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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company.  Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com
Environmental NEWS
Triazine Comments Needed:  Through October 23 there is a comment period open regard the EPA’s recent decision to reassess atrazine. A big concern is that the decision to reassess was not due to any new studies by EPA but rather according to EPA, the action was taken because “articles in the media and a report by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) – which incidentally NRDC takes credit for setting up the media stories. For over 50 years, atrazine has been governed by regulatory decisions based on sound science.  In fact the recent reregistration process which was completed in 2006 included review under both the Clinton and Bush administrations.  Furthermore, atrazine has undergone extensive safety reviews by respected authorities around the world and has always proven to be safe for use on foods crops, plants and grasses. EPA categories atrazine as “not likely” to cause cancer; and the Agricultural Health Study of farmworkers in Iowa and North Carolina conducted by the National Cancer Institute, the National Institute of Health, the National Institute of Environmental Health Science and EPA found no links between atrazine, breast, prostate or other cancers. Farmers rely on atrazine for cost-effective, broadleaf weed control in corn, grain, sorghum, sugar cane and other crops. For more information about atrazine, please visit www.atrazine.com.  To submit comments to the FIFRA Scientific Advisory Panel: Notice of Public Meeting docket go to www.regulations.gov and type into the search box: EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0759.  
Washington NEWS       
Foxx Calls for Count of Illegals:  Fifth Congressional District U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx introduced a bill Wednesday in Congress that would require the Census Bureau to make a determination as to the number of illegal immigrants present in the country as part of its findings in the decennial census.  Foxx, a Republican, said the bill — called the Fairness in Representation Act (H.R. 3797) — addresses a glitch in the census, which currently does not distinguish between undocumented immigrants and those who are in the country legally.  Foxx's legislation aims to prevent what she says could be unfair distortions in the distribution of House of Representative seats among the 50 states caused by populations of illegal immigrants in certain areas.
$829B Baucus Health Care Bill Clears Hurdle for Debate:  Lawmakers turned their attention to the next critical step for health care legislation — floor debate — after a key Senate committee Tuesday advanced an $829 billion measure that would affect health insurance for millions of Americans.  The proposal, which the Senate Finance Committee approved 14-9, would expand insurance coverage to 29 million people who wouldn't otherwise have it by requiring nearly everyone to buy a policy and offering subsidies to help low- and moderate-income families afford premiums.  The bill, which was drafted after months of behind-the-scenes negotiations, captured support from only one Republican on the committee, Sen. Olympia Snowe of Maine. Her vote gave President Obama's efforts a boost, but she warned that she could withdraw her support depending on how the bill evolves. 
Congress Passes Bill Opening Door to Chinese Poultry Imports:  Congress on Thursday passed a 2010 agriculture appropriations bill that includes a provision establishing an inspection system that could allow China to export poultry to the United States again. USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service will be required to conduct audits and on-site reviews before certifying Chinese plants to ship poultry products to the United States. The U.S. meat industry has asked Congress to remove barriers to Chinese poultry imports to avoid potential retaliation by China on U.S. meat exports.  The legislation, a compromise of versions passed in each chamber, now goes to President Barack Obama to be signed into law.
People News
Appointments:  Gov. Beverly Perdue announced the following appointment last week: Manly M. West, Currituck, to the North Carolina Soil and Water Conservation Commission. West is a farmer. 
Commodity News
Blueberries Focus of 4-State Web Site Grant:  The Louisiana State University AgCenter and partners in three other states will share $518,000 over three years to develop an educational Web site about blueberries.  The federal grant is to teach people in the Southeast how to grow the crop and to encourage people to eat them, using recipes, nutritional details and other information.  The AgCenter's partners are the USDA's Agricultural Research Service in Poplarville, Miss.; Mississippi State University; Auburn University; and North Carolina State University.
Pork Production Keeps Rising, Prices Stabilizing:   Increased pork production drove higher estimates for total meat production for 2009, as calculated by the USDA in its monthly World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) report. Growing levels of pork production more than offset cuts in beef and turkey production.  The higher pork production figures are due mainly to higher third-quarter slaughter and higher weights, due to favorable summer weather. Export figures, which were lowered from last month's report, were left unchanged in the October figures.   Meanwhile, price projections remained stable at $39.69 per hundredweight for barrows and gilts (national base, live equivalent, 51 percent to 52 percent lean). Looking ahead to 2010, however, USDA expects pork production to finally drop, as the Quarterly Hogs and Pigs report, released in September, indicated that producers plan to farrow fewer sows in 2009 and 2010. 
U.S., Brazil Poultry Industries Sign Memorandum of Understanding:  Leaders of the poultry industries of the United States and Brazil signed a Memorandum of Understanding at a trade show in Cologne, Germany, over the weekend, pledging to work cooperatively on common issues while remaining staunch competitors.  Under terms laid out in the MOU, USAPEEC and ABEF agree to promote sound public policies on several points, including ecologically sustainable guidelines for poultry production, science-based animal health and food safety regulations, the expansion of free trade and promoting relations based on cooperation instead of confrontation. 

