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The Tobacco Farm Life Museum fundraiser -   The 2009 “Bootleggers Roundup” began on May 22nd.  Volunteers from across the state have agreed to be “arrested” and raise ”bail” for the Museum’s fundraiser.  “Witnesses for the Prosecution” are raising reverse bond funds to assist in keeping the “accused” in jail.  Participants include Stan Eury, NC Growers Association; Graham Boyd, Tobacco Growers Association of NC; George Scott, Universal Lead; Marvin Coghill, Standard Commercial; Ted Godwin, KS Bank; Brandon Scott, Springhill Outfitters; and even Walter, the Museum’s cat.  If you wish to make a donation towards “bail” or “reverse bond” for any participants, please call the Museum with your pledge, (919) 284-3431.  Donations will go directly for Museum operations and educational programs. All donations are tax deductible.  The Tobacco Farm Life Museum in Kenly has 7 historic buildings on site as well as a 6000 sq. foot gallery highlighting the history of the North Carolina tobacco farmer.  The Museum is open for visitors Monday through Sunday. We hope to see you soon.

Washington NEWS

Vilsack Says a Farm Bill Extension Won’t Work: US Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack called on legislators as they return this week to Congress to pass a comprehensive, multiyear Food, Farm and Jobs Bill as soon as possible. In January, Congress extended some of the 2008 Farm Bill programs for nine months and many of those expire on Sept. 30.  An extension, he says, “would deny farmers and ranchers the ability to plan their operation around a predictable, long-term farm safety net. For rural communities, it would provide little certainty with regard to economic development programs. It would set no long-term standards for conservation or renewable energy programs.” And it “would do nothing to solve the Brazil cotton trade dispute.”   This week, Secretary Vilsack helped launch a new social media campaign calling on Americans to share their stories about Farm Bill programs that are important in their communities. You can send stories on social media about how the Farm Bill affects your community using the hashtag #MyFarmBill. To read Vilsack’s entire column, click here. 
Immigration NEWS
Feinstein Urges ICE to Halt Prosecutions of Ag Employers: Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), a senior member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, is urging the Department of Homeland Security to use prosecutorial discretion and focus immigration enforcement efforts on violent criminals rather than legitimate agricultural employers and their workers. In a letter to Secretary Janet Napolitano, Feinstein described the “troubling feedback” she is receiving from farmers in California that ICE is continuing to use I-9 worksite audits against agricultural employers.  “I respectfully suggest that you adopt a policy of exercising prosecutorial discretion to defer enforcement against agricultural employers and workers, and concentrate instead on removing those who would and have harmed our society, rather than those who contribute to our vital agricultural economy and heritage,” Feinstein wrote.
N.C. Legislative NEWS

Legislature Overrides Immigration Bill Veto: The NC Senate and House voted last week to override Gov. Pat McCrory’s veto of an immigration bill, HB 786. The bill extends the state definition of a seasonal worker from 90 days to nearly nine months.  Under current state law, seasonal workers are given an exemption from E-Verify screening. This does not however change federal law.
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Solar Farm Company Proposes Another Site in Yadkin County: Strata Solar, a Chapel Hill solar farm company, submitted an application in August to the NC Utilities Commission for a second solar farm in Yadkin County.  If approved, the farm would produce five megawatts of power and would begin operations in April.  In May, the company proposed a site in East Bend at Wooten Farm. Strata operates sites in Mocksville, Mount Airy, and in Avery County. 
Environmental NEWS

NC Officials Developing Rules on Oil and Gas Exploration to Meet: The North Carolina Mining and Energy Commission and several of its study groups and committees are scheduled to meet in September to continue developing a modern regulatory program for oil and gas exploration. The September meetings are on the following schedule: Sept. 5 and 6 and Sept. 26 and 27.  Please check the Commission’s meeting schedule at this website.

Published Seed Treatment Guide to Protect Pollinators: The National Corn Growers Association, together with the American Seed Trade Association, CropLife America, American Farm Bureau Federation, American Soybean Association and Agricultural Retailers Association, released the Seed Treatment Stewardship Guide. This publication provides farmers and seed companies with critical information and up-to-date guidelines for managing treated seeds effectively to minimize the risk of exposure to pollinators and other non-target organisms. The guide contains recommendations for such processes as: planting of treated seeds; safe use of seed treatment products; safe handling and transport of seeds; selection of treatment products; treated seed labeling; and the storage of treated seeds. It also includes a seed treatment glossary and an exhaustive list of resources.
Business NEWS
Shuanghui International and Smithfield Foods Deal Clears Federal Hurdle: Shuanghui International Holdings Limited and Smithfield Foods, Inc. announced that the companies have received clearance on their proposed transaction from the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS). Smithfield and Shuanghui International also announced that the parties have received governmental merger clearance in Ukraine. The transaction remains subject to Smithfield shareholder approval and other customary closing conditions. Smithfield's shareholders are scheduled to vote on the transaction at a special shareholders meeting on Tuesday, September 24, 2013. Shuanghui International and Smithfield expect the transaction to close shortly thereafter.
BASF Opens $33 Million Facility Expansion in RTP: BASF inaugurated its new research facilities in Research Triangle Park at a grand opening ceremony. This $33 million expansion includes 80,000 square feet of office, laboratory, and green house facilities. The facilities include a climate-controlled greenhouse and laboratories for plant biotechnology research and a new environmentally-controlled insect production facility to expand insect control research. “A significant share of BASF’s insecticide research is conducted in RTP. These larger facilities will enable us to evaluate our promising insecticide candidates faster,” said Nevin McDougall, Senior Vice President, BASF Crop Protection North America.
Commodity NEWS

