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[image: image1.png]This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), which is a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is the legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers. North Carolina has employed the largest number of H-2a workers in the U.S. for the last 10 years, with over 7,000 workers in 2007. However, H-2a accounts for less than 5% of the seasonal/temporary workforce in NC due to excessive expenses associated with the program, which growers are unable to recoup. The H-2a program is also too litigious for many growers due the targeting of H-2a growers by legal and worker activists who are philosophically opposed to the H-2a program.  Opponents of the H-2a program disagree with the program because it provides no pathway to US citizenship; the H-2a visa does not allow H-2a guestworkers to work outside of agriculture, and H-2a growers must ensure that their guestworkers return back to their country of origin when the seasonal/temporary agricultural work on the time-limited H-2a visa is complete.
Washington NEWS
Burr Named Deputy Chief Whip: U.S. Senator Richard Burr (R-North Carolina) was named by Senator John Kyl of Arizona, the Senate Republican Whip, to serve as Chief Deputy Whip in the 111th Congress.  

Kay Hagan Receives Senate Committee Assignments:  Sen. Kay Hagan, D-N.C. has been assigned to two Senate committees, one of which impacts North Carolina's military community and the other playing to her experience as a state lawmaker.  A statement from Sen. Kay Hagan's (D-NC) office on Tuesday said she had been named to the Senate Armed Services, and Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) committees. 

Ag Committee Members:  Agriculture Committee Chair Collin C. Peterson of Minnesota announced the Members of Congress selected to serve on the House Agriculture Committee for the 111th Congress. Representatives Mike McIntyre and Larry Kissell of NC are two of the 28 Democrats who will serve on the committee. Representative Virginia Foxx of NC is one of 17 Republicans (with one additional vacant seat) who will serve on the committee.
Environmental NEWS

NC Regulators Increase Wetlands Phosphate Mining: The state Division of Water Quality announced the permit expansion Thursday for PCS Phosphate in Aurora in eastern North Carolina. State officials said the new permit means nearly 4,000 acres of wetlands will be affected along with 19 acres of ponds. The permit also requires protection of a hardwood forest west of the mining site. PCS Phosphate has been mining in Beaufort County since 1965. The ore is used to make phosphoric acid for food products and industrial use as well as solid and liquid fertilizers and animal feed supplements. 
Commodity NEWS

Pesticide Board Tightens Rules for Keeping Records:  The N.C. Pesticide Board approved tighter standards for record-keeping by farmers and others in the state licensed to use pesticides covered under the Worker Protection Standards for Agricultural Pesticides at its meeting Tuesday. The changes to the state’s pesticide rules will require licensed pesticide applicators to record the date and time each pesticide application was completed, and each application day must be a separate record. The records will also have to be kept for two years. If the rule changes are approved by the Rules Review Commission, they could take effect March 1. The Board also adopted revisions to other regulations dealing with pesticide storage to bring North Carolina’s rules on bulk distribution of pesticides and pesticide storage into compliance with new federal requirements. These changes, if approved by the Rules Review Commission, could also take effect March 1. 

