Georgia Department of Education


Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment (CIA) Monthly Update

November 14, 2011

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment (CIA) Updates
Contact: Pam Smith, Director  (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us)
State Board of Education Update:
Contact:  Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us)
The following rule was approved on 11/10/11 to be posted for 30 days of public review and comment:   

160-4-2-.20  LIST OF STATE-FUNDED K-8 SUBJECTS AND 9-12 COURSES

FOR  STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE IN 2008 AND SUBSEQUENT YEARS.
ELA and Mathematics CCGPS 

Contacts: 
Jan Wyche, Common Core Coordinator


(jwyche@doe.k12.ga.us)      
 

Kim Jeffcoat, English Language Arts Coordinator 
(kjeffcoat@doe.k12.ga.us)  
                
Sandi Woodall, Mathematics Coordinator

(swoodall@doe.k12.ga.us)  
Common Core Georgia Performance Standards in ELA/Literacy and Mathematics:
Reminders:

· October – December ELA and Mathematics Webinars may be accessed live or by recording through Elluminate Live! at the GeorgiaStandards.org website.
· Beginning January 25, 2012, through May 9, 2012, CCGPS Professional Learning will be made available to all education stakeholders via Georgia Public Broadcasting.  The two-hour sessions will be interactive and recorded. For the times and dates of these sessions, go to the GaDOE website and click on CCGPS Standards.  

· All GPB sessions will be archived.  Each of the recordings will be available, with closed captioning as an option, 8 days after the live session. 

· To access all of the GPB CCGPS 2011-2012 Live Streamed Professional Learning sessions and recordings, use the following link: gpb.org/education/common-core
Mathematics
Contact: Sandi Woodall (swoodall@doe.k12.ga.us) 

Mathematics Program Webpage at: http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServMath
Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS) Mathematics Update:

· All educators who impact mathematics education are encouraged to join the mathematics listserve which is appropriate to their role. The listserve addresses have been posted on the GaDOE Mathematics Program webpage. Upcoming CCGPS professional learning opportunities and additional resources will be announced by means of listserve emails.
· Preparation for Georgia’s 2012-2013 CCGPS Mathematics Implementation necessitates that all mathematics teachers participate in one Fall professional learning grade- level session. Reminders of upcoming webinar sessions are being sent via appropriate listserves.

· The CCGPS high school mathematics courses for students who will begin high school mathematics coursework in 2012-3013 have been added to the recommended list of state funded 9-12 courses via the State Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.20 (IDA 3). On November 10, 2011, the State Board of Education approved the posting of the IDA-3 courses for 30 days of public review and comment. The CCGPS high school mathematic courses are as follows:

CCGPS Coordinate Algebra
CCGPS Coordinate Algebra Support

CCGPS Analytic Geometry
CCGPS Analytic Geometry Support

CCGPS Advanced Algebra
 CCGPS Advanced Algebra Support

CCGPS Pre-Calculus

Accelerated CCGPS Coordinate Algebra/Analytic Geometry A

Accelerated CCGPS Analytic Geometry B/Advanced Algebra

Accelerated CCGPS Pre-Calculus

Support from the GADOE Mathematics Curriculum Team:

·  Mathematics curriculum supervisors are invited to participate in the monthly Mathematics Curriculum Supervisor Update webinar scheduled for November 15, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. The link to join the session is: http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/join_meeting.html?meetingId=1258877800313
English Language Arts (ELA)
Contact: Kim Jeffcoat (kjeffcoat@doe.k12.ga.us)

Update on Teacher Guidance Documents
We are diligently and steadily working on the completion of all teacher guidance documents for ELA CCGPS. The following Teacher Guidance Handbooks are ready for feedback and review:

9th Grade Literature

10th Grade Literature

American Literature: reading standards only/ partners with 11-12 standards for writing, speaking and listening, and language

British Literature: reading standards only/ partners with 11-12 standards for writing, speaking and listening, and language

Advanced Composition (aligns with 11-12 grade band in all strands)

I announced in last month’s newsletter that some of the K-5 teacher guidance documents were ready for feedback; however, at this time, all of the completed K-5 documents are undergoing a complete rewriting and revision. These documents are scheduled to be completed before the end of November. World Literature and Multicultural Literature, as well as the middle school guidance documents, are currently being completed. All documents will be ready and posted for feedback before year’s end. 

If you are interested in reviewing any of these guidance documents and providing feedback, please go to www.georgiastandards.org. Click on the Common Core GPS tab and choose English Language Arts. The landing page for ELA contains a section devoted to the posting and feedback process in place for this work. You will also be able to compile your feedback on an electronic form, which you will also locate on this page. Upon completion of the feedback form, I am requesting that you attach it in an email to either me, kjeffcoat@doe.k12.ga.us, or Susan Jacobs, sjacobs@doe.k12.ga.us. Thanks in advance for your assistance in this process. 

New ELA Frameworks
I am still accepting names of excellent and innovative teachers who would be interested in contracting with the Georgia Department of Education to write new units for ELA CCGPS. If you would like to recommend someone for this work, please let me know by sending me the teacher’s contact information along with a recommendation. Thanks in advance for your partnership and input in this critical work.

Professional Learning Webinars on Elluminate Live!  
Currently, the ELA Professional Learning Webinars through Elluminate Live! have been successful. We have completed two of the scheduled three series and have logged a live audience of almost 4,000 teachers and other participants. There has also been strong evidence that the archived sessions are also being viewed. The third and final fall webinar series for ELA is scheduled for the week of November 14. The schedule is as follows:

Monday, 11/14/11: Kindergarten – 2nd grade @3:15 p.m.

