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Thousands of people move to Atlanta each year, attracted by the jobs, quality of life, airport, weather, schools, and general openness and opportunity offered by the Southeast’s largest city.
But getting to know the Big Peach or Hotlanta can seem maddening, starting with the dozens and dozens of roads, streets, courts and avenues with Peachtree in their name.
To help newcomers navigate the people, places, culture and history of Atlanta, Atlanta Business Chronicle’s editors and reporters put together this brief guide.
Want to find a great place for barbecue or fried chicken? Wondering where to send your child to school? Curious about where Atlantans spend their time and money? Here are some facts and lists to get you started finding your way around and feeling more at home.
Famous books about Atlanta
· “A Man In Full,” by Tom Wolfe 
· “Driving Miss Daisy,” by Alfred Uhry 
· “Gone With The Wind,” by Margaret Mitchell 
· “The Great Santini,” by Pat Conroy (references Atlanta and Conroy is Atlanta-born) 
· “Peachtree Road,” by Anne Rivers Siddons 
· ”Sharky’s Machine,” by William Diehl 
Great disasters
· The siege and burning of Atlanta, 1864 
· The Atlanta race riot, 1906 
· The Winecoff Hotel fire, 1946 
· The Orly crash, 1962 
Southern sayings and what they mean
· Bless your heart. — You don’t quite get it but we forgive you anyway./You poor, pitiful thing; you have my sympathy. 
· That dog won’t hunt. — I don’t believe what you just said./That’s not going to work. 
· Down/over yonder — A place some distance away; often the next block but can be a 50-mile drive. 
· How y’all doing? — Combined greeting/question; “you all” intentional even when said to a single person (as the inquirer means to ask after your loved ones at the same time as you). 
· You catch more flies with honey than vinegar. — Gentle admonition to be polite/sweet. 
· House wine of the South — Sweet tea. 
· Fixin’ to — About to do something, as in “I’m fixin’ to go to the store.” 
· Y’all come back — Go away. 
· Time to fish or cut bait. — Get on with it. 
· I’ve got more on my plate than I can say grace over. — I’m busy. 
Best clubs to join
· Commerce Club A world-class club for the movers and shakers in Atlanta, the iconic Commerce Club moved to 191 Peachtree St. after a landmark merger with the prestigious One Ninety One Club in 2010. The new club opened in November 2010. 
· Capital City Club Founded in 1883, Capital City occupies a historic Peachtree Street downtown building and has a country club and golf course in Brookhaven. 
· Kiwanis Club of Atlanta One of Atlanta’s premier service clubs, the 95-year-old Kiwanis Club is one of the oldest Kiwanis clubs in the United States. 
· Rotary Club of Atlanta Turning 100 next year, this service club is also the city’s premier business club with a membership limited to about 500. 
Places locals never go
· AmericasMart 
· The CNN tour 
· The Cyclorama 
· Downtown convention restaurants 
· Hard Rock Café 
· The Sundial restaurant 
· The Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
Historic family names
· Candler — For Candler Park and the Candler building, named for Asa G. Candler, founder of The Coca-Cola Co. 
· Carter — For The Carter Center, named for former President Jimmy Carter. 
· Grant — For Grant Park, a neighborhood east of downtown, named for Lemuel Grant, a city official during the 1800s who had land set aside for the park. 
· Hartsfield — For Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, named for William B. Hartsfield, one of Atlanta’s great mayors. 
· Jackson — For Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, named for Maynard Jackson, Atlanta’s first African-American mayor. 
· King — For the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, named for the martyred civil rights leader. 
· Moreland — For Moreland Interchange, the formal name of “Spaghetti Junction,” the notorious intersection of interstates 285 and 85 northeast of town, named for Tom Moreland, a former commissioner of the Georgia Department of Transportation. 
· Spelman — For Spelman College, named for Mrs. Laura Spelman Rockefeller, wife of John D. Rockefeller. 
· Turner — For Turner Field, named after Ted Turner, founder of Turner Broadcasting System Inc. and CNN, and a philanthropist. 
· Woodruff–For the Woodruff Arts Center and Woodruff Park, named for Robert W. Woodruff, who led The Coca-Cola Co. for decades and was a great philanthropist. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions people ask when they meet you
· Where are you from? 
· Where’d you go to school? 
· What do you do? 
· Got kids? What school? 
· Where do you live? Where’s your family live? 
Things Atlantans would like to forget
· Leo Frank lynching 
· Lester Maddox 
· Assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. 
· Missing and Murdered Children 
· Our highways 
· The heat in the summer 
· Izzy (mascot of 1996 Olympics) 
· Atlanta flying the Canadian flag upside down during the 1996 Olympics 
· The TSPLOST vote 
· The APS school cheating scandal 
· That private clubs would not admit women, blacks and Jews as late as the 1980s 
· White flight from the cities 
· The housing crash 
· The Braves trade for Mark Teixeira 
· Honey Boo Boo 
Little-known historical facts about Atlanta
· The city was first named Terminus, then Marthasville. 
· General William T. Sherman’s capture of the city during the Civil War in 1864 got Abraham Lincoln re-elected as president. Joseph Johnston, the Confederate general who fought against Sherman in Atlanta, later served as a pallbearer at Sherman’s funeral, where Johnston caught pneumonia and died a short time later. 
· Al Capone did time in the federal prison here. 
· Babe Ruth hit his final home run for the Braves. (No. 714 was the last of three Ruth hit that afternoon in an 11-7 Boston Braves loss to the Pirates. It was at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh.) 
· We are one of few cities with three interstate highways running through it. The credit for that belongs to Marietta’s Gen. Lucius D. Clay, the principal architect of the Eisenhower interstate system. 
· We love to tear down historic buildings, rather than preserve them. 
· Atlanta’s the former home of the Atlanta Crackers baseball team. 
Must-visit places and events
· Atlanta Botanical Garden 
· Atlanta Opera 
· Auburn Avenue 
· Carlos Museum 
· Fernbank Museum 
· Dragon*Con 
· Fox Theatre 
· High Museum/Atlanta Symphony 
Movies shot in Georgia
· “Conrack” 
· “Deliverance” 
· “Driving Miss Daisy” 
· “Drumline” 
· “Forrest Gump” 
· “Fried Green Tomatoes” 
· “Glory” 
· “Manhunter” 
· “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil” 
· “My Cousin Vinny” 
· “Remember the Titans” 
· “School Daze” 
· “Sharky’s Machine” 
· “The Blind Side” 
· “The Four Seasons” 
· “The Great Locomotive Chase” 
· “The Hunger Games: Catching Fire” (Sequel to “The Hunger Games,” is being shot here) 
· “The Long Riders” 
· The Madea movies 
· “The Slugger’s Wife” 
· “We Were Soldiers”