NC Soybean Rust Update: Asiatic Soybean Rust was confirmed in four more South Carolina counties -- Anderson, Edgefield, Lexington, and Newberry. This puts rust close enough to our Murphy and Charlotte areas to warrant a fungicide recommendation for soybeans that have started blooming and do not yet have full-sized seeds in the top four nodes of the plant. The closest confirmed rust on soybeans to our North Carolina soybeans is now approximately 80 miles from Charlotte, 310 miles from Elizabeth City, 140 miles from Fayetteville, 90 miles from Murphy, 195 miles from Raleigh, 250 miles from Washington, 160 miles from Wilmington, and 150 miles from Winston-Salem, NC.  For more info go to the USDA soybean rust website.

NC Crop and Weather Report: There were 5.6 days suitable for field work for the week ending September 1st, compared to 4.5 days for the week ending August 25th, according to the latest report from USDA’S NASS NC Field Office.  Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 9% short, 78% adequate, and 13% surplus. Average temperatures still remained below normal for some areas of the state. Isolated thunderstorms brought rain in the western part of the state with some areas receiving over an inch of precipitation. The drier conditions allowed for hay harvest to progress and to be baled. Most crops progress remains behind last year averages and the 5-year averages. To read the full report, click here. 
NCDA NEWS

Small-Business Food Recall Workshop: A workshop aimed at helping small food businesses prevent and respond to recalls will take place Sept. 24 at the Eaddy Agronomic Building in Raleigh. The workshop is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. It is sponsored by the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the N.C. Food Safety and Defense Task Force. The workshop is aimed at food entrepreneurs who work out of shared-use or certified home kitchens, food processing and packaging businesses, and meat processors. Speakers include representatives from the NCDA&CS, Food Lion and N.C. Sea Grant. The cost is $20 and includes lunch and materials. The registration deadline is Sept. 17. A registration form is available here. For more information, contact Annette Dunlap at 919-707-3117 or annette.dunlap@ncagr.gov.

Take Advantage of Got to Be NC Marketing Opportunities: Look for new opportunities to market and sell your products through the Got to Be NC marketing campaign in the coming months.  New partnerships with grocery chains, military commissaries and other vendors are forming incorporating the GTBNC brand, and buyers are looking for more NC products. Sponsored events, like the East-West BBQ Festival in Greensboro and the International Blue Grass Festival in Raleigh, throughout the year will continue to provide opportunities to showcase your products.  

North Carolina Celebrates Wine and Grape Month:  Gov. Pat McCrory proclaimed September as North Carolina Wine and Grape Month in recognition of the industry’s estimated $1.28 billion economic impact on the state. “With about 120 wineries and 400 commercial grape growers, we’re the 10th-largest producer of wine and grapes in the nation,” said NC Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. There are more than 20 events planned at wineries and vineyards across the state during the month. For more info, go to www.ncwine.org.
USDA NEWS

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for September: The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for September 2013. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for September 2013 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from August. The interest rate for commodity and marketing assistance loans disbursed during September 2013 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from August. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for September 2013 are as follows: 2.000 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from August; 2.625 percent with 10-year loan terms, unchanged from August and; 2.875 percent with 12-year loan terms, up from 2.750 percent in August. The maximum discount rate applicable for September 2013 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from August 2013. 

GAO Report Calls for More Disclosure on USDA Poultry Changes; Groups Challenge Industry Safety: The US Government Accountability Office (GAO) issued its report about the USDA’s proposal to modernize poultry inspection and the pilot program the proposal is based on, known as the HACCP-based Inspection Models Project (HIMP). GAO identified strengths including giving plants responsibility and flexibility for ensuring food safety and quality and allowing USDA inspectors to focus more on food safety activities. GAO identified weaknesses including that training of plant personnel assuming sorting responsibilities on the slaughter line is not required or standardized and that faster line speeds allowed under the pilot projects raise concerns about food safety and worker safety. GAO recommends that USDA (1) collect and analyze information to determine if the young hog pilot project is meeting its purpose and (2) clearly disclose to the public limitations in the information it relied on for the proposed rule to modernize poultry slaughter inspections. USDA concurred with GAO's recommendations. The Southern Poverty Law Center and a coalition of civil rights groups filed a formal petition urging OSHA to issue new work speed standards and USDA to engage in thorough interagency consultation about worker safety before implementing its proposed poultry rule changes that would increase work speeds in poultry processing. The USDA has proposed increasing poultry processing line speeds from a maximum of 140 birds per minute to 175.  The National Chicken Council addressed the issue of increased line speeds. “OSHA data speaks for itself: we have a sustained record of improving the safety of our workplace during the last two decades,” said Ashley Peterson, Ph.D., National Chicken Council vice president of scientific and regulatory affairs. “Over the past 14 years of this pilot program there has been no evidence to substantiate the assertion that increased line speeds will increase injuries.” The 14 groups joining the SPLC include  the Coalition of Poultry Workers, Farmworker Advocacy Network,  National Council for Occupational Safety and Health, North Carolina Justice Center, and Western North Carolina Workers’ Center. To read the full report, click here.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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