Tuesday, 11/15/11: 3rd – 5th grade @ 3:15 p.m.

Wednesday, 11/16/11: 6th-8th grade @ 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, 11/17/11: 9th-12th grade @3:30 p.m. 

Please encourage your teachers to participate in these informative sessions. If participating at the live events is not a possibility, please share with them the method for accessing “recordings” on the Elluminate Live! site. We are keeping a record of the number of participants who join us during the live sessions; however, we will not have access to the total numbers who view the recordings. We can access the number of times a recorded session is viewed, but we cannot know the number of participants within a group of viewers. We would appreciate feedback in the manner of both numbers of viewers as well as suggestions for topics or needs. We have set up an “electronic suggestion/feedback box” at the following address: ELAInput@doe.k12.ga.us.

As always, our goal is to provide you and the teachers within your districts with as much support as possible during this professional learning year and implementation year to come.

Young Georgia Authors Writing Competition

The Georgia Department of Education will be hosting the YGA writing competition again this year. Updated guidelines are posted at the following link:

http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServEnglish
An informational webinar session for this year’s competition will be conducted on Monday, January 9, 2012, at 3:30 p.m. 
NCTE 100th Anniversary Convention

Reading the Past, Writing the Future

November 17-22, 2011, Chicago, IL

For more information, go to: http://www.ncte.org/annual/registration
Early Intervention Program (EIP)

Contacts: Sallie Mills (smills@doe.k12.ga.us) and/or Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us)
Assessment
Contact: Tony Eitel (aeitel@doe.k12.ga.us)

The following assessment windows are on the State Testing Calendar for the months of November and December 2011:
- Georgia Alternate Assessment (Main Administration and High School Re-Test Options opened on September 6)

- End of Course Tests (EOCT) Mid-Month Administration (November 14 – 18)
- End of Course Tests (EOCT) Main (Winter 2011) Administration (November 28 – January 6, 2012)
The following ordering windows are open in November/December 2011:

- ACCESS for ELLs:  October 17 – November 28

- GAA (for spring shipment): October 31 – December 2

- GHSWT & Grade 5 Writing:  November 21 – December 2

- GHSGT:  December 5 – January 4

- CRCT & CRCT-M:  December 12 – January 13
The Assessment Division will be conducting the following webinars in November and December 2011:

- ACCESS for ELLs (November 15 – 17)

- CRCT Enrollment/Ordering System & Online Retest (December 8 – 9)

- CRCT-M Enrollment System (December 9 & 13) 
A memorandum regarding testing webinar events, including details on the date and time of each, is posted at:  http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing_educators.aspx.

The following important webinars were delivered in prior to today’s session.  The recordings are available at:  http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/testing/recordings.html 

1)  Assessment Updates (Delivered by Melissa Fincher) regarding the Transition
to the Common Core, Activities of the PARCC Consortium, and EOCT Retest
Administrations (Dates October 26 and 27)

2)  EOCT Retest Administrations (Dates November 7 and 8)

Several activities will occur in November regarding the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

- Age 13 NAEP Long Term Trend Assessments began in October 2011 in selected
Georgia systems
- 2011 NAEP Reading and Mathematics state results were released on November 1, 2011.  The full report can be located at:  http://nces.ed.gov/ 
Career, Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) Update
Contact: Emily Spann (espann@doe.k12.ga.us)
Professional Learning Opportunities 
Dr. Willard (Bill) Daggett RESA Seminar Schedule

Don’t miss the opportunity to attend one of the remaining Dr. Bill Daggett seminars with Dr. John Barge, relating to “Making Education Work for ALL Georgians:  Supporting Evidence from Research, Model Schools and Exemplary Practices.”  The list below provides the remaining locations and dates.  Registration is not necessary – first-come, first-served!

	Dr. Bill Daggett RESA Seminar Schedule

	Date
	Location
	Time

	December 9, 2011
	Cook County HS, 9900 Ga. Highway 37, Adel, GA
	8:30 – 11:00 am

	
	Ware County HS, 700 Victory Dr., Waycross, GA
	2:00 – 4:30 pm

	December 15, 2011
	Taylor Co. HS, 24 Oak St., Butler, GA
	8:30 – 11:00 am

	
	Albany HS, 801 West Residence Ave., Albany, GA
	2:00 – 4:30 pm

	January 26, 2012
	Dublin HS, 1951 Hillcrest Parkway, Dublin, GA
	8:30 – 11:00 am

	January 27, 2012
	Ga. Southern Univ. Performing Arts Center, 847 Plant Dr., Statesboro, GA
	8:30 – 11:00 am

	
	Augusta State Univ., Maxwell Performing Arts Theater, Walton Way, Augusta, GA
	2:00 – 4:30 pm


School Counselors and Teachers-As-Advisors (TAA) Professional Learning Update 

Contact: Emily Spann (espann@doe.k12.ga.us), Vivian Snyder (vsnyder@doe.k12.ga.us), or Jackie Melendez (jmelende@doe.k12.ga.us)

Please see the links listed below for updated School Counselor and Teachers-As-Advisors Professional Learning Webinars.  We encourage you to access these sessions to obtain up-to-date school counselor information to assist with program planning and implementation.  

