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East Coast Ethanol, LLC, a four-state agribusiness enterprise, is constructing a 110-million-gallon, corn-based ethanol plant near Seaboard in Northampton Co., along with similar-sized plants in SC, GA, and FL. The NC plant, which will initially have a workforce of 40 employees, will cost $212 million dollars and be operational in 2010. ECE's $871 million total investment would make it the foremost supplier of ethanol to the Southeast U.S. market and sixth largest ethanol producer in the U.S.

NC Agribusiness Council members are invited to attend an event announcing these plans tomorrow, Tues., Oct. 14th at 10:00 a.m.  The event will be held in the Northampton County Cooperative Extension Service Auditorium at 9495 NC 305 Hwy, one mile north of Jackson. For more information, go to www.eastcoastethanol.us.
Washington NEWS
Congress Approves Ghost Crop Designation:  Congress passed a measure this week designating uninsured sorghum and other crops planted behind failed first crops as ghost crops, meaning that the crop’s revenue will not reduce a farmer’s Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) payment. The change was a part of a Senate amendment to H.R. 6849, which suspended the so-called 10-acre rule. 

Lawmakers Want Quick Farm Bill Implementation:  A bipartisan group of Cotton Belt Senators and House members, led by Senator Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.) and Representatives Etheridge (D-N.C.) and Emerson (R-Mo.), has written Secretary of Ag Ed Schafer to stress that it is inappropriate and unnecessary for USDA to cause serious disruptions in current farming operations by proposing unwarranted changes in the way it makes “actively-engaged-in-farming” determinations.  Twenty Senators and more than 40 House members signed separate letters that also request that the USDA publish rules and regulations pertaining to new Adjusted Gross Income and payment limit reforms as soon as possible. The letters remind the Secretary that the new law includes significant reforms in payment limitations and eligibility, but does not require changes in the way individuals or entities are determined to be “actively-engaged-in-farming.” Sign-up for 2009 should begin this month and the law requires that advance Direct Payments be available in December.

FDA Regulation of Tobacco Push Next Year:  A proposal to give the FDA the power to regulate tobacco products appears dead for the year, but anti-smoking advocates say they expect it to pass in 2009.  The measure passed the House this summer with overwhelming support, but a threat from Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., to block it and a veto threat from the White House helped stall it in the Senate. The Senate left town last week without bringing it up for a vote.  William V. Corr, executive director of the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids said he expects shifts in the political landscape will ensure passage in 2009.  Unlike President Bush, both John McCain and Barack Obama strongly support giving the FDA the authority to restrict tobacco marketing and set standards for nicotine levels in cigarettes. And an increase in support for the measure in the Senate this fall will make it harder for Burr to block the bill next year, Corr said.  
Bush Declares Disaster From Hanna in NC:  President Bush declared Beaufort, Brunswick and Person counties disaster areas as a result of damage caused by Tropical Storm Hanna last month.  State officials estimate Hanna caused more than $14 million in damage to public infrastructure in the three coastal counties. 

Coble and Others Seek Monitoring of Chinese Textile Imports:  With the strong support of the National Cotton Council, textile associations and a labor union, 73 U.S. congressmen led by Textile Caucus co-chairs Howard Coble, R-N.C., and John Spratt, D-S.C., sent a letter to President Bush urging his administration to extend and expand the Textile Monitoring Program to cover U.S. textile and apparel imports from China beginning Jan. 1, 2009, the first day following the expiration of a U.S.-China textile bilateral agreement signed in 2005. 
Drought NEWS
Streamflows Provide Gloomy Picture:  Although 2008 rainfall amounts were running ahead of 2007 numbers earlier this year, a dry summer and early fall again have far western NC in a severe drought grip. Hydrologist Roger Clapp, Executive Director of the Watershed Association of the Tuckasegee River, said, "Last year had more extremely low-flow days than this one, but overall, 2008 is on track to have less stream flow than 2007.” NC's Drought Management Advisory Council is classifying 13 far western counties as under an "extreme drought" condition, which asks these communities to follow their Water Shortage Response Plans. 
Commodity NEWS

N.C. Crops Suffer Water Problems:  NC’s corn crop continues to suffer the effects of drought, with farmers seeing the lowest yield in 10 years, according to a federal crop report released today. Corn yield is forecast at 70 bushels per acre, a 5-bushel drop since September. The yield is 30 percent less than 2007’s drought-reduced yield of 100 bushels per acre. Production is forecast to be 58.1 million bushels, 43 percent less than last year.  The state has asked U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer to declare 59 counties disaster areas because of drought-related crop losses. On the other hand, too much rain in some areas has adversely affected the state’s tobacco crop. The yield for flue-cured tobacco is forecast at 2,250 pounds per acre, 20 pounds less than 2007. Production is forecast to be 387 million pounds, 3 percent more than last year.

Environmental NEWS

County Spends $1.8M for Farms:  Buncombe County commissioners voted unanimously Tuesday to spend nearly $1.8 million to help buy conservation easements on more than 800 acres of farmland, forests, fields and ridgelines. Three of the tracts — including most of the Claxton Farm in upper Flat Creek, the Myrtle Duckett tract in the Sandy Mush community and parts of McDaris Ridge — are in the northern end of the county. The other is a section of Hickory Nut Gap Farm in Fairview. 
Business NEWS

NC Gas Prices Highest:  North Carolina now has the priciest gasoline in the lower 48 states. Motorists in the state were paying an average $3.794 per gallon of regular Tuesday. That’s 31 cents more than the national average — and higher than in any other state this side of Alaska and Hawaii. Industry and government officials say Hurricane Ike is still to blame. Nearly a month after Ike shut down the Gulf refineries that supply 85 percent of North Carolina’s gas, the pipelines are running again at full throttle. But supplies are still short at hundreds of gas stations from the Triangle to the mountains. 

