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The Tobacco Farm Life Museum fundraiser -   The 2009 “Bootleggers Roundup” began on May 22nd.  Volunteers from across the state have agreed to be “arrested” and raise ”bail” for the Museum’s fundraiser.  “Witnesses for the Prosecution” are raising reverse bond funds to assist in keeping the “accused” in jail.  Participants include Stan Eury, NC Growers Association; Graham Boyd, Tobacco Growers Association of NC; George Scott, Universal Lead; Marvin Coghill, Standard Commercial; Ted Godwin, KS Bank; Brandon Scott, Springhill Outfitters; and even Walter, the Museum’s cat.  If you wish to make a donation towards “bail” or “reverse bond” for any participants, please call the Museum with your pledge, (919) 284-3431.  Donations will go directly for Museum operations and educational programs. All donations are tax deductible.  The Tobacco Farm Life Museum in Kenly has 7 historic buildings on site as well as a 6000 sq. foot gallery highlighting the history of the North Carolina tobacco farmer.  The Museum is open for visitors Monday through Sunday. We hope to see you soon.

Washington NEWS
Farm Bill Conference Moving Forward: Last week, the House sent its farm-only farm bill to the Senate. Senate Ag Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) got the Senate, with the help of several GOP senators, to approve her consent request to go to conference. Stabenow’s motion inserted the food stamp measures back into the House-approved version.  House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-VA) put together a group of 21 GOP members to work with Ag Committee Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK) on the food stamp issues of the bill.  The Politico reports a formal conference is not expected to happen before the August recess. 
Senate Confirms EPA, Labor Nominees: The U.S. Senate voted to confirm the nomination of Gina McCarthy to lead the EPA.  The 59-40 vote was largely along party lines with one Democrat voting against and a handful of Republicans voting in favor. Her nomination has been controversial, though Democrats point out that she has worked for four GOP governors and that it’s unlikely that the president would put forward another candidate with such ties to Republicans.  The up-or-down vote on her nomination was held as part of a Republican deal to avoid a Senate rule change proposed by Senate Leader Harry Reid (D-NV).  The change would have dropped the vote requirement to approve executive branch nominees from 60 to 51. The current 60 vote requirement is a traditional Senate rule to protect minority party rights. The deal was only agreed to for seven upcoming nominations including a National Labor Relations Board nominee.  The Senate also confirmed, by an up-or-down vote, Tom Perez as Labor Secretary by a vote of 54-46.  The controversial nominee received no GOP votes. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) questioned Perez’s ethics as the head of the Civil Rights division of the Department of Justice. 

House Votes to Delay Obamacare Mandates: The U.S. House voted last week to delay the Obamacare employer mandate, as well as the individual mandate.  The White House recently delayed implementation of the employer mandate for one year.  The vote, 264-161, on a bill to delay the employer mandate received support from all Republicans (but one) and 35 Democrats including U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7).  The vote to delay the individual mandate, 251-174, received the support of 22 Democrats, McIntyre included, while one Republican voted against it.  Republicans are angered that the Administration is not giving the same break on implementation to individuals.  The White House said it will veto both bills. During a recent hearing, U.S. Rep. Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2) “grilled” a witness from the U.S. Treasury Department over the Administration’s delay. To view the exchange, click here. 

Bill Introduced  to Ban Insecticide:  Representative John Conyers, Jr. (D-MI.) and Representative Earl Bluemenauer (D-OR) introduced the “Saving America’s Pollinators Act of 2013,” which requires the Administrator of the EPA to suspend the use of certain insecticide, known as neonicotinoids, to prevent so-called “future mass die-offs of honey bees.” The bill directs the Administrator of the EPA to suspend the registration of certain neonicotinoids – known as imidacloprid, clothianidin, thiamethoxam, dinotafuran – and any other members of the nitro group of neonicotinoid insecticides until the Administrator has made a determination that such insecticides will not cause unreasonable adverse effects on pollinators based on an evaluation of peer-review scientific evidence and a completed field study. The bill will also require regular monitoring of bee health.
Ag Research Bill Introduced: Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Chairwoman of the U.S. Senate Ag Committee, and Sen. John Thune (R-SD), a member of the Committee, introduced a bill with Rep. Devin Nunes (R-CA) and Rep. Ron Kind (D-WI) that will leverage private dollars to create charitable partnerships between universities and private entities. The bill, the Charitable Agricultural Research Act, amends the tax code to allow for the creation of new charitable, tax-exempt agricultural research organizations. The Senate bill is S. 1280. The House bill is H.R. 2671. 
N.C. Legislative NEWS

N.C. Farm Bill Passes: The NC Farm Bill of 2013 passed the House and Senate and was signed by the governor. The new law will strengthen NC's right-to-farm law by expanding the protections to farms that have been in existence for at least a year, were not a nuisance when they began even if they have undergone any of the following: a change in ownership or size; an interruption of farming lasting for a period of no more than three years; employment of new technology; or a change in the type of agricultural or forestry product produced.  This bill includes language that provides producers--certified by the USDA GAP and GHP Audit Verification Program or similar program designated by the Commissioner of Agriculture--rebuttable presumption against charges of negligence. The bill exempts migrant housing from requirements for installation of an automatic sprinkler system if the building meets the requirements of the Federal Occupational Safety & Health Administration regulations and the Migrant Housing Act of North Carolina. The bill clarifies language about permissible uses of farm buildings for exhibitions and events where the public is invited into a building that was exempt from the building code when constructed because it was a farm building. For more, click here. 