Salmonella Concerns Spread to Kellogg Peanut Butter Crackers and NC:  The potential impact of the salmonella outbreak that has sickened hundreds of people across the country has broadened significantly with snack and cereal giant Kellogg's announcement that it is investigating the possible contamination of its peanut-butter crackers.  And the Peanut Corp. of America, which has been tied to the outbreak and supplies some of the peanut paste that Kellogg puts in its crackers, said Thursday that it also distributes products to bakeries, candy companies and ice cream manufacturers. Until now, the contamination was believed confined to peanut butter sold in bulk to institutions such as schools, hospitals and nursing homes. PCA has not released the names of specific customers.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Thursday updated the number of cases to 448 people in 43 states, with salmonella a suspected factor in five deaths.  Officials said there has been one confirmed case in Robeson County, N.C. but declined to release details
U.S. Beef, Pork Exports Still Outpacing 2007 Levels:  U.S. red meat exports continued to outpace 2007 levels, with November 2008 results showing pork up 20 percent and beef up 9 percent from November 2007, according to the U.S. Meat Export Federation.  For the first 11 months of 2008, pork and pork variety meat exports neared 4.18 billion pounds, a 61 percent increase over the same period last year.  Beef exports in the period grew 37 percent to 1.28 billion pounds with variety meat exports up 18 percent to 730.8 million pounds. Total beef exports, 2.01 billion pounds, rose 29 percent. 
USDA NEWS 
Interim Final Rule Amends Environmental Quality Incentives Program:  Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer today announced changes to the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). USDA published an interim final rule containing the statutory changes to EQIP in the Federal Register and is seeking public comment on the rule through March 16, 2009. Under the amended EQIP, socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers as well as beginning and limited resource producers are authorized to receive payments of up to 90 percent of the costs of installing or implementing a conservation practice. EQIP will offer financial and technical assistance for conservation practices to certified organic farmers and ranchers as well as producers interested in transitioning to organic farming. EQIP will offer financial assistance to forest landowners to develop a forest management plan.  For more info about EQIP, please visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/EQIP/.  
$950 Million in Tobacco Transition Program Payments:  The USDA will begin issuing more than $950 million in tobacco transition payment program payments to quota holders and producers. Also, quota holders and producers can enter into successor-in-interest contracts beginning Jan. 15, 2009, which would enable them to receive lump-sum payments from private entities by selling the remaining five tobacco transition payment program payments. For more info visit www.fsa.usda.gov/tobacco/default.htm. 

Meat and Poultry Inspection Seeks Nominees:  USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service announced it is seeking nominations for membership on the National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspection (NACMPI). The full committee consists of 16 to 18 members. Each member is expected to serve a two-year term. Nominations must be e-mailed or postmarked by Jan. 23. An application form is available at www.fsis.usda.gov/.   

Business NEWS

Townsends Expands N.C. Plant:  Georgetown, Del.-based poultry processor Townsends Inc. has expanded capacity by 300 percent at its Mocksville, N.C. processing plant thanks to a new oven line. The line handles bone-in, boneless, diced, portioned, breaded and grilled chicken products. The $9 million expansion, completed in mid-December, added about 16,000 square feet to the 65,000-square-foot facility. 

Smithfield Closes Innovation Group:  Smithfield Foods has closed its unit dedicated to developing new products. In a statement, Smithfield said that closing the Innovation Group "was one of many recent cost-reduction efforts." It said that new product development has been moved to the independent operating company level, and that "new product development activity is continuing at its usual pace."

NCDA NEWS

Troxler Announces Staff Changes: Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler announced that Doug Sutton, assistant manager of the State Farmers Market in Raleigh, will be the new manager of the Western N.C. Farmers Market in Asheville effective Feb.2. Troxler also announced longtime regional agronomist Bill Yarborough will take on additional responsibilities as a special assistant to the commissioner. 

Quarantine Area for the Imported Fire Ant Expanded: The NCDA&CS is expanding a state quarantine for the imported fire ant. The quarantine now includes portions or entire areas of 67 counties.  The quarantine expansion means residents and business owners in all of Camden, Chowan, Franklin, Gates, Nash, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Randolph, and portions of Halifax, Hertford, Northampton and Rowan counties will now need to obtain a permit before moving plants, sod and related equipment into or through non-infested areas.  Items requiring a permit include sod, soil, hay and straw, nursery plant material, logs or pulpwood with soil, and soil-moving equipment. Movement of infested materials could result in the establishment and secondary spread of the pest to non-infested areas.  Certificates can be obtained from a local plant protection specialist or by contacting the Plant Protection Section at (800) 206-9333 or (919) 733-6932. For a map of the quarantine area, go to www.agr.state.nc.us/plantind/plant/entomol/ifamap.htm.