People NEWS

NC’s Sunbelt Farmer of the Year:  Von M. “V. Mac” Baldwin of Yanceyville, N.C., has carved out a unique market in the beef business by selling fresh and frozen cuts of his grass-fed Charolais cattle directly to organic stores and consumers. In addition, he raises hatching eggs on contract and uses the poultry litter waste as a low-cost organic fertilizer for his forages.  As a result of his accomplishments as a beef and poultry producer, Baldwin has been selected as the 2008 North Carolina winner of the Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo Southeastern Farmer of the Year award. Baldwin now joins nine other state winners from the Southeast as finalists for the award. The overall winner will be announced on Tuesday, Oct. 14 at the Sunbelt Ag Expo farm show in Moultrie, Ga.

Appointments:  Gov. Mike Easley announced the following appointment last week:  Bill W. Cole Jr., Greensboro, to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. Cole is a retired biologist in fish and wildlife management. 

Immigration NEWS 

Massive Search at House of Raeford Plant:  Federal agents from Immigrations and Customs Enforcement on Tuesday executed a raid at House of Raeford's Greenville, S.C., plant involving hundreds of workers as part of an ongoing 10-month investigation.  Nearly 450 agents detained workers outside of House of Raeford's Columbia Farms poultry plant. A recent review of immigration paperwork showed that 775 out of 825 worker documents contained false information, said U.S. Attorney Kevin McDonald.  
NCDA NEWS

Farmland Preservation Grants Deadline Is Dec. 5:  County governments and nonprofit groups pursuing farmland preservation projects can apply for funding assistance from the N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund beginning Oct. 13.  Applications and guidelines will be available online at www.ncadfp.org or by calling (919) 733-7125. Applications are due Dec. 5.  The trust fund staff has organized a series of free informational workshops for landowners, county governments and nonprofit groups interested in applying for grants. To RSVP, contact Leslie Pekrul at (919) 715-1206, ext. 12, or leslie.dixon@ncagr.gov at least four days before the workshop. The schedule is as follows: Oct. 27, 1-4 p.m., Carolina Farm Credit, 146 Victory Lane, Statesville;  Oct. 28, 9 a.m.-noon, Haywood County Extension office, 589 Raccoon Road, Waynesville.  There will be more workshops in Nov.
Federal Grants to Protect Food and Animal Feed:  The Food and Drug Protection Division at the NCDA&CS recently won federal grants worth as much as $2 million to protect food and animal feed. The division received a three-year, $1.5 million grant from the U.S. FDA to set up rapid response teams that can take action during food emergencies. The grant money will be used for training, equipment and technology. North Carolina was one of four states selected by the FDA to receive a two-year grant worth nearly $500,000 for efforts to prevent the introduction of bovine spongiform encephalopathy.
USDA NEWS  
County-Level Land Rent Rates:  As directed by the new farm bill, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will for the first time collect and publish county-level data regarding the cash rental rates producers pay for cropland and pastureland.  NASS’s target date for release of the cash rent data is April 2009. 

Canadians Say COOL Hurting Volume and Pricing:  Just one week after new U.S. rules on mandatory country of origin labeling (COOL) went into effect, Canadian livestock producers say the new law is hurting their business.  "We have already seen disruption occurring in the markets and expect more negative impact on volume and prices, as some traders adopt a 'wait-and-see' approach to Canadian cattle markets," said Travis Toews, foreign trade committee chairman for the Canadian Cattlemen's Association (CCA). In joint comments submitted to USDA by CCA and the Canadian Pork Council, the groups said they will continue to press the Canadian government to take action against the U.S. at the World Trade Organization level. 
Mark Your Calendar

The Research Campus, a biotechnology hub in downtown Kannapolis, will host a public dedication at Monday, Oct. 20 at 10:00 a.m., followed by an open house. The campus will officially open three buildings—the David H. Murdock Core Laboratory Building, UNC Nutrition Research Building and N.C. State Fruit and Vegetable Science Institute Building. 

The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission’s Inland Regional Advisory Committee will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 6 p.m. on the state's master plan for artificial reefs, McKimmon Center for Extension and Continuing Education, 1101 Gorman St., Raleigh. Contact: Randy Gregory, 252-808-8078.

The Marine Fisheries Commission Central Regional Advisory Committee will meet on Wednesday, Oct. 15 at 6 p.m., Duke Marine Lab Auditorium, 135 Duke Marine Lab Rd., Beaufort. Contact: 252-808-8077. 

The Joint Select Committee on the Impact of Major Hurricanes in NC will meet on Thursday, Oct. 16 at 10 a.m., 1027/1128 Legislative Building.

The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission’s Northeast Regional Advisory Committee will hold a public hearing on Thursday, Oct. 16 at 6:30 p.m. on the state's master plan for artificial reefs, Roanoke Island Festival Park, 1 Festival Park, Manteo. Contact: Sara Winslow, 252-264-3911.

Public Hearing on Interstate Fishery Management Plan for River Herring will be held on Saturday, Oct. 18 at 6:30 p.m., N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, Room FC121B/C, College of Albemarle, 1208 North Road St., Elizabeth City. Contact: Sara Winslow, (252) 264-3911. 

The Habitat and Water Quality Advisory of the Marine Fisheries Commission will meet on Monday, Oct. 20 at 1 p.m., 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington. Contact: Patricia Smith, 252-726-7021. 
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