	 2011-2012

School Counselor Professional Learning 

Elluminate Webinar Series

	The following webinars have been recorded, archived, and are now available  at www.georgiastandards.org


	Archived School Counselor Webinar Topics
	Grade Level
	Available Archived Webinars

	College Credit Now (Dual Enrollment)

Completed and Archived (see link to the right)
	High School Counselors
	Click the following link: 
http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876593980_1314105945312 

	College Credit Now (Dual Enrollment) Update

Completed and Archived (see link to the right)
	High School Counselors
	Click the following link:

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876593993_1316437671875 


	

	College Credit Now (Dual Enrollment)

Completed and Archived (see link to the right)
	Middle School Counselors
	Click the following link:

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876593993_1316437671875 
	

	First Generation College Student Advisement

         Completed and Archived (see link to the right)

	High School Counselors
	Click the following link:

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876596116_1314794413421 

	GACollege411 Professional Center Overview

Completed and Archived (see link to the right)
	Middle and High School Counselors
	Click on the following link:

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876594264_1315411361953 


	Tips and Tricks for the Individual Graduation Plan/Plan of Study on GAcollege411
Completed and Archived (see link to the right)


	Middle and High School Counselors
	Click on the following link:

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876594270_1316016535781 


	HOPE Program Changes
Completed and Archived (see link to the right)

	High School Counselors
	Click on the following link: http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876598194_1317053883593 

	BRIDGE Overview using GAcollege411
Completed and Archived (see link to the right)


	Middle and High School Counselors
	Click on the following link:
http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876594279_1317226633546 


	

	Archived School Counselor Webinar Topics


	Archived Webinar Links

	University System of Georgia (USG) Admission Requirements Overview for High School Counselors
Completed and Archived (see link to the right)
	Click the following archived link: 

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876598946_1320067760218


	   Aligning a Student’s IEP  with the Individual Graduation Plan

Completed and Archived (see link to the right)
	Click the following archived link: 

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876596805_1315578241734

	Strategies for Advising New and Transfer Students  

to Develop Individual Graduation Plans

Completed and Archived (see link to the right)
	Click the following archived link: 

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876598907_1316530439578

	Overview of End of Pathway Assessments

Completed and Archived (see link to the right)

	Click the following archived link: 

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876598878_1316526217484

	Encouraging Underrepresented Students into STEM 

and Non-Traditional Careers

Completed and Archived (see link to the right)
	Click the following archived link: 

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876597123_1315563894437

	Issues in Working with Migrant Students

Coming Soon!
	For Elementary, Middle and High School Counselors

	Developing Elementary Career Awareness

Coming Soon!
	For Elementary School Counselors

	K-12 College and Career Counseling

Coming Soon!
	For Elementary, Middle and High School Counselors

	Classroom Guidance and Bullying Prevention

Coming Soon!
	For Elementary, Middle and High School Counselors

	Understanding the PSAT as a 

School Improvement Strategy

Coming Soon!
	For High School Counselors

	College and Career Ready Performance Index Update

Coming Soon!
	For Elementary, Middle and High School Counselors

	RAMP (ASCA Model School Program)

Coming Soon!
	For Elementary, Middle and High School Counselors


Teachers-As-Advisors (TAA) Webinar Series
New Teachers-As-Advisors Programs

Georgia DOE will offer a series of professional learning Elluminate webinars for NEW Teachers-As-Advisors programs.  These webinars will be recorded and archived on the assigned dates at www.georgiastandards.org. 
New and Existing Teachers-As-Advisors Programs

In addition, three Georgia school systems are providing information about their EXISTING programs including successes, challenges and “if I had it to do over” situations.  Contact Vivian Snyder, vsnyder@doe.k12.ga.us. 
	Teachers-As-Advisors Webinar Recording Sessions 
	Teachers-As-Advisors (TAA) Webinar Topics
	Delivery Time
	Webinar Description and Archived Webinar Links 

	Completed 
	Introduction; Awareness/Rationale; Education and Career Planning
	2 hours
	Session 1 of 5-Introduction/Module I/ Module II Elluminate Recording Link: Recording Link:

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876596011_1318941512218   
· Introduction to Teachers As Advisors

· Awareness/Rationale

· Education and Career Planning


	Completed
	Statement of Purpose; Parental Involvement
	1.5 hours
	Session 2 of 5-Module III and IV Elluminate Recording Link:  

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876596014_1319546234484 
· Creating a Statement of Purpose

· Parental Involvement



	Completed
	Organizational/Logistics; TAA Activities
	1.5 hours
	Session 3 of 5-Module V and VI Elluminate Recording Link: 
http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258877794577_1320252130468
· Organization/Logistics

· Content



	To be Completed on November 8
	Student Assessments; Level of Leadership
	1 hour
	This training session will assist the local system with: identifying student assessments on Gacollege411 and how to utilize these assessments; identifying the roles and responsibilities of key leaders in the program.

	To be Completed on November 15
	Professional Learning and Support; TAA Program Evaluation
	1.5 hours
	This training session will assist the local system with:  identifying topics for professional learning and establishing a timeline;  identifying outcome data to determine the effectiveness of the program and sharing a typical rubric

	Webinars for EXISTING Programs
	Teachers-As-Advisors (TAA) Webinar Topics
	Delivery Time
	Webinar Description

	Completed and Available
	Douglas County TAA

Best Practices
	1 hour
	Available Best Practices Recorded Webinar:

Douglas County Schools, Elluminate Recording Link: 
http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/play_recording.html?recordingId=1258876596104_1319028077093  


	Coming on November 16
	Chickamauga City Schools

Best Practices
	1 hour
	In this session Chickamauga City TAA team will  describe the Chickamauga City TAA program

	Coming on January 12
	Ware County TAA

Best Practices
	1 hour
	In this session the Ware County TAA team will describe the Ware County TAA program


Field Trip Grant Information available for CTAE Educators:
The Georgia Nature Center has extended offering field trip grants up to $2,000 to schools in Georgia through January 2012.  Grants for Career, Technical and Agricultural Education educators are being awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.  Call 1-800-800-2786 ext. 3100 to speak with a field trip coordinator.  View grant options here before calling:  http://Grants.NatureCenter.com. 