Tax Reform Spares Farmer Exemptions: A long-awaited bill to reform NC's tax code has finally passed the legislature and awaits the governor's signature. The bill reduces and simplifies the 3-tiered state personal income tax from the current maximum rate of 7.75% and minimum rate of 6% to 5.8% in 2014 and 5.75% in 2015; reduces the corporate income tax from 6.9% to 6% in 2014 and then to 5% in 2015 - a 29% rate reduction; if the state meets revenue targets, the corporate income tax will drop to 4% in 2016 and 3% in 2017. A farmer who has an annual gross income of $10,000 or more in the preceding calendar year are eligible for the following tax exemptions: fuel and electricity that is measured by a separate meter or another separate device and used for a purpose other than preparing food, heating dwellings, and other household purposes; a container used in the planting, cultivating, harvesting, or curing of farm crops or in the production of dairy products, eggs, or animals or used in packaging and transporting the farmer's product for sale; a grain, feed, or soybean storage facility and parts and accessories attached to the facility; remedies, vaccines, medications, litter materials, and feeds for animals; semen; baby chicks and poults sold for commercial poultry or egg production; commercially manufactured facility to be used for commercial purposes for housing, raising, or feeding animals; building materials, supplies, fixtures, and equipment that become a part of and are used in the construction, repair, or improvement of an enclosure or a structure specifically designed, constructed, and used for housing, raising, or feeding animals.

N.C. Immigration Bill on Hold for Analysis: Rep. Harry Warren of Salisbury changed course on his immigration bill, which calls for strict immigration enforcement and allows undocumented immigrants to drive.  Warren said the change was necessary to keep the bill alive because of a lack of support from fellow Republicans.  The House will only consider the portion of the bill that details which employers are required to use the E-Verify system. Warren hopes to bring the bill back to the floor next year after the Department of Insurance and the Department of Public Safety have a chance to analyze the bill. 

Rural Center Audit Released, Hall Resigns: A state audit of the N.C. Rural Economic Development Center was released last week.  The audit came about as state legislators debate how much state funding should be allocated to the agency for the next two fiscal years. The report found that: approximately $20 million in interest earnings from undisbursed state funds is not available to the state; job creation or other performance measures were not verified for at least five grants; grant reporting requirements were not diligently enforced; executive pay is not reasonable. After the report was released, Gov. Pat McCrory called for the President of the Rural Center, Billy Ray Hall and Valeria Lee, president of the Rural Center's board of directors to resign and froze the agency’s state funding. Hall announced his retirement, effective immediately. Hall has been the Center's president since its founding in 1987. Lee appointed Elaine Matthews, the center's senior vice president, to oversee the Rural Center's daily operations during the transition. 
Environmental  NEWS

Group Calls on EPA to Protect Workers From Pesticides: Farmworker Justice has joined 17 other organizations in calling on the EPA to provide protections to farmworkers from pesticide exposure.  A report released July 15 by Farmworker Justice says that worker protection standards have not been updated in 20 years and are not effective in preventing pesticide exposure for farmworkers and their families.  To read more, click here. 
Business NEWS
Food Packaging Company to Expand:  Pactiv, LLC will expand manufacturing facilities in Lenoir and Iredell counties.  The company plans to create 77 jobs in the two counties and invest more than $9 million in Kinston and Mooresville. Headquartered in Illinois, Pactiv is a leader in the foodservice and food packaging markets. Pactiv, which operates 54 manufacturing plants in seven countries, already employs 850 people in six North Carolina locations.
Wright Foods to Expand in Montgomery County: Wright Foods will be expanding its food processing and packaging operation in Montgomery County.  The company plans to create 505 new jobs and invest $53 million over the next five years in Troy. Wright Foods currently employs more than 80 employees in North Carolina. Wright Foods is a food processing company that utilizes aseptic processing technology developed at NCSU to package its products. 
Commodity NEWS

Report Highlights Importance of Increasing N.C. Fruit and Vegetable Access:A new report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says that North Carolinians are still not eating enough fruits or vegetables. The CDC’s 2013 State Indicator Report on Fruits and Vegetables reported that four out of 10  North Carolina high school students (44.5 percent) and adults (40.8 percent) eat fruit less than one time per day, both worse than the national rates of 36 percent and 37.7 percent respectively. About four out of 10 N.C. high school students (39.6 percent) and two out of 10 N.C. adults (21.9 percent) eat vegetables less than one time per day, with adults doing better and high school students doing worse than the national rates of 37.7 percent and 22.6 percent respectively. To read the full report, click here. 
N.C. Crop Summary:  There were 2.5 days suitable for field work for the week ending July 14th, compared to 2.2 days for the week ending June 7th, according to the latest report from USDA NASS N.C. Field Office.  Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 30% adequate and 70% surplus. Average temperatures were slightly below normal for the week. Most areas of the state received over 1.0 inch of rain with a several areas recording over 3.0 inches. The continued soggy conditions are once again limiting field activity for farmers. There are reports of more hand labor being used to top and sucker tobacco, wheat is being harvested; however, farmers are incurring penalties for the high moisture content, and farmers are also experiencing delays in planting of double crop soybeans. Some farmers are planning on planting if they can get in the fields by the 25th of the month. Farmers are also reporting crops that are being drowned and many fields with standing water. To read the full report, click here. 
NCDA NEWS

N.C. Small Grain Growers to Vote on Assessment: A farmer referendum on whether to continue an assessment on sales of seven types of grain will take place Aug. 7, the N.C. Small Grain Growers Association has announced. The assessment amount would be half of 1 percent on sales of wheat, rye, oats, barley, rapeseed, canola and grain sorghum. The assessment period would run from Jan. 1, 2014, through Dec. 31, 2019. All North Carolina small-grain growers who are at least 18 years old by Aug. 7 are eligible to vote during regular business hours at their local N.C. Cooperative Extension office. For more details, contact Dan Weathington, executive director of the association, at 919-809-8657.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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