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The Tobacco Farm Life Museum fundraiser -   The 2009 “Bootleggers Roundup” began on May 22nd.  Volunteers from across the state have agreed to be “arrested” and raise ”bail” for the Museum’s fundraiser.  “Witnesses for the Prosecution” are raising reverse bond funds to assist in keeping the “accused” in jail.  Participants include Stan Eury, NC Growers Association; Graham Boyd, Tobacco Growers Association of NC; George Scott, Universal Lead; Marvin Coghill, Standard Commercial; Ted Godwin, KS Bank; Brandon Scott, Springhill Outfitters; and even Walter, the Museum’s cat.  If you wish to make a donation towards “bail” or “reverse bond” for any participants, please call the Museum with your pledge, (919) 284-3431.  Donations will go directly for Museum operations and educational programs. All donations are tax deductible.  The Tobacco Farm Life Museum in Kenly has 7 historic buildings on site as well as a 6000 sq. foot gallery highlighting the history of the North Carolina tobacco farmer.  The Museum is open for visitors Monday through Sunday. We hope to see you soon.

Weather NEWS

N.C. Farm Weather Report: The state has received much needed rain during January with some areas suffering from flood conditions and above normal temperatures, according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.  The main farm duties were tending to livestock, general farm maintenance, and marketing grain. There were 3.1 days suitable for field work for week ending January 27th, compared to 3.4 days for week ending December 30th. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 1% very short, 6% short, 67% adequate, and 26% surplus.

Washington NEWS
McIntyre Urges Boehner to Allow Vote on Farm Bill: U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), #2 Ranking Member of the House Ag Committee and Co-Chairman of the Congressional Rural Caucus, has written the speaker of the U.S. House, John Boehner, urging him to allow a vote on the floor on a Farm Bill. Congressman McIntyre stated, “Delay has serious implications for U.S. farms and the agricultural industry.  Without authorization, farm policies could revert to the 1949 commodity programs that will be inefficient, costly, and ill-suited for current agricultural practices.  Additional short-term extensions only provide a Band-Aid where real reform is needed.”
House Passes Bill to Fund Government: The U.S. House passed H.R. 933, a continuing resolution that extends the current FY13 CR through September 30th at post-sequester levels. A provision ensures there will be no future attempts to restore the sequestered funds. Other provisions include: a provision allowing Customs and Border Protection to maintain current staffing levels; a provision requiring every federal agency to provide spending plans to Congress to ensure transparency and the proper use of taxpayer dollars; and a provision extending the current pay freeze for federal employees, which includes members of Congress.
House Lawmakers Push to End Extra Permit Requirement for Ag Producers: A group of bipartisan lawmakers introduced H.R. 935, The Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act of 2013. This bill would amend the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and the Clean Water Act (CWA) to clarify Congressional intent and eliminate the requirement of a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for the use of pesticides already approved for use under FIFRA. This legislation passed the U.S. House on March 31, 2011 as H.R. 872, The Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act of 2011. Additionally, it advanced out of the U.S. Senate Ag Committee, but the full Senate failed to consider it during the last Congress. H.R. 935 is necessary to address the negative economic consequences of the ruling posed by the case National Cotton Council v. EPA (6th Cir. 2009), which requires  pesticide users to obtain a redundant permit under the Clean Water Act or be subject to a costly fine. "This bill is a great step toward reforming the regulatory process, streamlining government, and saving taxpayers’ time and money.  Let’s pass this common sense bill now," said U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7). 
Bill Removes Ag Industry Transportation Regulation: U.S. Senator Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) introduced bi-partisan and bi-cameral legislation with Senator Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND) eliminating a burdensome regulation that requires agriculture industry professionals to obtain a hazardous material endorsement before transporting sufficient amounts of diesel fuel necessary for a number of agricultural operations. The Senators’ legislation exempts agribusiness participants from the requirement to obtain a hazardous material endorsement, while operating a service vehicle carrying diesel fuel in quantities of 1,000 gallons or less, if the tank containing diesel fuel is clearly marked. Exempted parties include all custom harvesters, agriculture retailers, agriculture business employees, agriculture cooperative employees, or agriculture producers who hold a Class A Commercial Driver’s License (CDL). Under current regulations, any driver transporting more than 119 gallons of diesel fuel is required to obtain a Hazardous Materials endorsement on their Class A CDL.  Congressman Randy Neugebauer (R-TX) and Congressman Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) are introducing companion legislation in the House.
WTO Set to Hear U.S., India Poultry Dispute: The WTO has been unable to proceed in settling the dispute between the U.S. and India over India’s restrictions on U.S. poultry imports because both countries have had issues with the composition of the panel.  Just recently, panelists have been picked, and the disagreement over India’s restrictions on U.S. chicken legs due to avian influenza concerns should begin to move forward.  The U.S. says that India’s ban is not based on international standards or science.
NC Legislative NEWS

Bill Moves Toll Road Decisions to DOT: The N.C. Senate tentatively passed a bill that requires the DOT to investigate an alternate route for a section of Raleigh’s Outer Beltline.  However, a provision was added that removes legislators from deciding which toll roads should be built.  The additional language was added by Sen. Bill Rabon, R-Brunswick, and cuts the mandate for building the proposed toll roads for Gaston County, Wilmington-area, and for the Mid-Currituck Bridge. Rabon says that these projects aren’t dead but instead allows them to be evaluated and prioritized by the state DOT. If passed, $63 million, originally designated as “gap funding”   for the Mid-Currituck Bridge, would be available for other road projects. Plans, mandated under state law, for the Monroe Bypass would not be affected. A final vote on the bill in the Senate is needed before it heads to the House.
Environmental NEWS
New EPA Head Nominated: Gina McCarthy has been nominated by President Obama to replace Lisa Jackson as EPA Administrator.  McCarthy currently heads EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation.  Before moving to the EPA, McCarthy served in former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney’s administration.
Business NEWS
Poultry Industry Safety Awards: Poultry industry facilities are encouraged to apply for the Joint Poultry Industry Safety Award Program.  The program recognizes poultry industry facilities with outstanding safety programs.  The deadline is March 29 for the 2013 award.  The application is available at www.uspoultry.org.
Commodity NEWS