Having trouble arranging buses for field trips?  Grants can be applied toward discount charter bus packages: http://Buses.NatureCenter.com. 

Looking for something special for gifted students?  Select a half-day or full-day EcoCamp program where students build solar toys and plant rare carnivorous plants: http://www.EcoCamp.Org.  

For more information, contact:  Jeff Gold, Founder, Georgia Nature Center, www.NatureCenter.com. 

College Readiness Unit 
Contact:  Becky Chambers (rchambers@doe.k12.ga.us) Telephone (404-463-5098) 

GaDOE and the Georgia Association of Advanced Placement teachers of Mathematics will present two webinars on special topics in AP Statistics and AP Calculus.  Please encourage any interested AP Mathematics teachers to join the live broadcast at Elluminate Live on the following dates and times: (http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe)


AP Calculus, Thursday, December 1, 2011, 4:00-5:00pm


AP Statistics, Thursday, December 8, 2011, 4:00-5:00pm

The recorded versions will also be available to view after the broadcast date.
ESOL/Title III

Contact:  Carol Johnson (cjohnson@doe.k12.ga.us) or Cori Alston (calston@doe.k12.ga.us)

Project EXPRESS for Mathematics and EXPRESS (OnLine)

Contact:   Pat Blenke (ablenke@doe.k12.ga.us) 

RTI
Contact:  Pat Blenke (ablenke@doe.k12.ga.us)
The DOE will be hosting five webinars related to Response to Intervention (RtI).  The next of these webinars will be on Thursday, November 17, 2011 at 3:00 p.m.  This webinar will feature Liberty Elementary School of Cherokee County which was a 2011 SSTAGE STAR Award Winner for the elementary level.  If the purpose of an RTI program is to catch struggling students early, then collaboration, cooperation and effective communication is essential.  Our RTI program uses the resources, knowledge and the expertise of special education to assist general education and EIP teachers to improve student outcomes.  Our presentation will provide examples and suggestions from our RTI Strategy Team in order to utilize resources and personnel within your building effectively.
To access this webinar go to www.gadoe.org and click onto gerogiastandards.org, then select elluminate live.  Choose the date of Thursday, November 17, and the session named Key Elements of Best Practices for RTI are Collaboration, Cooperation, and Effective Communication - Strategies for Improving all Three Areas in Your School, and sign in.  Please wait for the session name to turn a dark blue before selecting.  There is no password required for this session.  This webinar will be recorded.
4th year Math Courses approved by NCAA
Contact:  Pat Blenke (ablenke@doe.k12.ga.us)
The NCAA Eligibility Center has approved three of our new 4th year mathematics courses as core credit.  History of Mathematics, Advanced Mathematical Decision Making, and Mathematics of Industry and Government are the three that have been approved.  If you have not submitted these course or these courses have been denied by the NCAA please submit or resubmit them.  It is important that you submit the correct course name.  Some schools have combined math course names such as Advanced Mathematical Decision Making/Personal Finance.  According to the NCAA this is not acceptable due to having part of the title called Personal Finance.  
GaDOE HIV/AIDS Prevention Program
Contact:  Mike Tenoschok (mtenoschok@doe.k12.ga.us) 
Please send requests for HIV/AIDS Education support to Mike Tenoschok on the attached forms: 

[image: image1.wmf]RESA Application for Support Protected.doc  [image: image2.wmf]LEA Application for Support Protected.doc  

Georgia Virtual School (GaVS)
Contact:   Christina Clayton (cclayton@doe.k12.ga.us)

· 122+ courses available for Online Instruction through Georgia Virtual School.

· Students are no longer limited to the one Carnegie Unit (2 half units) per semester for FTE funding.

· Seven schools from around the state have now begun the Blended Learning pilot with over 1500 Georgia Virtual School course enrollments.
· Georgia Virtual School has made available online its full course content in many core subject areas including middle school courses, which are fully aligned to the Georgia Performance Standards.  Known as Free Shared Resources, this online content includes free digital resources such as interactive video lessons, self-check assessments, and educational links to help enrich instruction for students of all levels.  Any student, parent, and educator in the state can access the most current listing of shared learning content by visiting www.gavirtuallearning.org and clicking on the resources tab. 
Gifted Education
Contact:   Annette Eger (aeger@doe.k12.ga.us)

Health Education and Physical Education

Contact:   Therese McGuire (tmcguire@doe.k12.ga.us) 

Fitness Assessment:  

Every school must have physical education teachers trained. 

If your system or local RESA has not secured a training date please contact Therese.  All schools with a physical education program are required to assess students this school year. 

Assessment Training Information:
Purpose and Description: The goal of full day training is to ensure consistency of fitness test administration, data collection, and messaging about fitness testing in addition to improving knowledge about health and fitness.  The full day training will include: Fitnessgram test protocol, collection of student health related fitness data, the opportunity to see how all test items are administered and scored, as well as learn about best practices for efficient testing.
Who should attend? Physical Education Teachers – At least one per school 
Beginning in the 2011-2012 school year, OCGA 2-7-777 requires each local school district in Georgia to conduct an annual fitness assessment program for all students in grades 1 - 12 enrolled in all public school physical education classes.  The S.H.A.P.E. partnership will provide each school with testing material and licensing for data collection and parent reporting.  Therefore every school should be represented at a training.... it is highly recommended that two physical education teachers per school participate in the training.   Substitute teacher reimbursement for up to two per school will be provided.

