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The Tobacco Farm Life Museum fundraiser -   The 2009 “Bootleggers Roundup” began on May 22nd.  Volunteers from across the state have agreed to be “arrested” and raise ”bail” for the Museum’s fundraiser.  “Witnesses for the Prosecution” are raising reverse bond funds to assist in keeping the “accused” in jail.  Participants include Stan Eury, NC Growers Association; Graham Boyd, Tobacco Growers Association of NC; George Scott, Universal Lead; Marvin Coghill, Standard Commercial; Ted Godwin, KS Bank; Brandon Scott, Springhill Outfitters; and even Walter, the Museum’s cat.  If you wish to make a donation towards “bail” or “reverse bond” for any participants, please call the Museum with your pledge, (919) 284-3431.  Donations will go directly for Museum operations and educational programs. All donations are tax deductible.  The Tobacco Farm Life Museum in Kenly has 7 historic buildings on site as well as a 6000 sq. foot gallery highlighting the history of the North Carolina tobacco farmer.  The Museum is open for visitors Monday through Sunday. We hope to see you soon.
Washington NEWS
McIntyre Backs Bill to Help Farmers on Burdensome Regulations: U.S. Reps. Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3), and several other representatives from farm states have introduced the Farmers Undertake Environmental Land Stewardship (FUELS) Act. In May of this year, farmers and ranchers will be required to comply with EPA regulations mandating costly infrastructure improvements to oil storage containers.  Under the regulations issued by the EPA, any above ground oil storage facility exceeding 1,320 gallons must comply.  This would apply to most farmers and ranchers across the nation, including small scale producers who may not be able to afford it.  The bill would increase the exemption level of the EPA regulations from 1,320 to 10,000 gallons. A study has shown that the FUELS Act is estimated to save the ag community up to $3.6 billion in compliance costs.

McIntyre, Hudson Get Ag Subcommittee Assignments: U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), who has ascended to be the #2 ranking member of the Agriculture Committee, has been appointed to two key subcommittees for the 113th Congress. Beginning his seventeenth year on the committee, McIntyre will serve on the Livestock, Rural Development, and Credit Subcommittee and the Energy, Conservation, and Forestry Subcommittee. U.S. Rep. Richard Hudson (N.C.-8) was appointed to serve on the General Farm Commodities and Risk Management Subcommittee and the Livestock, Rural Development, and Credit Subcommittee.

Reid Introduces Senate-Passed Farm Bill on First Day of New Congress:  Majority Leader Harry Reid introduced the Senate-passed version of the Farm Bill as one of several top priority bills. Senator Debbie Stabenow, chairwoman of the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, applauded his actions. She has said she is committed to convening a committee mark up as soon as possible to produce an updated version of the Farm Bill, which could then be substituted for Majority Leader Reid’s placeholder bill. The Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act (S.2340) cleared the Senate with bipartisan support on June 21, 2012.

USTR Kirk Leaving Post: U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk announced he will resign from his post in late February.  Kirk has served in the position for four years and was involved in the passage of the trade pacts with Korea, Colombia, and Panama.
Immigration NEWS

Holding to Serve on Immigration Subcommittee: U.S. Rep. George Holding (N.C.-13) has been appointed to the House Judiciary and Foreign Relations Committees.  He will serve on the following judiciary subcommittees: Immigration and Border Security; Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet; and Regulatory Reform, Commercial and Antitrust Law. Holding is a former U.S. Attorney and was recently elected to represent District 13.
Animal Activism NEWS

Three More Companies Favor Elimination of Gestation Stalls: Three more companies announced their support of pork suppliers committed to eliminating gestation stalls. General Mills Inc. said it will favor pork suppliers that have made plans to end the use of gestation stalls by 2017. Marriott International expects its suppliers to have a deadline of 2018, and Au Bon Pain said its suppliers should have a deadline of 2017.  Marriott and Au Bon Pain have also made the switch to food suppliers who have a plan to provide eggs produced by cage-free hens by 2015 and 2017, respectively. 
People NEWS

N.C. Farmer Elected as One of Four National Faces of Farming: The U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance announced that Chris Chinn (Mo.), Will Gilmer (Ala.), Katie Pratt (Ill.), and Bo Stone (N.C.) have been selected as the winners of its Faces of Farming & Ranching program, a nationwide search launched in summer 2012 to help put real faces on the American agriculture industry. Stone owns P&S Farms in Rowland and grows 2,300 acres of row crops (corn, wheat and soybeans), has six swine finishing floors on contract (approximately 10,000 hogs annually), and 60 brood cows. Stone and his family also grow strawberries and sweet corn, which are sold at their own roadside market. More than 100 applications were submitted from farmers and ranchers across the country.  The winners will act as national spokespeople and will share stories and experiences on a national stage to help answer consumers’ questions about how food is grown and raised to feed our nation.
N.C. Soybean Contest Winners: E.H. Dixon, a soybean grower from Greene County, won the 2012 North Carolina Soybean Yield Contest. Dixon produced 92.5 bushels per acre. Dixon and his extension agent, Roy Thagard, will have all expenses paid for their trip to the All Commodities Conference in Florida held Feb. 27-March 1. Travis Starnes of Union County was runner up, producing 90.2 bushels per acre. Gene Hunter of Mecklenburg County placed third with 85.5 bushels per acre. The North Carolina Soybean Association sponsors the contest.  Jim Dunphy, NCSU soybean specialist, and his staff administer the award. 
Business NEWS
Sanderson Farms Reimburses Nash County Over $1 Million: Sanderson Farms, Inc. has sent Nash County officials a reimbursement check for $1,000,389.22 as compensation for the costs incurred in the attempt to locate a new Sanderson Farms poultry processing plant and hatchery in the county. The reimbursement is intended to replenish county and Carolinas Gateway Partnership funds used for legal and consulting fees in the ultimately unsuccessful bid to attract the new industry. “This gesture is just another example of what a great company Sanderson Farms is and what an exemplary corporate citizen they would have been in Nash County,” said Commissioner Robbie Davis.

