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Farm Labor & Safety Workshop

8:30 Welcome and Introductions

9:00 –  Safety in the Fields

Heat Stress – Recognizing & Avoiding

Bites & Stings – Critters in the Fields

Farm Equipment Safety – Look/Stop/Think

Regina Luginbuhl Cullen, NCDOL, Agricultural Safety & Health Bureau Chief

9:30 Wage & Hour 

Rules & Regulation Overview for MSPA employers

Rules & Regulations Overview for H2A employers

Challenges facing AgEmployers

Richard Blalock, District Director, USDOL, Wage & Hour
10:30 Pesticide Safety & Recordkeeping 

Reading & Following Labels – Proper Mixing & Application

Re-entry Rules & Proper Notification

Record Keeping Overview

Challenges facing Pesticide Industry

Paul Ward, NCDA&CS Pesticide Inspector
11:00 NCDOL – Migrant Housing Rules & Regulations

Who should Register & Overview of Pre-Occupancy Inspections
Post Occupancy Inspections & Worker Field Sanitation
Gold Star Grower Program – Qualify & Rewards

Regina Luginbuhl Cullen, NCDOL, Agricultural Safety & Health Bureau Chief

11:30 NCDOT – Rules of the Road for Farm Vehicles

Field Farm Equipment – Traveling Farm to Farm

Farm to Market –  Overview of Rules & Regulations

Vehicle Registrations & Inspections – Avoid Common Pitfalls

Lt. William Allen Hook, NC State Highway Patrol, Motor Carrier Division
Rebecca Driver, NCDOT, Department of Motor Vehicles

Reba Green, NCDOT, Department of Motor Vehicles

Neil Ambrose, NCDOT, License & Theft Bureau

12:15 Adjourn for Luncheon 
Keynote Speaker: Krysta Harden, Deputy Secretary of USDA
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Wednesday, September 25th

2:00 pm - 6:30 pm




USDA - One Workshop

2:00 Welcome and Introductions

Debbie Houston, District Director, USDA-FSA
WHY DOES NC AGRIBUSINESS NEED USDA?

2:15 USDA -Farm Service Agency 

Overview – Phillip Farland, District Director, USDA-FSA

Why does Agribusiness need USDA Farm Lending?

How FSA Programs Contribute to Agribusiness Operations? 

Farm Bill Directly Affects YOUR Success as an Agribusiness

Paula Nicholls, Farm Loan Manager, USDA-FSA

Amy Andrews, Pamlico County CED, USDA-FSA

David McBryde, Wilson County CED, USDA-FSA 

3:00 USDA-Natural Resources & Conservation Service

NRCS Financial Assistance and Easement Programs

Funding History

NRCS Program Benefits to Agribusiness

Timothy Beard, USDA-NRCS State Conservationist

3:45 Risk Management Agency 

Market-Based Risk Management Tools

 Benefits to Farmers

Benefits to Financiers & AgSuppliers

 Economic Stability for Rural Communities

Wayne Harrifeld, USDA-RMA Deputy Director

4:15 Rural Development 

Broadband/High-Speed Internet

 WEP (Water and Environmental Programs) 

Housing Opportunities

 VAPG (Value-Added Producer Grant) 

REAP (Rural Energy for America Program)

 Randy Gore, USDA-RD State Director

David Thigpen, Energy Coordinator

Bruce Pleasant, Business & Cooperative Programs Director

5:30  Seafood Reception on the Pier
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Thursday, September 26th

8:30 am - 8:00 pm




AgIssues & AgPromotions
8:30 –  Welcome & Introductions
NC Commissioner of Agriculture Steve Troxler
9:00 - The Food Safety Modernization Act Update

Anita MacMullan, Food & Drug Protection, NCDA&CS

10:15  - Commodity Associations: Benefiting the Farmer & Industry

Dan Weathington - NC Small Grain Growers Association

Sue Langdon -  NC Sweetpotato Commission

Bryan Blinson -  NC Cattlemen’s Association

`
Charles Hall – NC Soybean Producers Association

Bonnie Holloman – Southeastern Association Services

11:15  - Got to be NC & Goodness Grows: Promoting NC Agribusiness

Kim Decker, Marketing Specialist, NCDA&CS

11:45  Adjourn for Luncheon

Keynote Speaker: Esther Olavarria, Director for Immigration Reform for the National Security Council Staff 
and Advisor to the White House Domestic Policy Council