Campaign NEWS        
Wake, Durham, Johnston to Gain Legislative Seats:  The Triangle's population boom could translate into more political power after next year, according to a statewide analysis by the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.  UNC's Program on Public Life used Census Bureau population projections to determine the possible breakdown of House and Senate seats following the 2010 session. Lawmakers will use data from next year's census to redraw the boundaries of legislative districts in 2011.  Wake County, which grew by 50 percent over the last decade, stands to gain one Senate seat and at least two House seats, according to the report. Durham and Johnston counties should each pick up a Senate seat, while Cumberland County could gain a Senate seat but lose a House seat.

Shuler Challenger:  Hendersonville Mayor Greg Newman has announced plans to challenge Democratic U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler next year. Newman, a Republican has been Hendersonville's mayor since 2005. 

 Butterfield Challenger:  Ashley Woolard, an insurance executive and Beaufort County Republican, has announced plans to challenge Democratic U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield next year. 
USDA NEWS

USDA Will Not Issue Final 2008-Crop Counter - Cyclical Payments for Peanuts, Corn, Grain Sorghum and Soybeans:   USDA will not issue final 2008 counter-cyclical payments to farmers enrolled in the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program for peanuts, corn, grain sorghum, soybeans and oats because average commodity prices remain above levels that trigger these payments.  USDA will issue payments for upland cotton. The final counter-cyclical payment rate for upland cotton is 12.58 cents per pound - the statutory maximum level. Producers who received a partial payment will receive 7.55 cents per pound, the final rate of 12.58 cents less the partial payment rate of 5.03 cents per pound.

USDA Announces CRP Rental Payments:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced that USDA will distribute approximately $1.7 billion in Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) rental payments to participants across the country in fiscal year 2010. "I encourage interested producers to consider enrolling their land through continuous sign-up opportunities," Vilsack said.  The payments allow producers to earn an average of $4,104 per farm enrolled in the program.  For more information on CRP, producers should contact their local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.
NCDA NEWS

NC-Based Sandwich Company Issues Voluntary Recall:  Fisher-Rex Sandwich Company is voluntarily recalling some of its pre-packaged sandwiches after tests by NCDA&CS confirmed the presence of Listeria in product samples.  The recalled products were distributed to convenience stores, gas stations and other retail stores in North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia.  No illnesses related to the products have been reported so far. 
N.C. Organizations Win Specialty-Crop Marketing Grants:  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler announced that 20 North Carolina organizations have been awarded grants to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops in the marketplace. More than $1 million will be granted for 28 projects that benefit North Carolina’s specialty crops industry as a whole. The program, managed by the NCDA&CS, is funded through a USDA program established by the 2008 farm bill. Following are the grant recipients;: N.C. State University, N.C. A&T State University, Surry County Government, NCDA&CS, N.C. Christmas Tree Association, N.C. SweetPotato Commission, N.C. SweetPotato Commission Foundation Inc., Orange County Cooperative Extension and Economic Development, Johnston County Nurserymen Marketing Association, Madison County Government, N.C. Green Industry Council, N.C. Strawberry Association Inc., N.C. Vegetable Growers Association, N.C. Greenhouse Vegetable Growers Association, N.C. Watermelon Association, N.C. Commercial Flower Growers Association, N.C. Potato Association, Operation Spring Plant Inc., N.C. Nursery and Landscape Association, N.C. Sod Producers Association.
Soil Tests and Other Agronomic Reports Online:  Beginning Nov. 1, the NCDA&CS will no longer routinely mail out paper copies of agronomic reports. This policy will apply to reports for soil tests and nematode assays, as well as plant tissue, waste, solution and soilless media analyses.  All these reports are readily available through the NCDA&CS Agronomic Division’s Web site, www.ncagr.gov/agronomi.
State Fair Awards 289 Medals in Commercial Winery Division:  Childress Vineyards took home the N.C. Winegrowers Cup and Best of Show honors with its 2006 Cabernet Franc at the 10th Annual N.C. State Fair Wine Competition, held Oct. 7 and 8. Fifty-one N.C. wineries submitted 416 wines for the competition. Biltmore Winery led the medal count with 42 awards. For a complete list of winners, please visit www.nccommerce.com/wine.
Mark Your Calendar
The first Robeson County Farm Bureau BioAg Symposium will take place from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. on Oct. 29 at the University of North Carolina at Pembroke's Biotechnology Business and Training Center. To make a reservation, call Jennifer Hickman at (910) 345-0082. The symposium aims to educate farmers about opportunities to navigate the changing economy and prepare for military-fueled growth.

U.S. Poultry & Egg Association's Poultry & Egg Institute will host the 2009 Grain Forecast and Economic Outlook Conference on Nov. 12 at the Airport Hilton Hotel in Atlanta.   Donald Ratajczak will present an economic outlook, while other sessions will examine key factors that affect grain and feed ingredient purchasing decisions.   The program will also include a global economic report, an oilseed outlook, a seed technology update, a feed grain outlook and a session on commodity risk management.  To register for the conference go to poultryegg.org.

2009 Southeast Regional Pork Conference will be held November 19, Jones Co. Civic Center, Trenton.  Session One begins at 9:00 a.m./Session Two begins at 12:45 p.m.  Both sessions quality for 3.0 hours credit.  Pre-registration is required.  Contact: Eve Honeycutt 252-527-2191.
Wilson Area Pork Conference will be held on November 20 beginning at 10 a.m., Sampson County Exposition Center, Clinton.  6.00 hours credit.  Contact: Dan Bailey 910-592-7161.
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