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North Carolina’s electric cooperatives serve more than 2.5 million people across North Carolina in 93 of the state’s 100 counties. The 26 electric cooperatives are private, independent and not-for-profit entities committed to providing a high standard of service to residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural customers with at-cost electric service. Each of North Carolina’s electric cooperatives is governed by a board of directors elected from its membership. Members are also owners. North Carolina’s electric cooperatives emphasize the importance of community involvement, integrity, accountability and innovation. 
Washington NEWS
Senate Limits Farm Bill Debate, Set to Vote: Last week, the Senate voted 75-22 to limit debate on its version of the 2013 Farm Bill, setting up a final vote on passage of the bill for Monday evening. The vote to limit debate became necessary after Senate leaders failed to come to an agreement on a list of farm bill amendments to consider.  Since consideration by the full Senate of the Committee-passed farm bill started in mid-May, over 200 amendments have been filed to the bill.  Of the amendments filed to the bill, the Senate has considered only 14 and has adopted eight including the amendment led by Senators Coburn (R-OK) and Durbin (D-IL) to reduce crop insurance subsidies for “millionaires”. It is expected that the Senate will pass its version of the 2013 Farm Bill on Monday by a substantial bipartisan majority. The full House is expected to take up consideration of the House Agriculture Committee-passed farm bill during the week of June 17.

Committee Releases the FY 2014 Ag Appropriations Bill: The House Appropriations Committee released the fiscal year 2014 Agriculture Appropriations bill, which was passed by the agriculture subcommittee the following day. The bill totals $19.5 billion in discretionary funding, which is $1.3 billion below the fiscal year 2013 enacted level and approximately equal to the current level caused by automatic sequestration spending cuts. This total is $516 million below the president’s request for these programs.  The bill includes $2.5 billion for agriculture research programs, including the Agricultural Research Service and the National Institute of Food and Agriculture. This is approximately equal to the fiscal year 2013 enacted funding level. The legislation includes $803.5 million – approximately equal to the fiscal year 2013 enacted level – for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. The bill provides $823 million – $2.3 million below the fiscal year 2013 enacted level – for the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The legislation provides $1.5 billion for FSA, which is equal to the fiscal year 2013 enacted level. The legislation includes $999 million for food safety and inspection programs – which is $31 million below the fiscal year 2013 enacted level.
NC Legislative NEWS

House Approves Fracking Bill: The N.C. House approved a bill that permits fracking in N.C. by a vote of 70-33. While the bill, S.B. 76, restores some safeguards and calls for new environmental protections, it still has to go back to the Senate.  Sponsors of the Senate version say they have issues with the House version and negotiations are likely needed to settle the differences.  However, both versions allow for permits to be issued March 2015 for hydraulic fracturing and offshore drilling, which would not go into effect until the legislature approves the bill.

Redistricting Hearing Concludes: The hearing over the legality of the redistricting of legislative and congressional boundaries concluded last week.  Lawsuits filed by advocacy groups contend that the Republicans redrew boundaries to group black voters in the same district so that Republicans in other districts would fare better.  Republican leaders say the boundaries are lawful.  Three Superior Court judges heard 10 hours of testimony and questions from attorneys but did not say when they will rule on the issue. Whatever the ruling is, it is expected to be appealed.  
Business NEWS

Charlotte Picked for Wells Fargo Ag Lending Center: Wells Fargo announced that Charlotte will be the company’s base for agriculture lending in the Eastern U.S.  Charlotte is the company’s East Coast headquarters and the new site, which hasn’t been announced, is expected to open mid-June. Wells Fargo will focus on financial services to agribusiness and production agriculture.

E-Cigarette Testing in CO: R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. is expanding its testing of its electronic cigarette to Colorado.  The product, Vuse, launched last year in select stores in Clemmons, Winston-Salem, and Danville, Va. Vuse will continue to be available in the area, but supplies may be limited as products are distributed to Colorado beginning in July.

Council of State Approves Wood Pellet Export Facility at Port of Wilmington: The Council of State approved a lease agreement that gives the North Carolina State Ports Authority the go-ahead to enter the highly competitive wood pellet industry. The agreement between the Ports and Enviva Holdings, LP would allow for construction of a wood pellet export facility at the Port of Wilmington. The agreement could bring an estimated $2.5 million in annual revenue and at least $1.25 million in annual operating earnings. If built, the facility would receive, store and load wood pellets for export to Europe where they would be used as a renewable energy source.  According to forest-industry experts at N.C. State University, U.S. production of wood pellets is expected to increase from 3 million tons just four short years ago to nearly 10 million tons by 2015. With its vast amount of renewable and sustainable wood fiber sources, North Carolina is an attractive location for wood biomass plants.  The initial lease term is 21 years, with two additional five-year renewal options. Enviva is a Maryland-based manufacturer and supplier of wood pellets to buyers in the United Kingdom and the entire European Union.  It currently operates two wood pellet mills in North Carolina — one in Ahoskie, and a recently-commissioned facility in Northampton.  Enviva operates two additional plants in Alabama and Mississippi, with a fifth plant under construction in South Hampton County, Va.  

