 AGRIBUSINESS UPDATE


Weekly news critical to your agribusiness

October 15, 2007
Immigration News

Judge Says No to 'No Match' Rule:  A federal judge's ruling nixed a proposed rule that would force employers to fire workers whose names don't match their Social Security numbers.  U.S. District Judge Charles Breyer issued a temporary injunction on the Department of Homeland Security's proposal, which would force companies to fire employees within 90 days of receiving "no match" letters.  Breyer sided with opponents who argued that enforcement would be costly and could subject them to legal action from both the government and from employees potentially fired over innocent mistakes, including mispelled names and typos.  The ruling follows the filing of a lawsuit by the (AFL-CIO), the American Civil Liberties Union and the National Immigration Law Center (NILC).  The injunction blocks the implementation of the proposed rule until the lawsuit is resolved or an appeals court overturns Breyer's ruling.
Drought NEWS

Hay Shortage: Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler is urging livestock owners in the state to buy hay now to ensure they have enough food to feed their animals for the winter. "Some livestock owners might be thinking that they have plenty of time to stock their barns with hay or alternative feed for the winter, but that isn’t the case," Troxler said Wednesday. "Corn stover is suitable for feeding cattle and horses, but the supply is dwindling quickly. Farmers need to buy now while this feed is available." Troxler also said a program that offers assistance with in-state hay-transportation expenses is expanding to include horses in addition to cattle, sheep and goats. The program allows livestock producers to be reimbursed for half up to half their transportation costs for hay and alternative feeds. Livestock owners must submit an application to the NCDA&CS by Dec. 31. Applications and eligibility criteria are available on the NCDA&CS Hay Alert Web site, www.ncagr.com/HayAlert. Farmers also can request an application by calling toll free 1-866-506-6222.
Commodity NEWS        
MD Neighbors Try to Halt Sod Farm's Well Use: A lawyer representing property owners in the Eden-Allen area filed an injunction Wednesday against a nearby sod farm which they believe caused their wells to fail.  The action filed on behalf of 29 families asks the court to shut down wells in the Manokin aquifer at the Collins Wharf Sod Farm. The injunction seeks to stop use of irrigation wells at the farm which draw water from the same aquifer as nearby residents. The Maryland Department of the Environment believes the problem is caused by homeowners having insufficient well sizes (2 inch versus 4 inch) for times of drought. The plaintiffs are asking to be reimbursed for fees paid to their attorney and a hydrogeologist who provided information on the Manokin aquifer. They also are seeking monetary damages for being forced to install new wells, the costs associated with having no running water and the diminution of their property values caused by the well failures.  Both sides must appear back in court for a hearing in the next 30 to 60 days.
Campaign NEWS
Rematch: For the third election season in a row, the race for the 47th Senate District seat in 2008 will include former Sen. Keith Presnell and Sen. Joe Sam Queen, D-Haywood. Presnell, a Republican, unseated Queen, a Democrat, in 2004. Then Queen took the seat back two years later -- but not before spending more than $737,000, one of the most high-priced campaigns in the state. Political observers expect their upcoming race to again be one of the state's most hard-fought and expensive. 

Hagan Out: Sen. Kay Hagan has announced that she won't run for the U.S. Senate seat held by Elizabeth Dole. Hagan, D-Guilford, had been exploring a possible bid for the Democratic nomination to run against Dole in 2008. Hagan said she decided against seeking the office because she could exert more influence as a co-chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee. So far, Chapel Hill investment banker Jim Neal is the only Democrat to announce that he will seek the nomination to challenge Dole. Rep. Grier Martin, D-Wake, is also considering a bid.
Washington NEWS

Hayes' Vote: U.S. Rep. Robin Hayes has become a target for Americans United for Change because of his vote against expanding the State Children's Health Insurance Program. The group isn’t targeting any of the other North Carolina members who voted the same way, including Democrats Mike McIntyre and Bob Etheridge.

President Bush vetoed the bill, and Democratic leaders are trying to get House members to change their vote to override the veto. Brad Woodhouse, president of Americans United, said that he doesn’t want to waste money and that McIntyre and Etheridge appear "unmovable" on the issue. Both oppose using an increase in the tobacco tax to pay for the expansion. Hayes’ spokeswoman said he's unmovable too. But Woodhouse hopes otherwise, given that Hayes faces a tough re-election race next year. 

Johanns Announces U.S. Senate Bid:  Former Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns announced on his Web site that he will run for the U.S. Senate seat being vacated by Sen. Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.) in 2008.  Johanns said he wants to bring his agenda of less government and more border security to the Senate. 
Environmental NEWS

OLF Opposition: U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole declined publicly to join the opposition to the Navy's proposed jet airfield in northeastern North Carolina on Wednesday, but said she won't support a site that doesn't have the backing of the local community. Dole met with local officials from Camden, Hertford, Perquimans, Gates, Chowan, Currituck and Pasquotank counties Wednesday in Elizabeth City. Officials from each of the counties unanimously opposed the airfield in the meeting. Five of the counties have already passed resolutions opposing an outlying landing field in the region. Gov. Mike Easley has appointed Rep. William Wainwright, D-Craven, to the OLF Study Group. The  next meeting is set for Oct. 23 in Elizabeth City for a public hearing on the proposed OLF. 

