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The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) SUPPORTS Senate Bill 338. This bill would establish
the Statewide Interoperability Radio Control Board in the Department of Information Technology. The
Radio Control Board would manage and oversee MD FiRST, the Statewide Interoperable Public Safety
Radio System. County governments across Maryland have partnered with the State in building MD
FiRST and are pleased to support the creation of an inclusive and representative governance body to
ensure the System’s continued success.
In 2010, the State of Maryland began building an interoperable radio system for first responders to use
statewide in an emergency. MD FiRST is now operational throughout central Maryland and the
Eastern Shore, and state and local public safety agencies are beginning to use the system. Several
county public safety agencies are already realizing the benefits of joining Maryland FiRST, including
the ability to coordinate operations across jurisdictional lines. Some counties, however, have been
hesitant to join MD FiRST because of its lack of governance structure.
The creation of an inclusive and representative governance structure ensures that progress on MD
FiRST, including its technical completion, and user participation, will continue. The Radio Control
Board as envisioned reflects the partnership between users that is integral to the viability of shared
communications system and will be key to the completion of MD FiRST over the next couple of years.
The Radio Control Board representative membership will be ideal for leading coordinated efforts
including shared infrastructure, joint procurement of equipment, standardized procedures, prioritized
maintenance, and collaborative assessment of resources. The Board will also be best suited to
represent the System’s users in developing agreements with federal agencies and other outside users.
For these reasons, MACo SUPPORTS SB 338 and recommends the Committee issue a FAVORABLE
report.
Attached to this testimony are letters of support from Caroline County, Cecil County, Garrett County,
Montgomery County, Queen Anne’s County, the Maryland Emergency Management Association
(MEMA), and the Maryland State Firemen’s Association (MSFA).
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County Attorney
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The Honorable Thomas M. Middleton
Chairman
Finance Committee
3 East, Miller Senate Building
11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
RE: SENATE BILL 338 – PUBLIC SAFETY – STATEWIDE INTEROPERABILITY RADIO CONTROL
BOARD – ESTABLISHED
Dear Chairman Hammen:
We, the Board of Garrett County Commissioners, would like to register our support for Senate Bill 338,
Public Safety – Statewide Interoperability Radio Control Board – Established.
This legislation would establish a statewide interoperability radio control board in the Department of
Information Technology. In 2012, the Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC) formally
recommended that a radio governance board with membership from both State and local agencies be established to
oversee the network.
Through the Governor’s commitment to interoperable communications for public safety officers statewide,
the first stages have been completed (Maryland FiRST) and the system is already providing enhanced radio
performance and is anticipated to be fully operational within the next few years.
The new Board would establish standard operating procedures, quality of service standards, and
maintenance guidelines for the system as well as advising the Governor and General Assembly on resources needed
to meet the needs for public safety communications statewide.
We respectfully request that you consider setting forth legislation to establish such a Board.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
_________________________________________

Robert G. Gatto, Chairman

_________________________________________
Gregan T. Crawford, Commissioner
_________________________________________
James M. Raley, Commissioner
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Public Safety- Statewide Interoperability Radio Control Board- Established
Montgomery County supports SB 338 to establish a formal governance structure responsible
for the collaborative management of Maryland FiRST, the State’s new 700MHz public safety
communications system. Statewide interoperability is critical during regional disasters
requiring seamless communication between our local, state and federal emergency response
partners, as well as ensuring a reliable communications system responsive to day-to-day
emergencies crossing county lines.
Montgomery County has been participating in Maryland FiRST not only to enhance the
system’s interoperability, but also to provide access to existing infrastructure that can reduce
project costs and extend last-mile connectivity. The County is committed to improving public
safety technology, and we participate in monthly meetings of Maryland’s Practitioner Steering
Committee of the Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee responsible for promoting
compatible communications systems for emergency and public safety agencies. The creation
of a governance board comprised of both state and local agencies will secure significant and
essential local investment and ensure the success of a statewide public safety radio system.
Montgomery County urges a favorable report on SB 338.
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February 18, 2014
The Honorable Thomas M. Middleton
Chairman
Senate Finance Committee
3 East, Miller Senate Building
11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Chairman Middleton,
On behalf of the Maryland Emergency Management Association, I am writing to request your support of
SB 338 Statewide interoperability Radio control Board – Established.
Through your commitment to interoperable communications for public safety statewide, the first stages of
Maryland FiRST have been completed and the system is already providing enhanced radio performance in the
eastern and central regions of Maryland. Anticipated to be fully operational within the next few years,
Maryland FiRST will allow public safety responders from State, County and Local agencies to communicate
across a single, interoperable system, improving incident management from day-to-day and providing
invaluable assistance during catastrophic emergency response.
With the cooperation of all partners, each jurisdictional entity would have the ability to utilize Maryland FiRST
to communicate seamlessly with its neighbor, the State, and Federal responders. Governments participating in
Maryland FiRST not only enhance the system’s interoperability, they also provide access to existing
infrastructure that can reduce project costs and extend connectivity. Without a governance structure
established to manage and oversee Maryland FiRST, those utilizing the system have little assurance regarding
over sight of the system. The creation of a governance board with committed representatives of the State and
Counties, as well as recognized jurisdictions and statewide associations will protect everyone’s interests and
provide users with a role in the system’s oversight and management, including infrastructure sharing
coordination, network prioritization, standardized operations, and financial decisions.

In 2012, The Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC) formally recommended that a radio
governance board with membership from both State and Local agencies be established to oversee the network.
I respectfully request your support for SB 338 so that we may realize this goal. Thank you in advance.

Sincerely,

Joseph J. Theobald
Joseph J. Theobald, President
Maryland Emergency Management Association
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February 18, 2014
The Honorable Thomas M. Middleton
Chairman
Senate Finance Committee
3 East, Miller Senate Building
11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Chairman Middleton,
On behalf of the Maryland State Firemen’s Association (MSFA), which represents 372 member
volunteer companies and over 25,000 volunteer Fire, Rescue and Emergency Medical Service personnel
across this great State, I am writing to request your support of SB338 – Statewide Interoperability Radio
Control Board - Established.
Through your commitment to interoperable communications for public safety officers statewide,
the first stages of Maryland FiRST have been completed and the system is already providing enhanced
radio performance in the eastern and central regions of Maryland. Anticipated to be fully operational
within the next few years, Maryland FiRST will allow public safety officers from State agencies and local
jurisdictions to communicate across a single, interoperable system, improving incident management from
day-to-day and providing invaluable assistance during catastrophic emergency response.
With the cooperation of local volunteer Fire, Rescue, and EMS personnel, and other public safety
agencies, each jurisdiction will be able to use Maryland FiRST to communicate seamlessly with its
neighbors. Local governments participating in Maryland FiRST not only enhance the system’s
interoperability, they also provide access to existing infrastructure that can reduce project costs and
extend last-mile connectivity. Without a governance structure established to manage and oversee
Maryland FiRST, however, local governments have little assurance regarding the system’s maintenance,
oversight and management. Creation of a governance body that includes local representation will help to
secure critical local investment.

In 2012, The Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC) formally recommended that
a radio governance board with membership from both State and local agencies be established to oversee
the network. We respectfully request your support of SB338.

Respectfully,
Jacqueline Olson

Jacqueline Olson
President

