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Traditional IEP   versus    Student Led IEP
	Traditional IEP
	Student Led IEP

	Student might have little knowledge of purpose for meeting, the IEP and its contents, or his/her disability.
	Student is aware of purpose for IEP meeting, contributes to the content of the IEP document, and understands his/her disability.

	Adult team members generally take the lead in determining content of IEP.
	Student helps determine content of IEP and how it will be discussed at the meeting.

	Student might not participate in discussion or decision-making.

	Student is often the discussion leader and presents information in a variety of ways.

	Meeting may focus on the student’s deficits or “can’t dos”.

	Meeting emphasizes capabilities, student interests and plans for the future.

	IEP contains jargon & “legal-ese”- not understood by student or parent.
	Wording of IEP document is user-friendly for all participants.

	Meetings might not be valued by students, general education teachers, and parents.
	Meetings have improved participation as teachers and parents respond to invitations from student.

	General education teachers might not understand how to implement accommodations.
	General education teachers have a better understanding of student accommodations.

	IEP might not reflect the student’s interests or concerns.

	IEP reflects intent to increase student voice in educational decisions, producing a dynamic document reflective of student’s personality.

	Meetings sometimes are not a collaborative effort.

	Meeting becomes a cooperative experience of working together to assist the student.


Adapted from www.nmgifted.org. 2010 ASPIRE Student Led IEP initiative is funded by the Georgia State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG), Georgia Department of Education through a grant from the Office of Special Education Programs, United States Department of Education and is a collaboration with the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities.  
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