· The fitness assessment training manual can be found at:



http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServFitnessTrainingManual
· Read more about S.H.A.P.E. and fitness assessment at


www.georgiashape.org
· Information concerning the least minimum requirements can be found at 



http://www.gadoe.org/_documents/doe/legalservices/160-4-2-.12.pdf
· Fitnessgram will be the fitness test instrument used.  Information about Fitnessgram can be found @

http://www.fitnessgram.net/home/
Library Media Services
Contact:   Judy Serritella (jserrite@doe.k12.ga.us)
The Exemplary and Exceptional Library Media programs were recently announced.  These Media Specialists recently presented at GaETC and will be hosting Open Houses in the near future.

The following schools were named as having Exemplary Library Media Programs
Elementary:

Parsons: Gwinnett   LMS Suzanne Skeen                    Principal: Charlotte Sadler
Compton: Cobb        LMS Peggy Milam-Creighton     Principal: Liz Murphy
 Middle
Palmer: Cobb         LMS Janell McClure          Principal: Cathy Wentworth
Midway: Liberty    LMS Cristina Dover           Principal: Debra Frazier
Clarke: Clarke        LMS Shawn Hinger            Principal: Tad MacMillan

 High
Glynn Academy: Glynn    
LMS Melissa Purcell and Amy Bradley     Principal: Scott Spence
Sequoyah: Cherokee        
LMS Jan Reed and Elease Franchini          Principal:  Elliott Berman

Exceptional:

 Elementary
Kingston: Bartow              LMS Lori Pilgrim           Principal   Stefany Howard
Medlock Bridge: Fulton   LMS Leigh Martin         Principal   Margaret Pupillo

 Middle
Ridgeview Charter:  Fulton   
LMS Taylor Wickline          Principal   Lisa Hastey
Little Mill: Forsyth                 
LMS Anna Murdock           Principal   Connie McCrary 
Heard Middle: Heard             
LMS Glovis South               Principal  Mike Roberts 
There are 24 systems that have not yet responded to the Library Media Feedback Form.  This is a short (11 questions) Library Media Feedback form was sent to all system’s Library Media Coordinators in April with a deadline of May 27th.  Some school systems do not have anyone listed as Media Coordinator in the GaDOE portal and this could be a possible reason for no response.  It is a GaDOE policy (IFBD 160-4-4-.01) that the local school superintendent appoints a system media contact person to serve as liaison to the department.  In some systems the System Level Media Coordinator holds other positions, in some cases Library Media is their only role, and in others the Media Coordinator also serves as a local school Library Media Specialist. 

Reminder: GaDOE cannot add a name to the portal.  Adding a name must be done by your system’s Security Officer. If your system does not have someone serving in this role, I have emailed Library Media information to the Curriculum Director. 

The data gathered from this feedback form will help us determine where we are in terms of Library Media programs and where we need/want to go.

The Media Matters November 2011 newsletter can be found at: http://www.gadoe.org/sia_as_library.aspx
The annual GALILEO user survey will start Monday, November 7, and this year’s incentive is an iPad drawing. An iPad will be awarded in a random drawing of survey respondents.  In addition to the drawing, the survey gives users an opportunity to relate their experience with GALILEO and to share their ideas for the future.

Please encourage your patrons, students, faculty and teachers, colleagues, and others to participate. The survey link will appear on the GALILEO welcome and home pages November 7-13 and is available at the link below. 

Take the GALILEO survey: http://galileo2011.questionpro.com
GALILEO survey promotional flyer:  http://about.galileo.usg.edu/docs/materials_docs/GALILEO_ipad_2011.pdf
If you have any questions or need more information, please send a comment via the GALILEO contact link: http://www.galileo.usg.edu/contact
Britannica is celebrating the holidays early with a holiday gift of free access through December 31st for Image Quest statewide for GALILEO.

We are delighted to set up preview access for the GALILEO community for Britannica’s new database, Image Quest (http://quest.eb.com).   

Many schools, public libraries, colleges and universities have expressed great interest in being able to help students and faculty find high-quality images that have full permissions for educational use, and we are very excited to be able to offer this amazing collection.   You’ll be glad to know that all of the superior providers are included in this collection, and we plan to have over 60 collections in the near future.  

FREE GALILEO PREVIEW AT www.quest.eb.com
The best way to see all that Image Quest has to offer is to experience it yourself.  We have enabled GALILEO statewide so just jump in and enjoy through December 31, 2011.
If there are any access issues, please use username “questpreview” and password “galileo”.

IMAGE QUEST

Simplify and improve your search for images with Image Quest. Now you can access more than two million rights-cleared images from over 50 of the best collections in the world (soon to be over 60 collections!). Dorling Kindersley Images, Getty Images, the National Portrait Gallery of London, the National Geographic Society, Oxford Scientific, and other leading names have joined with Britannica to provide the best and broadest collection of proprietary educational imagery. Teachers can use the images in their lesson plans and classroom activities while students will turn to the site as they work on homework assignments and school or course projects. Free of advertising and from trustworthy sources, Image Quest provides safe and fast access to high quality images on all topics and for all ages.

LOCATE RIGHTS-CLEARED IMAGES SELECTED FOR EDUCATIONAL RELEVANCE

All images in Image Quest are rights-cleared for non-commercial, educational use— great for teacher lessons plans, assignments, activities, and whiteboards; student reports and projects; or school Web sites, newsletters, newspapers, flyers, and bulletins. 

SAVE TIME 

Organized by subject matter and fully searchable, Image Quest provides a unique collection from trustworthy sources. With images of every topic in one convenient site, you don't have to spend time combing through multiple Web sites looking for reliable images. 