N.C. February Field Report:  USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service released its latest field report on Feb. 26.  For N.C., soybean production totaled 61.6 million bushels, up 49% from last year. Cotton production, at 1.2 million bales, was up 17% from last year. Peanut production totaled 434.6 million pounds, up 49% from 2011. For the South Atlantic region, broiler-type eggs in incubators on January 1, 2013 totaled 233,990,000. The total was down 3% from the January 1, 2012 total of 241,514,000 eggs. The total number of egg-type eggs in incubators on January 1, 2013 decreased 6% from 4,756,000 eggs in 2012 to 4,471,000. January preliminary prices received: corn, $7.65 per bushel; cotton, $0.675 per pound; peanuts, $0.327 per pound; soybeans, $13.60 per bushel; winter wheat, $7.92 per bushel. To read the full report, click here.

Hessian Flies Causing Problems for Wheat Growers: NCSU entomologist Domic Reisig reports that growers are dealing with damage from Hessian flies.  He says that typically these flies are problems in the fall, but since growers planted a big wheat crop last fall and the winter was warm, late emerging flies are damaging crops.  With wheat prices at $7-$8 per bushel, wheat growers want to protect their fields.  However, the best control is planting resistant crops, he says.  He adds that since many growers wanted to plant extra wheat, supplies of resistant varieties became scarce and some growers planted anyway, hoping the flies wouldn’t be a problem. Reisig reports that a few fields along the east coast of N.C. and southeast Virginia have already been destroyed. In Pamlico and Hyde counties, several fields may be a total loss.  Fields where wheat is planted after soybeans see the biggest problems. He says that scouting is important. If pupae are found, he advises spraying in mid-March. He added that their research shows that spring foliar sprays aren’t effective on fields with fall generation flies. For more info and tools to manage crops, go to www.nccrops.com.
NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS to Offer N.C. Cantaloupe Pilot Program: The NCDA&CS is partnering with NCSU Cooperative Extension to offer the N.C. cantaloupe pilot program. The two-pronged education and outreach program will consist of a seminar in the classroom and voluntary assessment on the farm. The goal is to help cantaloupe producers develop strategies for reducing the risk of food contamination and for handling such incidents if they occur. The seminar will be held April 10 at the Cunningham/Lower Coastal Plain Research Station in Kinston and April 23 at the Davidson County Center in Lexington. Both sessions will take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Registration is required by April 3. Register online at www.ncmhtd.com/NCCantaloupe.

Seminar for Food Processors March 27 in Raleigh: The NCDA&CS will offer a seminar March 27 to help Triangle-area food processors develop strategies for reducing the risk of intentional food contamination and for handling such incidents if they occur. The seminar will cover a variety of topics, including a computerized and interactive food defense model; remediation and clearance goals; risk factors and risk communication; disposal of contaminated waste; and preventive controls. The department’s Food and Drug Protection Division will conduct the seminar from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Jim Graham Building at the State Fairgrounds. The program is free and includes lunch, but registration is required by March 20. Register online at http://tinyurl.com/bvthnhr.
USDA NEWS

USDA to Simplify Guaranteed Farm Loans: The USDA announced an interim rule that sets thresholds on the interest rates charged by lenders on guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. The changes will amend guidelines for interest rates and establish new policies that clearly set the maximum interest rate lenders may charge to borrowers.  At this time, FSA is also requesting additional comments on the interim policies in the rule, aiming to assure that the benchmark rates required of lenders do not prevent farmers and ranchers from obtaining guaranteed loans. USDA is seeking comments through June 3, 2013. 

Vilsack to Appoint Voting Members to FSA County Committees:  U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that he will appoint voting members from socially disadvantaged (SDA) communities to serve on county committees in county jurisdictions that lack fair SDA representation under the authority granted in the 2002 Farm Bill. Appointments will be made beginning next week. The final rule that will be published in the March 4, 2013, Federal Register affirms the interim rule from June 4, 2012. The appointed SDA committee members do not replace voting members who were elected but will supplement the existing election process.

Report: U.S. Food Does Not Pose a Safety Concern Based Upon Pesticide Residues: The USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) has posted data from the 2011 Pesticide Data Program (PDP) Annual Summary. This information, along with an explanatory guide for consumers, can be found at www.ams.usda.gov/pdp. Similar to previous years, the 2011 report shows that overall pesticide chemical residues found on foods tested are at levels well below the tolerances set by the EPA. The report does show that residues exceeding the tolerance were detected in 0.27 percent of the samples tested. Some residues were found with no established tolerance levels or tolerance exemptions, but EPA has determined the extremely low levels of those residues are not a food safety risk, and the presence of such residues does not pose a safety concern.  Since its inception, the program has tested 109 commodities including fresh and processed fruits and vegetables, meat and poultry, grains, catfish, rice, specialty products, and water. This year, the program expanded to include samples of canned beets, papayas, snap peas, and tangerines.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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