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Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 26,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to one purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.  Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers, we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. With North Carolina’s rich agricultural background, we are especially proud to have established roots in this state. Over 1,110 employees across our Greensboro and Research Triangle Park facilities are dedicated to this region and value the innovative atmosphere it cultures. Our $71 million state-of-the-art expansion is scheduled for completion later this year and we look forward to the opportunities it will provide. We are honored to partner with the N.C. Museum of History, the United Way and local food banks. These collaborations have strengthened our relationships with North Carolina businesses and residents – allowing us to contribute to the state’s economy and improve the well-being of our neighbors.  Through research and development, local engagement and increased resources, we know Syngenta will continue to help North Carolina agriculture thrive in the global environment. Learn more at www.syngenta-us.com.

Washington NEWS
Lucas Planning Farm Bill Markup in May:  U.S. House Agriculture Committee Chairman Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) said he plans to hold a markup of the Farm Bill May 15.  House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.) suggested that Lucas take more time.  Republican leaders are reportedly concerned about GOP support for the bill without a tougher food stamp program. Lucas said he is prepared to conduct listening sessions next month to hear and address concerns.  Republican leaders are reportedly concerned about conservative support without a tougher food stamp program. 

Hagan Announces Bipartisan Bill to Help N.C. Small Businesses Expand: U.S. Senator Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) announced legislation that would promote new construction and investments in property at restaurants, offices and other commercial properties across North Carolina. Hagan is an original cosponsor of this bill that would increase access to capital by permanently extending the 15-year tax depreciation period for leasehold improvements, restaurant improvements, and new construction and retail improvements. Current law sets the tax depreciation period at 39 years. Since 1996, Congress has temporarily extended the 15-year depreciation period. According to Hagan, these temporary solutions have created uncertainty that’s harmful to businesses in N.C. as they plan future restorations and improvements.

U.S. Chamber Honors Congressman Coble With Spirit of Enterprise Award: The U.S. Chamber of Commerce presented U.S. Congressman Howard Coble (N.C.-6) with the annual Spirit of Enterprise Award for his support of pro-jobs, pro-growth policies during the second session of the 112th Congress. The Chamber's Spirit of Enterprise Award is given annually to members of Congress based on key business issues outlined in the Chamber publication How They Voted. Members who support the Chamber's position on at least 70% of those votes qualify to receive the award. Congressman Coble received a 100% rating with the Chamber this year and holds an 88% ranking during his tenure in Congress.

New Legislation Includes Farmed Shellfish in the Specialty Crops Services at USDA: U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) announced new legislation to include farmed shellfish as a specialty crop. The Shellfish Marketing Assistance Fairness Act would make farmed shellfish producers eligible for the Specialty Crop Block Grant program. Currently, shellfish are ineligible for farm bill programs. Gillibrand serves on the Senate Agriculture Committee.

U.S., Japan Complete TPP Talks: Acting U.S. Trade Representative Demetrios Marantis announced that the United States has completed its bilateral consultations with Japan regarding the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). “Since November 2011, the United States has been engaged in consultations with Japan focused on Japan’s readiness to meet the TPP's high standards for liberalizing trade and investment and to address specific bilateral issues of concern in the automotive and insurance sectors, as well as other Japanese non-tariff measures. As a result, we are pleased to welcome Japan’s participation in the TPP negotiations pending a consensus agreement among the current TPP members and the completion of our respective domestic processes," said Marantis. 
Immigration NEWS

Senate Immigration Bill Includes Ag Provision: The Senate Gang of Eight introduced S. 744, the “Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigration Modernization Act of 2013.” The bill calls for strengthened border immigration enforcement, implementation of universal E-verify within 10 years, and prohibits the issuing of work visas in areas with an unemployment rate above 8.5 percent.  The bill establishes a guest worker program for lower-skilled workers and establishes a new agricultural guest worker visa program.  This program will also allow current undocumented farm workers who have made a “substantial prior commitment to agricultural work” in the U.S. to obtain legal status through an Agricultural Card Program.  As for other undocumented immigrants, they would be eligible to apply for temporary status (at the back of the line) once the border security and fencing plan is in place; they’ve submitted to and passed background checks; and proved gainful employment among other criteria. These individuals won’t be eligible for permanent residence until at least ten years have elapsed and several security triggers are achieved. Criminals and those who don’t meet these criteria will be deported. U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) announced the launch of an "Immigration Reform Facts" web page that will serve as a one-stop shop for immigration news, fact checking, and information about the ongoing debate.
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Report Estimates Benefits, Costs of N.C. Energy Exploration: Drilling for oil and gas off the North Carolina coast and for natural gas inland could generate millions of dollars in economic activity, create thousands of jobs, and could cause millions of dollars in damage to coastal communities and reduce property values inland. Those are the conclusions of a report by Dr. Mike Walden, NCSU William Neal Reynolds Professor of Agricultural and Resource Economics. The report is available online. Among his findings: after a seven-year build up period, off-shore drilling would generate $1.9 billion in income annually. Walden put the potential average annual cost of environmental damage at $83 million, primarily to the fishing and tourism economy in coastal counties. Walden estimated that natural gas exploration and extraction inland would generate $80 million annually in income and create 496 jobs as infrastructure and facilities were developed.  Once wells were drilled and gas was being produced, Walden estimates that natural gas production would generate $158 million in annual revenue and create 1,406 jobs over a 20-year period. Walden used reports on natural gas exploration in Pennsylvania, where hydraulic fracturing is widespread, to estimate possible environmental damage that “could reduce property values in the affected counties by between $636 million and $4.7 billion.”
Environmental NEWS

