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NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




October 12, 2008
At Murphy-Brown, the livestock production subsidiary of Smithfield Foods, Inc., we do more than produce quality pork and turkey products.  We live and work with you right here in this community, making a positive impact by providing thousands of jobs, protecting the environment and preserving family farms.  Murphy-Brown - we bring a lot to the table.
Washington NEWS

EPA Considers Pesticide Disclosure:  The EPA said Sept. 30 it is moving forward with a plan to require the disclosure of the identities of all inert ingredients in pesticides, including those that are potentially hazardous, and it anticipates publishing a proposed rule in the Federal Register “within the next few months.” EPA issued the announcement the same day that it responded to petitions from the Northwest Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides and the attorneys general of 14 states and the U.S. Virgin Islands calling for disclosure on pesticide labels of more than 350 inert ingredients they claim are hazardous. Those ingredients include napthalene, ethylbenzene, allyl alcohol, and chloroacetic acid, according to the petitions.
GAO Tells EPA to Rethink Ethanol Tax Credits:  A new report by the Government Accountability Office recommends the EPA consider revising or phasing out a tax credit for blending corn-based ethanol with gasoline because the domestic ethanol industry "has matured" and may not need the incentive to boost production. The GAO says without a significant increase in crude oil prices, the 45-cent-per-gallon federal tax isn't expected to stimulate ethanol consumption to a level that exceeds that of this year's Renewable Fuel Standard 
Legislative NEWS

NC House Members Seek Money for Pork:  Some North Carolina U.S. House members have asked the USDA to protect the pork industry from its economic troubles by buying $100 million worth of meat for federal food assistance programs. In a recent letter to U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack, they say the recession and the recent swine flu outbreak have hurt the industry. The lawmakers thanked Vilsack for his push earlier this year to call the swine flu virus H1N1 to disassociate it from pork products, but they said the impacts of the scare have hurt the industry. The N.C. lawmakers are Democratic U.S. Reps. Bob Etheridge, Larry Kissell, Mike McIntyre, Brad Miller and G.K. Butterfield, along with Republican U.S. Reps. Howard Coble and Walter Jones. Fifty-five other lawmakers also signed the letter. They want Vilsack to use $100 million to buy pork for federal food assistance programs, with an emphasis on sow meat to reduce breeding stock. In addition, the letter seeks help in international trade relations. China has imposed restrictions on U.S. pork imports since the outbreak of H1N1, the letter says, and lawmakers asked Vilsack to work with the U.S. Trade Representative to open China’s market to more imports. The letter also asks for help in monitoring swine disease outbreaks at pig farms. 

Fuel & Energy NEWS

Wind Turbines:  Duke Energy and UNC Chapel Hill have signed a contract to place one to three wind turbines in Pamlico Sound, possibly paving the way for utility-scale wind farms on the N.C. coast. The demonstration project may be the first wind turbines placed in water in the United States. 

Fibrowatt Fights Plan to Delay Utilities Law:  Construction of Fibrowatt's three planned plants, including one in Surry County, must begin by Dec. 31, 2010, so the company can take advantage of federal stimulus money for renewable-energy projects.  The plants would generate electricity by burning chicken waste.  The company outlined its timeline for building the plants in a recent filing to the N.C. Utilities Commission. It wants the utilities commission to deny a request from utilities companies to delay by one year the start of a law that requires utilities to get some energy from pig and chicken waste. The law is scheduled to go into effect in 2012.

North Carolina Announces Energy Grants, Loans:  A series of meetings scheduled for October and November are designed to help North Carolina’s farmers go green by providing $1 million dollars to help them save energy, while increasing farm profits. The North Carolina Farm Energy Efficiency Project (FEEP) originated from a grant awarded to North Carolina Farm Bureau by the North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund Commission. The project’s goal is to provide educational and technical support for farmers regarding agricultural energy use and efficiency. Farmers may also apply for low cost energy audits that will evaluate ways to save farm energy costs.  Visit the FEEP Web site at www.ncfarmenergy.org/ for more information.  Farmers are welcome to attend an educational session at any of the following locations:  Tuesday, Oct. 13, 7 p.m., Iredell County Agriculture Center , 444 Bristol Drive, Statesville; Tuesday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m., Person County Office Building, 304 S. Morgan St., Roxboro;  Thursday, Nov. 5, 7 p.m., Robeson County Farm Bureau, 302 Bailey Rd., Lumberton; Tuesday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m., Martin County Farmers Market, 4001 W. Main St. Ext., Williamston; Thursday, Nov. 12, 7 p.m., Duplin County Agriculture Center, 165 Agriculture Drive, Kenansville; Thursday, Nov. 19, 7 p.m., Mountain Horticultural Crops Research & Extension Center, 455 Research Drive, Mills River.
Business NEWS

NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission Grant to Expand AgriSafe and Certified  Safe Farm Programs:  The North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund Commission recently awarded a  two-year, $500,000 grant to expand the AgriSafe Network of North  Carolina program and to establish a new component, the Certified Safe Farm program for North Carolina agriculture. Based on a successful program developed in Iowa, the AgriSafe Network of  North Carolina and Certified Safe Farm of North Carolina programs  combine health and safety components proven to result in lower health  claims costs and safer, healthier farmers.  The program initially will be offered in Johnston, Duplin and Sampson counties, with the goal to expand into the Piedmont and western regions of the state.
Russia Re-lists NC Poultry Plant:  A Tyson Foods poultry plant and a House of Raeford poultry plant are again eligible to export product to Russia, according to USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service. Russia re-listed Tyson's Cumming, Ga., facility and House of Raeford's Raeford, N.C., plant, stating poultry originating from these establishments on or after Sept. 30 is eligible for export. Poultry produced in these plants prior to Sept. 30 is ineligible for export.
Food Lion Makes Offer to Buy Bi-Lo Chain:  Bi-Lo, which filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy this spring, may be sold to Salisbury –based
Food Lion. Food Lion, part of Belgian retailer Delhaize Group, announced Monday that it is offering $425 million in cash for "a substantial majority" of Bi-Lo. If the deal goes through, it will almost certainly lead to consolidation and closures in areas where Food Lion and Bi-Lo stores are near each other. The next steps for Bi-Lo will play out in U.S. bankruptcy court in Spartanburg. There, Judge Helen Burris will weigh proposals for the company's future, with the aim of providing the most value to the company's creditors and other constituencies.
38 Percent Drop in Net Farm Income Forecast:  Net farm income is forecast to be $54 billion in 2009, down $33.2 billion or 38 percent from the preliminary estimate of $87.2 billion for 2008, according to the USDA’s Economic Research Service.The 2009 forecast is $9 billion below the average of $63.2 billion in net farm income earned in the previous 10 years. “In 2009, crop prices have continued to decline, and prices for livestock animals and products have experienced sharp declines,” the ERS noted. On the input side, the ERS noted, “prices are also projected to be lower than in 2008, particularly for most manufactured inputs, feed and services such as repairs or transportation. Overall, the reduction in gross income will far exceed the reduction in production costs.

Immigration NEWS

E-Verify, Worksite Enforcement Winners in Funding Bill:  A Congressional Conference committee has reached agreement on appropriations for the Department of Homeland Security for fiscal 2010.  If the FY 2010 Homeland Security Appropriations Bill is signed, the E-Verify program will be extended for another three years, with $137 million to operate the system and work in improvements in accuracy and compliance rates.  Worksite enforcement, meanwhile, would be granted $135 million, $6 million above the department's request, to hire special agents to perform audits of employers.  Overall, the conference committee's agreement totals $42.8 billion of discretionary budget authority for fiscal year 2010 for the Department of Homeland Security — $2.6 billion, or 6.6 percent, above fiscal year 2009.  The conference report will now go to the House and Senate for final approval.

DHS Rescinds ‘No-Match’ Rule:  The U.S. Department of Homeland Security on Wednesday issued a final rule rescinding its "no-match" regulation regarding aliens not authorized to work in the United States. The rule is now published in the Federal Register.   DHS said it decided to focus enforcement efforts on increased compliance through improved verification, including participation in E-Verify, ICE Mutual Agreement Between Government and Employers (IMAGE) and other programs.   DHS's final rule goes into effect on Nov. 6.  
Commodity NEWS

Taiwanese Agree to Large Soybean Purchase:  The American Soybean Association (ASA) has signed a Joint Communiqué with Taiwanese grain and oilseed buyers that describes Taiwan’s intentions to purchase 3 million to 3.2 million metric tons (equivalent to 110 to 118 million bushels) of U.S. soybeans during 2010 and 2011. The value of this purchase is estimated to be worth between $1.35 billion and $1.44 billion.
New York Times Fronts Investigative Story on E. Coli in Ground Beef:  The New York Times on Sunday ran on its front page an investigative story about E. coli O157:H7 in ground beef.  The story traced the origins and path through the food chain of beef ground by Cargill in 2007 that was involved in an E. coli outbreak that sickened, among others, 22-year-old Stephanie Smith.  The read the entire story go to www.nytimes.com/2009/10/04/health/04meat.html?_r=1&th&emc=th.
USDA NEWS

Deadline for Tobacco Quota Holders and Producers for 2010 Payment:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack reminded tobacco quota holders and producers not currently enrolled in the Tobacco Transition Payment Program (TTPP) that they have until Nov. 2, 2009, to sign-up to receive a 2010 TTPP payment.  USDA also reminds tobacco quota holders and producers that they have until Nov. 2, 2009, to sell their remaining five annual payments to a successor to receive a lump-sum payment. More information on lump-sum payments is available at www.fsa.usda.gov/tobacco or by calling the USDA Farm Service Agency at (202) 720-7901. Contract holders who do not complete this process by Nov. 2, 2009, can arrange for the sale of their remaining four payments beginning Jan. 19, 2010.

2010 DCP and ACRE Signup Begins:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program has begun and will continue through June 1, 2010. Go to www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp. 

NCDA NEWS

Organic Certification Cost-Share Assistance:  Organic growers in North Carolina can apply for partial reimbursement of the cost of becoming certified or recertified producers through a program offered by the NCDA&CS. Growers who are certified or recertified after Sept. 30, 2009, can apply for assistance. The program will pay 75 percent of the cost of certification, up to $750. To apply, growers must fill out an authorization form that can be found at www.ncdaorganic.com.
Mark Your Calendar

A public hearing on the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 6 p.m., Roanoke Island Festival Park, 1 Festival Park, Manteo. Contact: Michelle Duval, 252-808-8011.

2009 Rural Partners Forum will be held November 5-6 at the North Raleigh Hilton.  The goal of the 2009 Rural Partners Forum is to put you on the road to fund development success and economic progress. Registration fee is required. To register, go to www.ncruralcenter.org/forumw009/indexforcart.asp.
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