BE CONFIDENT IN THE IMAGES YOU USE

Each photo or illustration comes with complete metadata, including the source, the copyright holder, caption, and keywords. Because Britannica has done the work of finding the best photos—most of which are not freely available on the Web—you can trust the source and be certain that you're using an accurate photo. 

ENJOY QUICK AND EASY ACCESS 

Images can be downloaded, printed, saved in a "Lightbox" or virtual folder, or e-mailed as jpegs. 

FEEDBACK AND QUESTIONS

Vicki Brock (local representative)     (770) 324-7243      vbrock@eb.com
_________________________________________________ 

Bonnie Ehlers, Sr. Account Executive 

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., Britannica Digital Learning 

331 North La Salle Street, Chicago, IL 60654-2682

Toll-free:  (800) 621-3900 X7466 

Email:      bonnie@eb.com 

_________________________________________________ 

Literacy
Contact:  Julie Morrill (jmorrill@doe.k12.ga.us)

Georgia has been awarded one of six Striving Reader Comprehensive Literacy Grants.  The $25,600,000.00 will be competitively sub-granted to districts and non-profit providers of early learning.  The sub-grant competition package will be released on November 1, 2011, with the applications being due to the GaDOE by December 16, 2011.  Grants are expected to be awarded in March 2012.  To join the  Striving Reader list serv, send an email to join-gastrivingreader@list.doe.k12.ga.us.  An Elluminate Grant Overview session was held on October 4th and has been recorded.  

Migrant Education Program

Contact:  John Wight (jwight@doe.k12.ga.us) 

Teacher Line

Contact:   Judy Serritella (jserrite@doe.k12.ga.us)

Math Science Partnership

Contact:  Amanda Buice (abuice@doe.k12.ga.us) 
Science
Contact:   Juan-Carlos Aguilar (jaguilar@doe.k12.ga.us)

Next Generation Science Standards
Georgia has been selected as one of the 20 states that will lead the development of Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), a state-led effort that will clearly define the content and practices all students will need to learn from kindergarten through high school graduation. The NGSS process is being managed by Achieve, a non-partisan education non-profit. 

The first draft of the Next Generation Science Standards will be release on November 21st. If you would like to provide feedback on the draft or you know of science teachers that will like to provide feedback please contact Juan-Carlos Aguilar (jaguilar@doe.k12.ga.us) for more information on the process that Georgia will follow to collect all the feedback and submitted it to Achieve. 
2012 Georgia Science and Engineering Fair (GSEF)

The Georgia Science and Engineering Fair (GSEF) is one of a number of learning experiences that help young people meet the challenges of the future. It provides a stage from which the junior high and high school students of Georgia can demonstrate their serious contributions to the advancement of society and our way of life.

The schedule for the 2012 GSEF is below:
	Sunday
	February 19, 2012
	Last possible date to complete Regional Fairs 

	 
	10 days after regional fair
	Finalists’ paper documents and registration fee due at GSEF

	Friday
	March 2, 2012
	Last possible day for any corrected finalists’ documents / missing items / late payments to be received by GSEF

	Thurs-Sat
	March 29-31, 2012
	GSEF Fair in Athens


The registration fee per student is $39.   More information about the GSEF can be found at their webpage (www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/gsef) or by contacting the GSEF Program Coordinator Mrs. Christine Burgoyne by calling the GSEF phone line (706-542-3554 or 706-542-6473). 

Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Teaching

The new nomination period for Elementary Science Teachers (K-6) opened October 1.  The eligibility requirements are as follows:

· Teach mathematics or science at the K-6th grade level (2012 deadline) or 7-12th grade level (2013 deadline) in a public or private school. 

· Hold at least a Bachelor's degree from an accredited institution. 

· Be a full-time employee of the school or school district as determined by state and district policies, and teach K-12 students at least 50% of the time. 

· Have at least 5 years of full-time, K-12 mathematics or science teaching experience prior to the 2011-2012 academic school year (2012 deadline) or prior to the 2012-2013 academic school year (2013 deadline). 

· Teach in one of the 50 states or the four U.S. jurisdictions. The jurisdictions are Washington, DC; Puerto Rico; Department of Defense Education Activity schools; and the U.S. territories as a group (American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands). 

· Be a U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident. 

· Not have received the PAEMST award at the national level in any prior competition or category. 

More information about the nomination process can be found at the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching website (http://www.paemst.org/controllers/home.cfc?method=view) or by contacting Juan-Carlos Aguilar at jaguilar@doe.k12.ga.us

Science National Framework
The Framework for K-12 Science Education identifies the key scientific practices, concepts and ideas that all students should learn by the time they complete high school. It is intended as a guide for those who develop science education standards, those who design curricula and assessments, and others who work in K-12 science education. 
The framework was developed by an 18 member committee of experts in education and scientists from many disciplines, appointed by the National Research Council (NRC). The report represents their consensus based on all the evidence and information they collected during the 18 months of their deliberative and writing process. 

You can download the full framework from The National Academies Press website (http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13165).  Additionally, we will conduct a series of webinars to familiarize Georgia teachers with the framework starting in January 2012.

Georgia Science Teachers Association
The Georgia Science Teachers Association Conference is scheduled for Feb 16-18 in Atlanta, GA at the Hyatt Regency.  There are over 200 outstanding presentations scheduled.  The key note speaker is Dr. Stephen Pruitt, Vice President, Content, Research and Development for Achieve. Dr. Pruitt will provide an update on the Next Generation of Science Standards development.  Other featured presenters, Jonathan Bergmann & Aaron Sams from Learning 4 Mastery.  Jonathan and Aaron are mavericks in the area of "Flipping the Classroom" http://learning4mastery.com/  

Registration Details:  www.georgiascienceteacher.org
The application is open for the 2012-13 Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship Program
This program is available to current K-12 science, technology, engineering, and mathematics educators with demonstrated excellence in teaching. 