EPA Acknowledges Releasing Farmer Info: According to FoxNews.com, the EPA acknowledged that some personal information on farmers was released to environmental groups. The agency has asked the groups to return the info.  U.S. Senator John Thune from South Dakota said that it was “inexcusable” for the EPA to release the data.  He wrote a letter calling for the EPA to answer for the data release and questioning whether EPA violated the federal Privacy Act of 1974.  Thune added that EPA knows that all the information will not be returned and said he will continue to press EPA for answers.
Commodity NEWS
Cool Weather Delays N.C. Sweet Potatoes: N.C. sweet potatoes are running a little late this year due to the cool weather in March.  Eastern N.C. growers can expect sprouts in May if the weather holds. Delays in Washington over the Farm Bill and immigration have caused many N.C. growers to hold off on planting, so sweet potato acreage is expected to be a little lower than usual, according to Sue Johnson-Langdon, executive director of the North Carolina Sweet Potato Commission. USDA released its Prospective Planting report on March 28 and reported that N.C. farmers are expected to plant 58,000 acres, an 8 percent drop from 2012. For all of the U.S., planted acres are expected to drop 6 percent to 122,300 acres.

Livestock, Dairy, Poultry Outlook: USDA released its Livestock, Dairy, Poultry Outlook on April 16.  Improved prospects for cattle grazing in 2013 because of recent rains have bolstered feeder cattle prices. Lower year-over-year supplies of beef have provided support for cow prices, but this has been less so for fed cattle and wholesale beef prices. The Quarterly Hogs and Pigs report showed larger March 1 inventories compared with a year ago. Commercial pork production in 2013 is expected to increase about 1 percent. February exports were off sharply, with lower shipments to all major markets except Canada. The forecast for first-quarter 2013 broiler meat production was lowered slightly to 9.16 billion pounds, just under 1 percent higher than in first-quarter 2012. At the end of February, cold storage holdings were 615 million pounds, up 8.3 percent from the previous year. U.S. turkey meat production is estimated at 1.46 billion pounds in first quarter 2013, 10 million pounds above the previous estimate and almost 1 percent higher than the previous year. Higher milk per cow in 2013 boosts milk output despite a year-over-year herd reduction. Stronger export prospects and a continued modest climb in domestic demand compared with last year help firm prices across the board for both milk and dairy products. Prices are increased from last month due to lowered milk production forecasts this month.
Business NEWS
N.C. Ag Brings $77 Billion to State: Agriculture and agribusiness account for almost one-fifth of the state’s income and employees, according to a recent report released by  Dr. Mike Walden, NCSU William Neal Reynolds Professor of Agricultural and Resource Economics.  More than 17 percent, or $77 billion, of the $440 billion gross state product is contributed by food, fiber, and forestry industries. These industries account for 642,000 of the state’s 3.8 million employees. The following are the value-added incomes derived from the state’s agricultural sector for 2011.  At the farm level, value added is sales. At the manufacturing, wholesale, and retail levels, value added is sales minus the cost of non-labor inputs. For agriculture/food Industries, total income equals $67.4 billion, accounting for 15.3 percent of N.C.’s income. For natural fiber Industries, total income equals $4.0 billion, accounting for 0.9 percent of N.C.’s income.   For forestry Industries, total income equals $5.6 billion, accounting for 1.3 percent of N.C.’s income. To read the full report, click here and choose “State Agribusiness Value”.

Exporting Strategies for N.C. Companies:  On Thursday, May 23, the Global Connections Conference will be held at the Greensboro Airport Marriott. Plan to join Jay West, economist with Wells Fargo, The Honorable Sharon Allred Decker, Secretary of the NC Department of Commerce, Walter Bastian, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the US Department of Commerce, as well as other experts in the field of exporting and international trade for a useful and informative workshop to help companies develop and improve strategies for global trade. The $99 registration fee includes continental breakfast and lunch.  To register, click here.
USDA NEWS
N.C. Natural Resources Conservation Service Announces Another Funding Opportunity for EQIP: North Carolina Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting applications for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). EQIP helps producers implement conservation practices to conserve and enhance natural resources on privately owned lands and save energy. Through EQIP, funds are currently available for confined animal operations, crop and pasturelands, lagoon closures, organic production and Longleaf Pine habitat. Funds are also available for eligible producers that are limited in resources and historically underserved.  Applications are due at the local NRCS field offices by close of business on May 17, 2013.

FSA Revises Interest Rate Policy on Guaranteed Loans, Requests Comments: The Farm Service Agency (FSA) published the maximum interest rate interim rule in the Federal Register, which establishes new policies for determining the maximum interest rates charged on loans guaranteed by the Agency. This new rule becomes effective on May 3, 2013, but since the Agency is still interested in input on this new rule, comments will continue to be accepted until June 3, 2013. To view the interim rule and submit your comments, click here  and click Guaranteed Farm Loans Maximum Interest Rates.

USDA Seeks Nominations for Forestry Research Advisory Council:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the re-establishment of the Forestry Research Advisory Council and is seeking nominations for new members. The council's many responsibilities include providing advice to Secretary Vilsack on national and regional research planning projects and on coordination of forestry research within federal and state agencies, forestry schools and forest industries. The council has 10 current and upcoming vacancies. Nominations must be received by April 29, 2013. The announcement appeared in the Federal Register and is available here, along with additional information.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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