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The Tobacco Farm Life Museum fundraiser -   The 2009 “Bootleggers Roundup” began on May 22nd.  Volunteers from across the state have agreed to be “arrested” and raise ”bail” for the Museum’s fundraiser.  “Witnesses for the Prosecution” are raising reverse bond funds to assist in keeping the “accused” in jail.  Participants include Stan Eury, NC Growers Association; Graham Boyd, Tobacco Growers Association of NC; George Scott, Universal Lead; Marvin Coghill, Standard Commercial; Ted Godwin, KS Bank; Brandon Scott, Springhill Outfitters; and even Walter, the Museum’s cat.  If you wish to make a donation towards “bail” or “reverse bond” for any participants, please call the Museum with your pledge, (919) 284-3431.  Donations will go directly for Museum operations and educational programs. All donations are tax deductible.  The Tobacco Farm Life Museum in Kenly has 7 historic buildings on site as well as a 6000 sq. foot gallery highlighting the history of the North Carolina tobacco farmer.  The Museum is open for visitors Monday through Sunday. We hope to see you soon.

Washington NEWS
New Food Safety Web Site Introduced:  The newly-created White House Food Safety Working Group has launched a Web site, www.foodsafetyworkinggroup.gov, to provide information about the group’s activities and progress.  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, both Midwesterners, head up the working group, which was created to help reinforce the nation’s food safety inspection mechanism. 
Campaign NEWS

Blue's Seat:  At least two people are running for the House seat last occupied by former Speaker Dan Blue, who was recently appointed to the state Senate. Bernard Allen II, son of a former state legislator, and Wake County school board member Rosa Gill are running for Wake County's District 33 seat. 
Legislative NEWS 
Ag Review on Chopping Block:  A NC House Appropriations subcommittee has recommended abolishing the Ag Review in their latest round of recommended cuts.  N.C. General Statute 106-22 requires the NCDA&CS to publish a bulletin of agricultural information. The cost of publishing the Agricultural Review - including labor, printing and postage - is 32 cents per copy.  The Agricultural Review has served to inform the public about North Carolina agriculture and the work of the NCDA&CS and provides free classified ads for farmers. Cooperative Extension agents and farm organizations regularly use the publication as an outlet for publicizing events.

Sustainable Food Council: Lawmakers have proposed establishing a council that would create and support local sustainable food economies around the state. Bills in the House and Senate call for the creation of the 24-person Sustainable Local Food Policy Council, which would focus on North Carolina-grown food that is farmed in a way that enhances the environment and sustains the economic viability of the farm. The Senate bill passed earlier this month, and the House will now take up that version. 
AgRELIEF Act Support Grows:  Letters of support continue to come from additional statewide commodity groups as well as letters of support from individual family farmers across the state. The AgRELIEF Act is enabling legislation that creates a pilot program to establish a cost-share fund that will assist farmers who use the H2a visa program to obtain temporary interim farmworkers with the upfront expenses (nearly $1,000 per worker) associated with the H2a program. The fund will be funded through grants and private donations – NO state funding will be used. For additional information about the AgRELIEF act, go to Frequently Asked Questions about AgRELIEF on the NC Agribusiness Council website: www.ncagribusiness.com. 
State Plans $75 Million for NC Green Energy:  North Carolina wants to develop green energy projects using $75 million of the state's share of federal stimulus funds.  State Energy Office director Larry Shirley said the plan is to promote conservation and efficiency with new technology. The state has developed six areas of focus, including energy savings in small business and industry, improving energy efficiency in government and residential use and fostering renewable energy. 
Environmental NEWS

New Climate Research Center Coming to Asheville:  Asheville has won a share of a new federal research center that will study satellite data to help predict the Earth's changing climate. The Cooperative Institute for Climate and Satellites will bring $32 million and perhaps as many as 100 scientific jobs.
People NEWS

Deaths:  Jim Stephenson, a longtime advocate for North Carolina coastal and water-quality issues, has died. Stephenson previously served as executive director of the Pamlico-Tar River Foundation.

Holliman Surgery:  House Majority Leader Hugh Holliman is recovering after having surgery Tuesday to remove a portion of one of his lungs. Holliman, who is a survivor of lung cancer, had the surgery as a precautionary measure and the lung was not believed to be cancerous, according to the office of House Speaker Joe Hackney.  Hackney's office said Holliman, D-Davidson, was expected to return to his legislative work in about a week. 

State Democratic Party Director Named:  A senior advisor to U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler will leave his post to become executive director of the state Democratic Party, chairman David Young announced Tuesday. Young said that Andrew Whalen will be taking over the party's day-to-day operations and develop plans for the 2009 and 2010 election cycle. Young also announced Payne Lucas Jr. will become director of party affairs and development. He'll manage the party's statewide field operations. Lucas was Franklin County's field director for Barack Obama's presidential campaign last year.
Business NEWS
Firm to Expand Manufacturing in NC, Move HQ:  An Illinois firm that makes coated paper and film is moving its headquarters to NC and is expanding its manufacturing operations in the state.  Officials say Loparex LLC plans to invest nearly $19 million and create 128 jobs over 3 1/2 years. The company is moving its headquarters to Cary, creating 60 jobs, and expanding manufacturing in Eden with 68 jobs.  Loparex now has 92 employees in North Carolina at its Rockingham County plant, where the company plans a nearly $17 million expansion. 