Selected teachers spend a school year in Washington, D.C., sharing their expertise with policy makers. Einstein Fellows may serve in a congressional office or in one of several government agencies such as the Department of Energy, NASA, or the National Science Foundation. Fellows receive a monthly stipend and professional travel and moving budget.

The goal of the Einstein Fellowship Program is to provide an opportunity for teachers to inform national policy and improve communication between the K-12 STEM education community and national leaders. The Fellowship Program was created in 1990 with support from the MacArthur Foundation. The Triangle Coalition for Science and Technology Education manages the Program under the direction of the Department of Energy.

Applicants must be U.S. citizens, be currently employed full time in a public or private elementary or secondary school or school district, and must have been teaching full time in a public or private elementary or secondary school for at least five of the last seven years. Applications are due January 5, 2012.

For more information about the program and to apply, visit www.einsteinfellows.org
2011-2012 Spirit of Innovation Challenge
Nancy Conrad, founder and chairman of the Conrad Foundation, has launched the 2011-2012 Spirit of Innovation Challenge to encourage students to create technologies and products that solve global issues. 

Hosted by the Conrad Foundation, the Spirit of Innovation Challenge invites high school teams to use STEM skills in developing commercially viable, technology-based products in one of three categories: Aerospace Exploration, Clean Energy, and Health and Nutrition. It is the only competition of its kind to combine education, innovation, and entrepreneurship, giving students the tools they need to create and sustain a knowledge-based economy. The top five teams from each category will travel to the annual Innovation Summit, hosted at NASA-Ames Research Center March 29-31, 2012, to present their innovations and vie for awards and commercialization opportunities. This year's challenge is supported by Lockheed Martin and PepsiCo and in partnership with U.S. Department of State and NASA. 

More details are at www.conradawards.org.

National Education Foundation Grants to Shools

Dr. Appu Kuttan, Chairman of the National Education Foundation (NEF) has announced a nationwide initiative to award grants up to $2,000,000 each to 300 school districts with at least 35% of students on free/reduced lunch. 

The NEF grant program would enable school districts to set up state-of-the art CyberLearning STEM and reading academies that enable a student to go up a grade level in math or reading in 25 learning hours. CyberLearning provides total learning solutions including 5,500 top-quality Web-based differentiated learning courses to disadvantaged students and adults across the USA. 

To apply for the grant, visit www.cyberlearning.org/grant. 

STEM
Contact:  Gilda Lyon (glyon@doe.k12.ga.us) or 404.463.1977 or Juan-Carlos Aguilar (jaguilar@doe.k12.ga.us) for more information.

Georgia STEM Festivals

The Georgia Department of Education hosted three STEM Festivals during the month of October.  These took place at Gwinnett School of Math, Science, and Technology in Lawrenceville, at Ware County High School in Waycross, and at Houston County High School in Warner Robins.  Over 2400 students, teachers, and parents took advantage of the events to learn more about opportunities in the STEM fields and possibilities for STEM education.

The Department of Education is working with the Savannah-Chatham County School System to host a 4th Festival in collaboration with their Student Success Expo on February 4th at the Savannah International Trade and Convention Center in Savannah.

STEM Georgia Webpage

The STEM Georgia webpage is available at http://stemgeorgia.georgiastandards.org
Follow STEM Georgia on Twitter

Immediate updates on grants, workshops, competitions, scholarships, and STEM resources.

http://twitter.com/stemgeorgia
Georgia Department of Education STEM School Designation

Schools in Georgia may apply for official GaDOE STEM School Designation via an application process where specific criteria indicative of STEM schools are met.  Contact info is above.
Social Studies
Contact:  Shaun Owen (sowen@doe.k12.ga.us) 

· CCGPS Webinars- Literacy in Social Studies

· November 9th @ 3:30

· Sudan Curriculum Changes
· GHP Volunteers

· Georgia Social Studies Fair

· Teacher Notes

· National History Teacher of the Year Nominations 
· http://www.gilderlehrman.org/education/htoy_overview.php 
Division for Special Education Services and Supports
Director:  Debbie Gay (dgay@doe.k12.ga.us)   Telephone: 404-657- 9959

Contact:   Kimberly Simmons (ksimmons@doe.k12.ga.us) Telephone: 404-463-0411
GCASE Conference

The Georgia Council of Administrators of Special Education(GCASE) Fall Conference will be November 16-18, 2011 in Savannah at the Savannah Riverfront Marriott. There will be a DOE Update session featuring a panel of DOE  presenters who will provide information focusing on key critical issues impacting school districts for the 2011-2012 school year. The topics to be covered will include highlights from the Division and the leader of that initiative including: 
Common Core Georgia Performance Standards/ Pam Smith, Director of Curriculum, 
College and Career Ready Performance Indices/ Rebecca Chambers,Program Manager,College Readiness, 
Georgia State Literacy Plan and Striving Readers...What systems and schools can do to affect change in their community/ Julie Morrill,Striving Reader Program Manager 
Leader Effectiveness Measures and Teacher Effectiveness Measures / Martha Ann Todd,Director, Division of Teacher and Leader Effectiveness 
Special Education Trends in Georgia / Deborah Gay,Director, Division of Special Education. 
 

2011-2012 National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE) Professional Development Series 

The Division of Special Education subscribes to this series and annually provides this information free to Georgia school districts. Available on Oct 26th as a part of a fall release is: "Section 504 Issues for Students with Disabilities: Case Law and Implications for Practice".