Meier Named Superintendent at Cherry Research Farm:  Andrew “Andy” Meier of La Grange was selected to fill the vacancy at the Cherry Research Farm in Goldsboro created by the promotion of former superintendent Eddie Pitzer.  
Mark Your Calendar

Cotton Incorporated is holding a free Hedging with Cotton Options seminar in Raleigh, N.C. Jan. 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn, RDU Airport, 1500 RDU Center Drive (Exit 285, off I-40) Morrisville, N.C. “The seminar will cover the basics, as well as some of the more intermediate information related to cotton futures and options, specific hedging strategies involving the use of cotton options contracts and real world applications,” says Cotton Incorporated’s Director of Agricultural Research and Ag Division Staff Economist, Jeanne Reeves. Attendance at this seminar is free, and lunch will be provided. Contact Jeanne Reeves, (919) 678-2370 — jreeves@cottoninc.com or Kay Wriedt at (919) 678-2271 — kwriedt@cottoninc.com.

NCDA&CS will host a series of free price-risk management workshops to help farmers better understand the futures market and other trading options to sell their commodities. The series, “Managing Price Volatility by Using Futures and Options,” features eight workshops conducted by NCDA&CS staff between Jan. 20 and March 10. Topics to be covered include an introduction to grain hedging, basis trading, cost of carry, cotton futures, energy derivatives and options trading on futures, equities and indices.  The workshops will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at each location, with an on-your-own lunch break. Registration is not required. Tuesday, Jan. 20 – Robeson County Agriculture Building, Lumberton, (910) 671-3276;  Wednesday, Jan. 21 – Columbus County Extension Office, Whiteville, (910) 640-6605;  Tuesday, Jan. 27 – Wayne Community College, Goldsboro, (919) 735-5151; Thursday, Jan. 29 – Pitt Community College, Greenville, (252) 321-4200; Tuesday, Feb. 10 – College of the Albemarle Small Business Center, Elizabeth City, (252) 335-0821;  Wednesday, Feb. 18 – Halifax Community College, Weldon, (252) 536-7226;  Wednesday, March 4 – Stanly Community College, Crutchfield Campus, Locust, (704) 888-8848; Tuesday, March 10 – Carolina Farm Credit, Statesville, (704) 873-0276.  For more, contact Nick Lassiter, NCDA&CS marketing specialist, at (919) 733-7887. 

The N.C. Division of Air Quality will hold a public hearing on Thursday, Jan. 22 at 6 p.m. on a proposed air quality permit revision for the new coal-fired boiler that Duke Energy is building at its Cliffside plant, Mac Gray Auditorium, Statesville Senior High School, 474 North Center Street, Statesville. Contact: Tom Mather, 715-7408. 

The N.C. Agricultural and Life Sciences Research Foundation at North Carolina State University will host “Stewards of the Future: Research for Global Sustainability” on Thursday, Jan. 22 from 8 a.m.-6 p.m, Jane S. McKimmon Center, 1101 Gorman Street, Raleigh, N.C. The day-long conference will focus on the importance of research in addressing society's challenges, particularly within the context of global sustainability.  The event is free and open to the public; registration is required. To register or for more information, visit www.ncalsrf-conference.com or call 919-515-9260.

The 4th Annual Agricultural Development Forum will be held February 5, 10 am – 12:30 pm, NC State Fairgrounds, Raleigh, Governor Holshouser Building.  Open to the public • No admission fee • Lunch provided  Please visit www.ncagr.gov/agfourm to RSVP by January 27th.  Please contact Christina Lucas at (919) 733-7125 x255 or by email at christina.lucas@ncagr.gov for more information.
[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image2.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




[image: image5.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image6.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image7.png]NCGA & NORTH CAROLINA GROWERS
ASSOCIATION IINC,

PO Box 399 e Vass, North Carolina 28394 e Generm]@ncgmwers.org o (910) 245-2969 ¢ Fax (910) 245-3891




