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PARENT INTRODUCTION
We are offering an exciting new opportunity to your child at _____(Name of School___).  We will be giving your child the opportunity to be more involved in the development of their Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

We believe that if we prepare your child by teaching him/her to discover their strengths and challenges; how their challenges and/or disability affects learning, how to identify the parts and contents of their IEP; and give them the opportunity to be self-advocating; your student will be more prepared for life in school and in the community.  The skills mentioned above are called self-determination skills.  Self-determination skills are defined as knowing yourself, knowing what you want in your future and how to plan for it, as well as, knowing the supports you will need to have control in your life.

There are different levels considered for each child as they create and present their education program (IEP).  Your child may create invitations for the meeting, make a list of strengths and challenges during class, introduce IEP team members, share plans for the future, create PowerPoint presentations, participate in part or the entire meeting with the rest of the IEP team, write thank you notes after the meeting, and any other activity that you and the teacher believe they can do.  
We will be having a meeting to discuss these plans in more detail on _______________________(Date/Time/Location)______________.  We hope that you will be able to attend this meeting and provide us with your input as we explore which level of participation is best for your child.

If you cannot attend this meeting, we hope you attend your child’s next IEP meeting and see what they have learned about themselves and their abilities to be successful in planning their future.

____________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s Name
____________________________________________________________________

Principal’s Name
2010 ASPIRE Student Led IEP initiative is funded by the Georgia State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG), Georgia Department of Education through a grant from the Office of Special Education Programs, United States Department of Education and is a collaboration with the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities. 
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