AgTour
1:30 – Managing a 55,000 acre Farm

Antonio Cinti Luciani, Open Grounds Farm

2:00 – Depart Hotel for Tour

2:30 – 3:30 -  Tour of Open Grounds Farm

4:00 – Return to Hotel from Tour

44th AgBanquet
5:00 – 6:00 – AgReception

6:00 – 8:00 -  AgBanquet Dinner

Keynote Speaker: NC Governor Pat McCrory
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Friday, September 27th

9:00 am - 4:00 pm




Exporting to the World Workshop

9:00  - Welcome and Introductions

9:30  -  International Networking Resources 
Peter Thornton, NCDA&CS 

Mike Hayes, NC Department of Commerce

10:00 -  Exporting Success – We did it, You can Too!

Jose Calderon, Farm Pac

Lisa Graban, Prime Lumber

10:30  - State Resources – SPTDC and Port
Alex Viva, SBTDC

Jimmy Yokeley, NC Ports

11:00 – Future Opportunities – BtoC Internet Sales in China
Peter Thornton – NCDA&CS

11:30 – Marketing For Export – Finding the Right Partner
Mike Hayes, NC Department of Commerce

12:00  - Adjourn for Lunch
Keynote Speaker: Secretary Tony Tata, NC Department of Transportation

AgTour
2:00  Depart Hotel for Tour

2:30 – 3:30 -  Tour of NC Ports – Morehead City

4:00 – Return to Hotel from Tour
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Speaker Biographies




Luncheon Keynote Speakers
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Wednesday, September 25th

8:30 am - 1:30 pm



USDA Deputy Secretary Krysta Harden is our keynote speaker at the luncheon on Wednesday, September 25th and will discuss the 2013 Farm Bill and its prospects for passage as well as other pertinent news from the United States Department of Agriculture. In August, the United States Senate confirmed the nomination of Krysta Harden to the post of USDA Deputy Secretary, which is the #2 position at USDA. Prior to becoming Deputy Secretary, Harden served as Chief of Staff at the USDA, and previously served as Staff Director for the House Committee on Agriculture subcommittee on Peanuts and Tobacco. 
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Esther Olavarria is our keynote speaker at the luncheon on Thursday, September 26th and will discuss immigration reform from the perspective of the White House.  Olavarria is the director for Immigration Reform for the National Security Council Staff and Advisor to the White House Domestic Policy Council.  Previously, Olavarria served as Counsel and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy at the Department of Homeland Security. From 1998 to 2007, she was Senator Edward Kennedy's immigration counsel on the Senate Judiciary Committee.
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Secretary Anthony (Tony) Tata is our keynote speaker at the luncheon on Friday, September 27th and will discuss the transportation  infrastructure of North Carolina and plans to meet the needs of the Agribusiness Industry as it moves its products to market.  Tata was appointed Secretary of the North Carolina Department of Transportation by Governor Pat McCrory in January 2013. Tata, who retired from the U.S. Army as a brigadier general, brings to his position more than three decades of public service as a military officer and public school system leader. 
Banquet Keynote Speaker
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Governor Patrick (Pat) McCrory is our keynote speaker at the banquet dinner on Thursday, September 26th and will discuss accomplishments this year as well as plans for the future that will help grow NC’s Agribusiness to a $100 billion industry.  In 1989, Pat ran for an at-large seat on the Charlotte City Council and won. He would win two more elections to the council in 1991 and 1993 and serve as Mayor Pro Tem from 1993-1995.   In 1995, at the age of 39, Pat was elected as Mayor of Charlotte. He would go on to serve a record 14 years as mayor until 2009. On January 5th, 2013, Pat became the 74th governor of North Carolina.






