Campaign NEWS

Tillis Will Run for Hagan’s Seat: Republican N.C. House Speaker Thom Tillis announced he will challenge U.S. Sen. Kay Hagan (D-N.C.).  Hagan’s seat is one of the most targeted Democratic Senate seats in the upcoming 2014 election.  Tillis has begun building his campaign team. This race has been rated tossup/tilt Democrat by Rothenberg Political Report/Roll Call.
University NEWS

Strawberry Breeding Program Receives National Grants: Dr. Jeremy Pattison, strawberry breeder and geneticist with the N.C. State University Plants for Human Health Institute at the N.C. Research Campus, has received a $158,391 grant from the National Strawberry Sustainability Initiative. Pattison also is a co-investigator on a second grant in the amount of $127,168, led by Dr. Brian Whipker, also with N.C. State. The grants will support work in transferring the latest research to strawberry growers in North and South Carolina and Virginia to maximize yields and profitability. Pattison recently completed a comprehensive research program that has developed a fall growing degree day model. Pattison has extensively tested the new production practices at NCSU and N.C. Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services research stations across the state. In addition to the latest research, new technologies and tools will be shared with growers. Pattison cited a cost-effective, energy-efficient cooling system that was recently developed for use by small to medium-sized growers to increase fruit quality and reduce postharvest product loss.

New Leader for Leadership Institute: Dr. Marshall Stewart, special assistant to the dean and associate director of the North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, has been named director of the Food Systems Leadership Institute, succeeding Dr. Ken Swartzel, who has directed the institute since it was founded and is retiring. Stewart, who is an FSLI Fellow, served as head of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Department of 4-H Youth Development and Family and Consumer Sciences until 2012 when CALS Dean Richard Linton named him special assistant to the dean.

Immigration NEWS

Immigration Set for Vote Next Week:  U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., filed cloture on the immigration bill last week, and a vote on the bill could come as early as June 10.  Action on the Senate floor is expected to be rigorous. Leaders working on the bill hope to get 70 votes, but they admit they do not yet have the 60 votes needed to prevent a filibuster. 
Commodity NEWS
N.C. Crop Summary:  There were 6.4 days suitable for field work for the week ending June 3rd, in comparison to 4.4 days for the week ending May 26th, according to the latest report from the USDA NASS’ N.C. Field Office.  Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 2% very short, 25% short, 62% adequate, and 11% surplus. Average temperatures were above normal for the week ranging from 65 degrees to 75 degrees. The state received very little rainfall this week and areas in the east are reporting dry conditions. Farmers took advantage of the nice weather during the week to cut hay and plant soybeans, corn, cotton, peanuts, tobacco, sorghum and sweet potatoes. Pastures seem to be holding up well for now. 

National Pork Board Approves $450,000 in PEDV Research Funds: In less than three weeks since the positive identification of Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus (PEDV) in the United States, the National Pork Board has approved $450,000 in Checkoff funds to help speed research into finding answers to this new disease threat facing the domestic pork industry. This amount, coupled with funds just approved by the Iowa Pork Producers Association's research committee, brings the current total devoted to PEDV research to $527,000 from the two producer-based organizations. The objectives of the Pork Board's swine health committee, which will oversee the PEDV research, will be to get real answers about the spread and transmission of the disease, along with measures to detect, diagnose, prevent and control it.
NCDA NEWS

Troxler Appoints New General Counsel, Two Division Directors: N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler announced three staff appointments at the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. Vernon Cox of Raleigh has been appointed director of the Plant Industry Division. He succeeds Gene Cross, who retired Oct. 31. Cox, an environmental programs specialist with the department since 2010, had served as interim director of Plant Industry since November. His career in state government also includes 15 years with the Division of Soil and Water Conservation. Alan Wade of Erwin has been named director of the Meat and Poultry Inspection Division. He succeeds Donald Delozier, who retired April 30. Wade has worked at the department for 25 years, and for the past 17 he oversaw the Meat and Poultry Inspection Division’s compliance and evaluation section. His work on behalf of food safety has been recognized by the U.S. FDA and the USDA. All three staff members have assumed their duties.
USDA NEWS

Vilsack Outlines Vision for Ag Solutions to Environmental Challenges: U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said that the federal government must increase collaboration with producers, researchers and industry to develop the next generation of solutions that will help agriculture mitigate and adapt to modern climate challenges. USDA will establish seven "Regional Climate Hubs" to work in partnership with producers and foresters. The hubs will be established for the Northeast, Midwest, Southeast, Northern Plains, Southern Plains, Pacific Northwest, and Southwest. NRCS will leverage technology and provide technical assistance to agriculture - both by providing new technical tools for researchers, and new tools for farmers and ranchers themselves. Vilsack announced the release of the "Carbon Management and Evaluation Tool," also known as COMET-FARM, a free online tool that will help producers calculate how much carbon their conservation actions can remove from the atmosphere. The tool is available for use at http://www.comet-farm.com/. NRCS, Risk Management Agency (RMA) and Farm Service Agency (FSA) worked together to establish common, science-based guidance on when cover crops should be terminated. 
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for June: The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for June 2013. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for June 2013 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from May. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during June 2013 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from May. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for June are as follows, 1.250 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from May; 1.750 percent with 10-year loan terms, down from 1.875 in May and; 2.000 percent with 12-year loan terms, down from 2.125 percent in May. The maximum discount rate applicable for June 2013 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from May.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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