[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






January 12, 2009
[image: image1.png]Fea toste





At House of Raeford Farms, Inc., one of the top ten largest poultry processors in the nation, we provide chicken and turkey products to the foodservice, retail, and export markets. We are a family-owned and operated company based out of Rose Hill, North Carolina with additional facilities located in Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, and South Carolina. We take pride in our workforce which numbers over 6,000, and we are committed to protecting and maintaining the health and safety of our employees. House of Raeford:  The one with Real taste

Washington NEWS
Etheridge, Butterfield Subcommittee Assignments:  House Democrats announced subcommittees and other assignments for the 111th Congress.  Bob Etheridge (D-NC) will serve on the Trade and Oversight committees.  For the House Energy and Commerce subcommittees, G.K. Butterfield (D-NC) will serve on the Energy and Environment subcommittee, Communications, Technology, and the Internet subcommittee, and the Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection subcommittee. The assignments are subject to ratification by the House Democratic Caucus. 

Vilsack Confirmation Hearing Set:  U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin says the confirmation hearing for former Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack as the nation's next agriculture secretary will be on Jan. 14.  President-elect Barack Obama chose Vilsack for the post. 
Immigration NEWS
Changes to H2A Program Raise Groups' Ire:  Farm worker advocates and opponents of illegal immigration are blasting one of President Bush's "midnight regulations" that will make it easier for agricultural employers to hire foreign workers. They say the changes undermine worker protections, exploit immigrants and set wage levels so low that domestic workers cannot compete with foreign workers for jobs. The regulation, which makes changes in the H-2A Temporary Agriculture Worker Program, allows agricultural employers to hire temporary foreign workers if not enough domestic workers are able or willing to fill farm jobs. The changes also promise to reduce paperwork and make processing deadlines more efficient.  They are expected to take effect Jan. 17, three days before President-elect Barack Obama takes office. Midnight regulations are rules pushed by the executive branch in the waning days of a lame-duck president's term. However, the incoming president is free to revise or revoke such last-minute changes. 
Commodity NEWS

Salmonella Outbreak Sickens 388 Across U.S:  An outbreak of salmonella food poisoning has made 388 people sick across 42 states, sending 18 percent of them to the hospital, U.S. health officials said on Wednesday. The CDC is trying to trace the source of the outbreak, which began in September. Only Ohio state health officials have agreed to have their state named as one of those affected, with an estimated 50 cases.

Doubled Quota Positions U.S. Pork For Growth in Russia:  The doubling of the country-specific tariff rate quota for U.S. pork could pave the way for boosting export opportunities in Russia, according to U.S. Meat Export Federation economist Erin Daley.  Following recent negotiations between Russia and the US, the quota was raised to 220.5 million pounds per year from 110.9 million pounds per year. According to Daley, Russia is trying to grow its domestic pork industry, but it currently doesn't have sufficient domestic production to meet its growing needs. Russian processors especially will continue to rely on pork imports, and the upped quota will help make U.S. pork more affordable to Russia, she said.

Egg Sets, Chicks Placed Decline:  Commercial hatcheries in the 19-state weekly program set 203 million eggs in incubators during the week ended Jan. 3, 2009, down 7 percent from the eggs set the corresponding week a year earlier, according to USDA.  Broiler growers in the program placed 169 million chicks for meat production during the week ended Jan. 3, 2009, down 5 percent from the comparable week a year earlier.  Cumulative placements from Dec. 30, 2007, through Jan. 3, 2009, were 9.12 billion, down 2 percent from the same period a year ago.

Analyst Predicts Modest Hog Profits:  Modest gains in hog prices and lower cost of production should return hog producers to profitability in 2009 after six consecutive quarters of losses, according to Purdue University Extension Economist Chris Hurt.  In 2008, the estimated cost for average farrow-to-finish producers was near $53 per live hundredweight with prices about $48, resulting in losses of about $5 per hundredweight or near $15 per head. For 2009, costs are expected to approach $50 with prices about $51, for profits of $1 per live hundredweight or about $3 per head.  Hurt’s forecasts assume that 2009 corn prices decline by about 60 cents per bushel and soybean meal falls by about $25 per ton from cash prices on Jan. 5. He also assumes slaughter supplies will be down 2 percent in 2009, based on USDA's latest Hogs and Pigs report that showed reduced breeding and market herds. Hurt expects reduced pork exports in 2009 to be offset by an increased U.S. population, making domestic per capital pork availability unchanged from 2008.
Business NEWS

Grants Available from Tobacco Trust Fund Commission:  Current economic and job conditions have accelerated the implementation of a new grant cycle from the North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund Commission (NCTTF). Upcoming grant funding will place a high priority on projects that address ways to stimulate the agricultural economy in local communities, decrease unemployment and implement workforce development programs. Grant applications are available at www.tobaccotrustfund.org and should be postmarked by February 16, 2009. Grant recipients will be announced by May 29, 2009.

Belmont Textile Company to Close After a Century:  R.L. Stowe Inc. has announced it is closing after almost 108 years in the sales yarn business. The firm employees 550 people in two Belmont plants and two plants in Chattanooga and Lupton City, Tenn.  President and CEO Harding Stowe said that "business conditions in the fourth quarter deteriorated suddenly and dramatically." Stowe said management doesn't see sales returning to levels sufficient to remain in business. 

