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The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) SUPPORTS HB 685. This bill establishes a
minimum of 50% and a maximum of 90% for the State share of a county library capital

project.

Under current law, the maximum State share of a county library capital project is 50%. As
found in the recent study conducted by the Maryland State Department of Education, the
current State share maximum has prevented several counties from pursuing capital projects,
as they were unable to meet the match. Under this bill, State share of county library capital
project funding will be based on the State aid formula and will more accurately reflect the
disparities and needs of counties. Beginning in FY 2014, the new formula will provide more
than 50% State share funding to twelve counties for their library capital grants approved by
the State through the public library capital grant program.

The counties, who share responsibility with the State for Maryland’s libraries, support the

State’s continued commitment toward our common public infrastructure goals.

Accordingly, MACo urges the Committee to issue a FAVORABLE report on HB 685.

169 Conduit Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
410.269.0043 BALT/ANNAP & 301.261.1140 WASH DC & 410.268.1775 FAX
www.mdcounties.org