Scholarship Initiative Aims to Support Beef Industry Careers:  The National Cattlemen's Foundation is launching the Bright Futures Scholarship fund, a new initiative to inspire young people to pursue careers in agriculture and the beef industry.  The initiative is aiming to raise several million dollars for an endowed general scholarship fund. Revenue generated from the fund will be awarded as academic scholarships in undergraduate and graduate programs, veterinary medicine and culinary arts. For info go to www.nationalcattlemensfoundation.org.

Lance to Add 70 Jobs:  With more people out of work, they are eating more snack foods, which in turn is adding 70 jobs.  NC-based Lance Inc. announced Friday a new cracker line and increased candy bar production at its west Georgia plant through a $10.5 million expansion expected by late fall. 
Cooperative Leadership Camp:  The Cooperative Council of NC is currently accepting registration forms for organizations, cooperatives and school and community clubs to send campers to attend this summer’s Cooperative Leadership Camp.  Co-op Camp will be held at the NC FFA Center at White Lake from June 22-26.  Please sponsor a student to attend this exciting and educational event and promote your organization.  Students will learn about the cooperative way of doing business through a student-run T-shirt Cooperative, small group competitions to improve team-building skills, leadership training, and hands-on learning.  For more info go to www.ccnc.coop.
Commodity NEWS

NC Gets New Case of Swine Flu:  Health officials say another case of swine flu has been confirmed in North Carolina.  Durham County health officials say the latest case was confirmed last week in someone being treated in a hospital in the area, bringing the total number of cases in the state to 14. 
Pullet Inventory Sees Steep Decline:  The number of broiler-type pullets hatched in April fell 13.5 percent from the same month a year earlier, according to USDA reports. That's the biggest decline in that number since May 1992.  Meanwhile, the total number of pullets in inventory dropped 4.6 percent in April, compared with the same month a year earlier. It's the biggest drop in that measure since November 2005.  Generally, the drop in pullets available to produce chicks for consumption should limit supply and push prices higher down the road, notes J.P. Morgan equity analyst Ken Goldberg. The sector might see a price increase in the fall and into January.

Peanut Growers Affirm National Checkoff:  The USDA recently announced the passage of a referendum to continue the National Peanut Board, a farmer funded advertising, promotion and research board that works to increase demand for USA-grown peanuts. The referendum, held in April, was passed by 89 percent of the producers who voted. Ballots were mailed to all peanut growers who paid the promotion assessment in 2008. 

U.S. Red Meat, Pork Production Down:  Commercial red meat production for the U.S. totaled 4.08 billion pounds in April, down 5 percent from the 4.30 billion pounds produced the same month a year earlier, according to USDA's monthly Livestock Slaughter report.   Beef production, at 2.13 billion pounds, was 5 percent below the previous year. Cattle slaughter totaled 2.77 million head, down 6 percent from April 2008.   Pork production totaled 1.92 billion pounds, also down 5 percent from the previous year. Hog kill totaled 9.43 million head, down 6 percent from April 2008, and the average live weight was up 3 pounds from the previous year, at 272 pounds.
USDA NEWS

APHIS Announces NAIS Meetings Nationwide:  USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service announced six upcoming meetings to discuss stakeholder concerns related to the implementation of the National Animal Identification System.  The meetings will be held on June 9 in Jefferson City, Mo.; on June 11 in Rapid City, S.D.; on June 16 in Albuquerque, N.M.; on June 18 in Riverside, Calif.; on June 25 in Raleigh, N.C.; and on June 27 in Jasper, Fla. The meetings will take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. Although preregistration is not required, participants are asked to preregister by e-mailing NAISSessions@aphis.usda.gov or calling 301/734-0799.  For the most up-to-date meeting information, visit usda.gov/nais/feedback.

NCDA NEWS

Web Site Helps Pork, Poultry Farmers Who Have Lost Contracts:  The NCDA&CS has launched a new Web site to provide information to pork and poultry farmers whose contracts with vertically integrated production companies have been cut or terminated because of economic conditions. The Growers Assistance Information Network, or GAIN, contains listings of information and resources that could assist growers with financial planning, alternative markets and other topics relevant to their situation and is accessible at www.ncagr.gov/gain.
Mark Your Calendar

AgCommittee Luncheon: On Thursday, June 11, the NC Agribusiness Council will host a luncheon for members of the House and Senate Agriculture Committee. The guest speaker at the luncheon will be the NC Commissioner of Agriculture, Steve Troxler. RSVP required. Seats are limited.
The Seasons of Sustainable Agriculture is a series of education, extension and outreach events offered each year by North Carolina’s Center for Environmental Farming Systems. Unless otherwise stated all workshops will be held at the Center for Environmental Farming Systems (CEFS), located at the Cherry Research Farm, 201 Stevens Mill Road in Goldsboro, N.C. For more info go to www.cefs.ncsu.edu. Farm-to-Fork Celebration, June 14, 4:00pm–6:30pm, Breeze Farm, Hillsborough, N.C.; Small Farm–Small Field Pastures, June 19, 1:00–3:30pm, registration fee: $10 (No lunch);  Understanding the 2008 Farm Bill, June 22, 9:00am–12:00pm, registration fee: $10 (No lunch). 
ImmigrationWorks USA is planning a day-long strategy session and lobby day on June 15 at the Marriott Washington.  The agenda includes discussion on how to organize locally and build momentum behind immigration law reforms that would be beneficial to employers. For info www.immigrationworksusa.org/index.php?p=154.

The Worldwide Food Expo 2009 will be held Oct. 28-31 at McCormick Place in Chicago.  Sponsored by the American Meat Institute and the International Dairy Foods Association, Worldwide Food Expo attracts approximately 20,000 attendees from 100 countries. For more information and to register, visit worldwidefood.com.

[image: image4.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




[image: image6.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image7.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



