and federal partners 

• Implemented ICS staff for impending response 

• GDA & GPLN staff sent to Minnesota for 
training and to assist with national response 
efforts 

• Equipment for response and biosecurity needs 

• Foaming Training, Poultry 101 

• GFC Training on IMT positions 

 



Disposal 
Coordination Meetings with DNR  

• Landfill sites (accept animals) & disposal criteria 

• Technical Advisors for response planning 

• Depopulation Strike Team and staff will participate in 
Depopulation trainings 

Coordination Meetings with UGA Extension 

• Composting Technical Advisor: Dr. Casey Ritz 

• Welfare Technical Advisor: Dr.  Bruce Webster 

• Composting Train-the-Trainer 

 

 



Worker/Owner Safety 
Coordination meetings with DPH 

• Recommendations that poultry industry 
staff/workers get seasonal flu vaccination 

• Direct Active Monitoring of workers who have 
contact with birds will take place(similar to what was 
used with Ebola)  

• Critical Incident Stress Debriefings: mental health 
referrals, if needed 

Coordination meetings with DOD 

• Planning SME 

• Biosecurity Training (PPE, Decon, C&D, Risks)  

 



Outreach: Public Information 
• Communications on AI preparations and response 

are critical.   

• Julie McPeake: Virtual JIC has been established. AI 
Briefing at SOC.  FAQ sheet has being created. 

• GDA Activated Toll Free Hot Line 855-491-1432 

• GDA Website for HPAI created 

• Outreach initiatives aimed at Industry, Backyard 
Facilities, Wildlife, Public 

• CHICKEN IS SAFE TO EAT!  Encourage good hygiene 
practices, including handwashing techniques and 
stress cooking to proper temperatures 



National Veterinary Stockpile Plan 
• Update to the Georgia NVS 

and Logistics plan 

• Webinar was conducted July 
30, 2015 

• TTX was conducted August 
13, 2015 at State Operations 
Center in Atlanta, GA 

• NVS is a deployable resource 
with equipment assets and 
personnel (contractors) that 
will aide and assist us in our 
operational response. 



Other response preparations 

• Weekly HPAI planning meetings with state and federal staff 

• GEMA Executive Briefing: WebEOC dashboard created regarding HPAI 

• ESF 11 Support Agency Briefing  

• Partnership with industry 

• Phone line Surge Response: SUPHER line & Ag Hotline 

 

 



GDA at Work 



Importance of Biosecurity! 



Questions?? 

Gary Kelley 
Gary.kelley@agr.georgia.gov  Cell #404-693-2416 