Company Considering Sites in N.C. for Sweet Potato Processing Plant: Trinity Frozen Foods is looking to construct a sweet potato processing facility in North or South Carolina in 2013. The company, with management offices in Charlotte, wants the facility close to sweet potato growing regions in the Carolinas.  Currently the company ships raw sweet potatoes several hundred miles for processing.  Trinity Frozen Foods is considering several sites, primarily in economically-depressed areas and expects to employ more than 150 at the new facility. The increasing popularity of the sweet potato fry in the foodservice industry is partly responsible for growing production over the past five years, according to Jere Null, president of Trinity.
Commodity NEWS

N.C. Soybeans Set Record; Cotton, Corn, Peanuts, Tobacco Up:  The N.C. Field Office of USDA’s National Agricultural Statistic Service released its 2012 crop summary for North Carolina. Corn for Grain: Yield in 2012 was 117 bushels per acre, up 33 bushels per acre from 2011. Production totaled 95.9 million bushels, a 40% increase from last year. Cotton: Yield at a record 993 pounds per acre was up 61% from last year’s yield of 616 pounds. Production, at 1.2 million bales, was up 17% from last year’s production of 1.03 million. Peanuts: Yield per acre at a record 4,100 pounds was up 500 pounds per acre from 2011. Production totaled 434.6 million pounds, up 49% from last year. Soybeans: Yield averaged a record 39 bushels per acre, up 8 bushels per acre from last year. Production totaled 61.6 million bushels, up 49% from last year. Sweet Potatoes: N.C. farmers harvested 62,000 acres of sweet potatoes in 2012, down 2,000 acres from 2011. Yield averaged 200 cwt. per acre, which matched the record high set in 2011. Production at 12.4 million cwt. was down 3% from last year’s record high of 12.8 million cwt. Tobacco: N.C. farmers harvested 166,100 acres of tobacco in 2012, up 2% from last year. Burley tobacco yield averaged 1,900 pounds per acre while flue-cured tobacco yield averaged 2,300 pounds per acre. Production was up 52% for flue-cured tobacco at 377.2 million pounds and up 12% for burley tobacco at 3.99 million pounds. To see the full report, click here.
N.C. Hog Report: All hogs and pigs on N.C. farms on December 1, 2012 totaled 9 million head, down 3% from September 1. Market hogs, at 8.14 million head, were up 1% from last year and down 3% from last quarter. Breeding stock totaled 860,000 head, up 1% from last year and down 1% from September 1, 2012. The state’s pig crop during the September- November 2012 period totaled 4.55 million head, up 2% from the same period last year. N.C. producers intend to farrow 445,000 sows during the December 2012-February 2013 quarter and 450,000 sows during the March-May 2013 quarter. To read the full report, click here. 
NCDA NEWS

Voluntary Ag District Workshops : The N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund will assist in hosting five free workshops across the state for local governments interested in protecting their communities’ agricultural lands. Workshops will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the following dates and locations: Feb. 4 - Vernon James Center, Plymouth; Feb. 25 - Koury Business Center at Elon University, Elon; Feb. 27 - Mount Olive College, Mount Olive; March 6 - Catawba Agricultural Center, Newton; TBA - Cowee School, Franklin. For more info and to register, go to www.ncadfp.org/vadprogram.htm.

USDA NEWS

NC FSA Reminds Landowners of Loan Program to Transfer Farmland: USDA North Carolina FSA Farm Loan Chief Mike Huskey reminds landowners that the Land Contract Guarantee Program is available to landowners wanting to transfer farm real estate to the next generation of farmers and producers. The Land Contract Guarantee Program provides a new approach for landowners willing to sell their land to beginning or socially-disadvantaged farmers or producers. The program reduces the seller’s financial risk if the buyer defaults on the contract payments. The buyer must provide a minimum down payment of five percent of the purchase price plan to operate the farm and demonstrate the ability to make the land contract payments. For more info, contact your local county FSA office. 

FSA Announces Updates to Conservation, Disaster Programs: The USDA’s Farm Service Agency reminds producers that the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 extended the authorization of the 2008 Farm Bill for many Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) commodity, disaster, and conservation programs through 2013. The extended programs include, among others: the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment Program (DCP), the Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE), and the Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC). FSA is preparing the following actions: FSA will begin sign-ups for DCP and ACRE for the 2013 crops on Feb. 19, 2013. The DCP sign-up period will end on Aug. 2, 2013; the ACRE sign-up period will end on June 3, 2013.The 2013 DCP and ACRE program provisions are unchanged from 2012, except that all eligible participants in 2013 may choose to enroll in either DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop year. All dairy producers’ MILC contracts are automatically extended to Sept. 30, 2013. Eligible producers therefore do not need to re-enroll in MILC. Specific details regarding certain modifications to MILC will be released soon.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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