NC Opens Foreign Trade Office in Shanghai:  North Carolina has opened its second foreign trade office in China after it grew into the state's second-largest export market after Canada. Commerce Secretary Jim Fain said Thursday that the office opened in the eastern Chinese metropolis of Shanghai last week. There was already a North Carolina trade office in the southern city of Hong Kong.  North Carolina businesses exported $1.73 billion in products to China through October. China is the leading destination for items leaving the Port of Wilmington. 

Environmental NEWS

EPA and Perdue Farms Sign Water Protection Initiative:  The U.S. EPA announced an agreement with Md.–based Perdue Farms to implement a four-year program aimed at protecting waters in the mid-Atlantic and Southeast regions. Under the new four-year, environmental management program, Perdue, EPA and their partners will provide training and assistance to poultry farmers so that they can learn how to achieve or exceed compliance with guidelines for controlling runoff and managing litter disposal. As part of the initiative, Perdue poultry processing facilities will each implement an environmental management system. The initiative also will include an awards program to recognize poultry farms that demonstrate environmental excellence in protecting and restoring waterways.

Commissioners Form Voluntary Agricultural District:  A voluntary agricultural district was formed by the Craven County Board of Commissioners on Monday to help identify and protect county farms.
USDA NEWS 
Secretary Recommends Soybean Checkoff Audit:  The USDA has informed the American Soybean Association (ASA) that Secretary Schafer has signed a memorandum recommending that USDA’s Office of Inspector General (OIG) conduct an audit and, as appropriate, investigation of the National Soybean Checkoff Program based on the petition filed by the ASA on Dec. 10, 2008.  ASA’s petition calls for an investigation of the United Soybean Board (USB) and the U.S. Soybean Export Council (USSEC) to ensure that soybean checkoff dollars are being managed and invested as prescribed by law. 

USDA National Scholars Program Accepting Applications:  USDA/1890 National Scholars Program applications are now being accepted for the 2009 academic school year. Applications from high school seniors must be postmarked no later than Feb.1, 2009, and mailed to the USDA Liaison Office at the institution of the applicant's choice. Recipients receive full tuition, fees, books, use of laptop computers and printers, software, employment and benefits for each of the four years they pursue a Bachelor's degree. Students are required to work one year at USDA for each year of their scholarship. Information is available at www.ascr.usda.gov/1890programs.html. 
USDA Proposes Five-Year Terms for Livestock Dealers:  USDA's Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) has proposed amending the Packers and Stockyards Act to require market agencies and dealers to register every five years.  Under current regulations, an approved registration is effective indefinitely. The proposed rule was published in the Dec. 16, 2008, Federal Register. GIPSA is accepting public comments received by Feb. 17, 2009. 
NCDA NEWS

Farmers Market Restaurant to Close Jan. 11 For Repairs: The State Farmers Market Restaurant will close at 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 11, and will reopen Saturday, March 7 so that it can undergo needed repairs and renovations.  
Mark Your Calendar

The NCDA&CS will hold a public hearing on proposed rules regarding pesticides on Tuesday, Jan. 13 at 1 p.m., Martin Building, NC State Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue Ridge Rd., Raleigh. Contact: James W. Burnette, 733-3556. 

The NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources will hold two public meetings on Tuesday, Jan. 13 on North Carolina areas not attaining the federal ozone standard.  The meetings will be held at 2 p.m. at Forsyth County Environmental Affairs Department, Main Conference Room, 537 North Spruce St., Winston-Salem and at 7 p.m. at Colonial Theatre, Colonial Annex, 53 Park St., Canton. Contact: Tom Mather, 715-7408. 

The last public meeting on NC’s agricultural research stations will be held on Wednesday, Jan. 14 at 1 p.m., Haywood County Extension Center, 589 Raccoon Road, Waynesville, (828) 456-3575.

The NC Division of Air Quality will hold a public hearing on Thursday, Jan. 15 at 6 p.m. on a proposed air quality permit revision for a new coal-fired boiler at Duke Energy's Cliffside facilities, Chase High School, 1603 Chase High School Rd., Forest City. Contact: Don Van der Vaart, Donald.vanderVaart@ncmail.net. 

The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a public meeting on Thursday, Jan. 15 at 6 p.m.  on the placement of a 30-acre Coastal Fishing Reef/Oyster Sanctuary in the Pamlico Sound, Hyde Co. Government Center, Multi-purpose Room, 30 Oyster Creek St., Swan Quarter. Contact: Stopher Slade, 252-808-8055. 

The 2009 North Carolina Turfgrass Conference and Show will be held on Jan. 26-29 at the Hilton North Raleigh, 3415 Wake Forest Road. The event is sponsored by NCSU and the Turfgrass Council of North Carolina and is designed for professionals in the turfgrass industry who manage the turf in areas such as golf courses, athletic playing fields and landscapes. Presentations will focus on topics such as disease, weed and insect control. Presentations on sod production are also scheduled.  The conference also includes sessions that provide the information necessary to obtain and maintain a license to apply pesticides in NC and a trade show.  Conference program and registration information is available at www.turffiles.ncsu.edu/.

The North Carolina Aquaculture Conference and Aquafood Festival will be held in Atlantic Beach NC January 30-31st.  The Aquafood Festival features products cultured in North Carolina by aquaculture techniques; everything from Rainbow Trout to Oysters. This year, locally cultured Carolina Black Sea Bass® will be served.  For more information, please contact Ted Davis at 791-9128 or email at ted@aquaplantations.com.
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