The conference series is accessible at anytime using a web-delivery system and by using the following directions: 

·         Open your web browser to http://pd.nasdse.org/
·         Click on the conference you would like to view

·         You will be taken to a screen that asks for an access code

·         The access code will not change throughout the series.  All of the documents needed for participation will be directly available for download when participants log in.  Georgia’s access code is: 1112GA55 

Key features to note:

·         The web-delivery system features full-text searchable knowledge base to allow you to search for key concepts throughout the conference session.

·         All Power Points and background documents will be available for download on the conference page.   

·         Both the web and DVD versions of the conference utilize verbatim transcription and captioning. 
Special Education Directors' Monthly Webinars via Elluminate
The Director and staff of the Division of Special Education provide monthly updates for Special Education directors around the state via Elluminate Live on the second Monday of every month at 1:00 pm.
Future dates are:

November 14th, 2011

December 12th, 2011

January 9th, 2012

February 13th, 2012

March 12, 2012

April 9th, 2012

May 14, 2012

If district special education directors have specific areas they would like addressed they can send those to their district liaison or the State Director.

Newsletter for Teachers of Special Education

	The Division for Special Education Services and Supports publishes a newsletter(see attached current copy) 

that is sent out to Georgia Special Educators quarterly. The Special Education Newsletter provides tips, 

current research based and best practice information. It also provides GaDOE updates for Georgia teachers.

To sign up for the Special Education Newsletter, teachers send a blank email to

 join-specialeducation@list.doe.k12.ga.us. Previous copies may be viewed by visiting the Special Education

Section of the GaDOE website.

 


[image: image3.wmf]
Georgia Department of Education’s State Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)
Contact:  Hubert Bennett (hbennett@doe.k12.ga.us) 404-656-5798 
[image: image4.png]



SLDS is designed to improve instruction by bringing student data to the teacher’s desktop through the SIS or student information system.  Many Georgia school districts may use Infinite Campus, Power School or SchoolMax for their SIS. SLDS is designed to house many components for districts, schools and teachers alike. SLDS will eventually deliver state programs to districts, schools, and teachers via a secure information highway between the GaDOE and a district where data is sent and received called “The Tunnel”.  This tunnel provides a safe access point for districts and schools to upload data and a secure location for GaDOE to pick-up the information districts uploaded. In essence, SLDS is a student’s permanent records folder in digital form.

Now available to all users via SLDS, is the current statewide testing and attendance data. The data is available to provide student information based on data provided through FTE and GTID numbers. This information is available to districts, schools and teachers. The goal is to offer a single sign-in for users to gather important information to make data-driven decisions regarding the district, school and classroom.

The SLDS system will have many components. The first is a data resource provided on a district, school and teacher level. In progress is the teacher resource link, also known as TRL. The resource link will provide teachers with additional free resources to assist in differentiation of student learning. Teachers will be able to provide quality resources to supplement a student's learning through the teacher resource link.  For future development there is an assortment of programs intended to assist educators each and every day with all students. Items in development to be delivered through the tunnel include, Common Core GPS standards and resources, IEP/RTI, GAVS, IIS, professional development, Class and Leaders KEYS and many more!

SLDS Training

The SLDS Team in comprised of a number of resources.  While most users are finding SLDS easy and intuitive, the SLDS is offering face-to-face training as requested by districts. 
· For more information visit:

http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/pl/slds
· Contact and Connect with SLDS Team
http://slds.doe.k12.ga.us/Pages/Contact-and-Connect-with-SLDS.aspx
Title IV-A: Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities
Contacts:  Marilyn Watson (mawatson@doe.k12.ga.us) and/or Jeff Hodges (jhodges@doe.k12.ga.us) 

Georgia Student Health Survey II

It will soon be time to administer the Georgia Student Health Survey II (GSHS II) for the 

2011-2012 school year.  The survey generally opens every year in October.  However, the opening of the survey has been delayed this year to coincide with the Georgia College and Career Ready Performance Index (GCCRPI) which is currently under review by the U.S. Department of Education.  Because the survey window will open later than usual, schools will be given much longer to administer the survey.  

The survey has been expanded this year to include all middle and high school grades (6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12).  URL addresses (web addresses) will remain the same as previous years.  Each school in your school district with grades 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 is assigned a unique URL address to allow student access to the online survey.  URL addresses are also available for private schools in your district that wish to participate.  The survey consists of approximately 100 questions on a variety of health-related and school-safety related issues and takes less than 20 minutes to complete.  Please stay tuned for more details regarding the opening of the survey and to receive your URL addresses.

Copies of the middle and high school survey are available on the GaDOE Safe and Drug-Free Schools (SDFS) webpage at http://www.gadoe.org/sia_titleiv.aspx under “Title IV Resources.”  Federal law requires that the survey be made available for review by all interested parties; therefore, copies may be reproduced and made available to parents or other parties upon request. Also, please make sure that your parents know about the survey and are given the option to opt out if so desired.  A Passive Parental Permission form is also available on the SDFS webpage under "Title IV Resources." 

Thank you for your continued support of the GSHS II and for using the survey results in planning your drug and violence prevention programs.  Please contact Jeff Hodges or Marilyn Watson if you have additional questions about the survey.  

	


World Languages and International Education

Contact:  Jon Valentine (jvalentine@doe.k12.ga.us)

NEXT CIA Monthly Update Webinar is scheduled for:
There will be no Webinar for the month of December.  We will only send a CIA December newsletter.
The next webinar is planned for Tuesday, January 17, 2011, at 9:00 a.m.

The GaDOE will be closed on Monday, January 16, 2012 for the MLK, Jr. holiday.

All webinars can be accessed through the Training page of GeorgiaStandards.org or the link below.

http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe 
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