Tritium: Duke Energy told federal regulators Wednesday that groundwater from the Catawba nuclear plant on Lake Wylie has been contaminated by radioactive tritium. However, Duke says the contamination poses no threat to the public because it is confined within the plant's boundaries. It emits a weak form of radiation, but people exposed to it may face increased risks of cancer or pass on genetic abnormalities. The department learned of the leaks late Tuesday or Wednesday. 
Business NEWS        
N.C. Sea Grant: The N.C. Sea Grant program is considering closing coastal offices and trimming staff next year due to a lack of funds to pay for mandated salary increases. Michael Voiland, Sea Grant’s executive director, said the program faces a serious budget crunch brought on by static state funding and rising costs.  The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission has put in a plug for increased funding. Mac Currin, the commission’s chairman, said in a letter to legislators that state agencies rely on information from Sea Grant. He said it is critical that more and better information be available to address problems in the fishing industry. 

AgMart Recommendation: A judge has recommended that the state Agriculture Department drop nearly all its 369 charges of pesticide violations against tomato grower Ag-Mart.. In a ruling issued last week, an administrative law judge said Ag-Mart should pay $6,000 in fines, down from an original fine of nearly $185,000. Judge Joe Webster said the Florida company could be held responsible for only 17 violations, which included burning pesticide containers, failing to provide safety equipment for employees working with pesticides and, on eight occasions, allowing workers to harvest crops too soon after chemicals were sprayed. The state contended that Ag-Mart routinely had workers laboring in fields freshly sprayed with pesticides that possibly can cause deformities in unborn children. The final decision on the case still rests with the state Pesticide Board, as the judge’s ruling is only a recommendation.The board won’t take up the matter until at least December. 

Incentives: A tractor manufacturer will receive $30,000 from the One North Carolina economic development fund for its plans to open a plant in Wilson County, Gov. Mike Easley announced Monday. TYM-USA, the U.S. subsidiary of South Korean manufacturer Tong Yang Moolsan Co., plans to invest $1.1 million and create 30 jobs at the facility. The Wilson plant will make diesel tractors to be used in construction and agriculture, the governor's office says. The average weekly wages of the jobs will be $846 plus benefits, higher than the Wilson County average weekly wage of $615. 

Rate Cuts: Duke Energy Corp. has agreed to an overall rate reduction of 5.9 percent. The residential customer share of the rate cut is 3.85 percent -- or about $3 off the average monthly bill of $80. The cuts will be the first base-rate change in 16 years for the company. As part of Duke's merger last year with Cinergy, the N.C. Utilities Commission told the company to reassess its rates and file a rate request by the summer. 
People in the NEWS

Named: State Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Bill Ross has named Manly Wilder as assistant secretary for natural resources. Wilder has served as director for the state Division of Soil and Water Conservation since 2005.  Prior working at the department, Wilder had a 35-year career with the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

Deaths: The chairman and chief executive officer of Progress Energy has died. Robert B. McGehee, 64, died Tuesday after suffering a stroke Sunday in London. He is survived by his wife, Jolene; his father; one brother; four children; and two grandchildren. Bill Johnson, 53, the company's chief operating officer and second in command, has taken on CEO duties. 

Appointments: House Speaker Joe Hackney has appointed Reps. Pricey Harrison, D-Guilford, Lucy Allen, D-Franklin, and Charles Thomas, R-Buncombe, to the Joint Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change. Harrison has been appointed as co-chair of the commission. 
USDA News

USDA to Check Plant Procedures on E. Coli: USDA plans to distribute new safety checklists to its on-site inspectors and within a month retrieve data that could lead to more food safety inspections of facilities that don't implement certain "best practices" to control E. coli O157:H7 contamination.  Last week, USDA officials said they were initiating new procedures to more closely monitor slaughter and processing safety systems in the wake of recent large ground beef recalls.  What's new is using best practices as a dividing line..  USDA has identified best practices for all phases of beef production, including slaughter, fabrication, grinding and mechanical tenderizing.  For those facilities that don't employ USDA-defined best practices, EIAOs (Enforcement Investigation and Analysis Officers) will be asking them for scientific backing for their current procedures.
Mark Your Calendar

The Progress Energy Water Resources Seminar will be held on Monday, October 15 at 4:00 pm, Jane S. McKimmon Center, NC State University.  Dr. Upmanu Lall, Columbia University, will present "Water & Energy Systems Management in a Changing Climate".  The seminar is free and open to the public.  or more information go to http://www.ncsu.edu/wrri/ .
The Marine Fisheries Commission (MFC) Central Regional Advisory Committee (AC) will meet on Wednesday, Oct. 17 at 6 p.m., DENR Washington Regional Office, Washington. Contact: Mike Marshall, 252-808-8077.

The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a public meeting .to discuss proposed amendments to the state’s oyster, clam and interjurisdictional fishery management plans on Wednesday, Oct. 17 at 6 p.m, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington and Thursday, Oct 18 at 6:30 pm at the  Dare County Commissioners’ Room, 204 Ananais Dare St., Manteo. Contact: Katy West, 252-946-6481. 
The Marine Fisheries Commission Sea Mullet Fishery Management Plan (FMP) Advisory Committee (AC) will meet on Thursday, Oct 18 at 6 p.m., DENR Regional Office, Washington. Contact: John Schoolfield, 910-796-7311.
The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 23 at 10 a.m., 643 LOB
Rural Partners Forum, Lighting the Way Forward, will be held on October 24-25, 2007, North Raleigh Hilton.  The program will include an announcement of more than $130 million in water and sewer and other rural development grants; launch new training opportunities & information tools for rural leaders Online Registration Deadline: October 15, 2007 Fees: $110.00/person for plenary session, reception and dinner on October 24. $75.00/person for plenary session, breakfast and lunch on October 25.  $175.00/person for both events, October 24-25. For more registration information, contact: Cynthia Spencer at the Rural Center at (919) 250-4314 or go to http://ncruralcenter.org/forum2007/.
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