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Our Energy, Our Future
A Dialogue With America




Productive dialogue begins by asking tough questions requiring straight answers.  Join the thousands of American consumers who have already sent letters or e-mails to elected officials asking about our nation’s energy policy.  Start now by clicking https://www.ourenergy.coop/ to ask your elected officials three clear questions to get Congress headed in the right direction.  Brought to you by North Carolina’s electric co-operatives.
Immigration NEWS

DHS Adjusts 'No-Match' Rule for Employers:  Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff announced a revised version of a controversial proposal designed to punish employers who hire undocumented workers.  The agency’s “no-match” rule has been stymied by legal challenges from business and labor groups, and last year a federal judge put a hold on the law, arguing that the government had failed to adequately address the regulation’s impact on small businesses. DHS submitted a revised rule to the U.S. District Court in Northern California and plans to ask the court to lift the injunction. The new rule incorporates the results of an economic analysis, but it does not change the fundamental structure of the law or the time that an employer is granted to respond to “no-match” letters, Chertoff said.

Culpability of Illegal Immigrants:  The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday agreed to hear a case (Flores-Figueroa v. U.S.) that will enable the justices to rule on the issue of whether or when illegal immigrants who use fraudulent Social Security numbers to gain employment are, in fact, guilty of aggravated identity theft.  The charge has been used more often as the federal government has cracked down on the employment of undocumented immigrants.  At issue, however, is the question of whether immigrants using false Social Security documentation are aware when the information has been swiped from a living person ("aggravated") and when it's been fabricated.  A conviction for aggravated identity theft carries a mandatory two-year prison term.
Commodity NEWS

Excess Pork in Cold Storage Signals Boost to Export Sales:  USDA's Cold Storage report released Wednesday revealed evidence that ham values, and consequently hog prices, will continue to deteriorate for the rest of the year, which could re-ignite interest from foreign buyers, analysts said. September's stock of bone-in and boneless hams was only 1 percent lower than that of last year.  "If ham cold storage stocks match or surpass last year's excessively large levels, then we could see a further deterioration in ham values and consequently hog prices for the remainder of the year," livestock analysts Steve Meyer and Len Steiner had predicted in their Daily Livestock Report. The analysts said such a trend bodes well for U.S. pork export sales, which had weakened for reasons including the rising value of the U.S. dollar. 

Broiler Exports Up 18 Percent in August:  Broiler exports in August were significantly higher than the previous year, up 18 percent to a total of 639 million pounds, according to USDA's Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Outlook.  For the first eight months of 2008, broiler exports have totaled 4.58 billion pounds, up 22 percent from the same time span last year. The value of exports in the first eight months of 2008 has totaled $2.29 billion, up 35 percent from 2007.  The report attributes much of this growth to larger shipments sent to countries such as Russia and Mexico. There has also been an increase in shipments to nontraditional importers such as Taiwan, Vietnam and Singapore.  Meanwhile, broiler meat production in August was 3.1 billion pounds, a decrease of 3.2 percent from the same month last year. 
Feedlot Placements Fall Below Market Expectations:  Cattle placed in feedlots during September totaled 2.28 million, down 6 percent from a year ago, and significantly lower than market expectations. Lower placement rates reported in USDA's monthly Cattle on Feed report indicate lower fed cattle supplies in the next five to six months. That they were lower than analysts' expectations indicates such numbers will be bullish for late February and April.

Bayer to Launch Glytol Cotton Varieties:  Bayer CropScience says it expects to receive EPA approval for its new GlyTol glyphosate-resistant trait in time for the 2009 growing season. The trait makes plants resistant to glyphosate. The GlyTol trait would be followed in 2010 with the introduction of Bayer’s H2 technology, which features a stacked-gene combination of the GlyTol trait and the Liberty Link trait, which conveys resistance to Bayer’s glufosinate or Ignite herbicide.

People NEWS

Schafer Announces Cotton Board Members:  Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer today announced the appointment of 13 members, 13 alternates and 1 non-voting consumer advisor to the Cotton Board. All appointees will serve 3-year terms beginning Jan.1, 2009 and ending Dec.31, 2011.  David M. Grant, Garysburg, N.C was re-appointed as a member and  Michael S. Hubbard, Gastonia, N.C was re-appointed as an alternate member.  And newly appointed  as an alternate member wass are Jerry L. Hamill, Enfield, N.C. 
Business NEWS

Pepsico Joins Research Campus In Kannapolis:  PepsiCo plans to join the $1.5 billion North Carolina Research Campus, an announcement campus developer David Murdock made during the center's grand opening last week.   PepsiCo joins Dole Food as one of the most recognizable private companies to join the campus. Murdock also is collaborating with eight N.C. universities on the project. So far, 16 private companies have joined the campus. PepsiCo plans to open a 4,000-square-foot lab in the Core Lab.
EC Cotton Mills Closes After 113 Years:  More than a century of textile history at Elizabeth City Cotton Mills has come to an end.  The EC Cotton Mills yarn plant on North Hughes Boulevard ended regular production Friday as the 35 employees who were still working for the company completed their final shift. The company was squeezed between a declining customer base and imported yarns on the one side and rising costs on the other. 

New Progress Plant:  The state Utilities Commission has approved Progress Energy's proposed natural gas-fueled power plant in the Sandhills of North Carolina. Progress, based in Raleigh, plans to build the 600-megawatt unit at a complex in Richmond County, about 30 miles southwest of Southern Pines. Construction is currently scheduled for early 2009 so that the plant can go online in June 2011. 

Environmental NEWS

Smithfield Receives Sustainability Award:  McDonald's USA announced it has recognized Smithfield Foods Inc. with the first-ever Sustainability Award during the fast-food giant's 2008 Supplier Summit in Oak Brook, Ill. The award, to become an annual honor, recognizes the supplier that best exemplifies McDonald's vision, principles and values for sustainable supply.   Susan Forsell, Vice President Supply Chain, Quality Systems, McDonald's USA said, "Smithfield Foods deserves to be recognized for its innovative approaches to protect the environment, to ensure the safety of its employees, the well-being of animals, the quality of products, and to promoting education in the communities the company serves." 
Nominations for Environmental Award:  The National Cattlemen's Foundation is seeking nominations for the 19th Annual Environmental Stewardship, which honors regional and national winners for their commitment to protecting the environment and improving fish and wildlife habitats while operating profitable cattle operations. The deadline for nominations is Feb. 25, 2009. Go to www.EnvironmentalStewardship.org for info.
Campaign NEWS 

Judge Still On the Ballot:  The name of a man who was stripped of his District Court judgeship earlier this month will apparently remain on the ballot in the race for the position. State election officials say they want to avoid spending tens of thousands of dollars on reprinting ballots and the extra manpower required to remove Mark Badgett's name. Bill Southern, an assistant district attorney, is also running for the post, which covers Surry and Stokes counties. The possibility still exists that people could elect Badgett, but if they do, he would be disqualified by order of the N.C. Supreme Court, said Don Wright, the general counsel for the State Board of Elections. 
USDA NEWS 
USDA Issues Final Rule on Swine Contractors:  USDA's Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration is adding "swine contractors" to the list of regulated entities subject to specific regulations under the Packers and Stockyards Act.   In 2002, Congress added swine contractors as entities regulated under P&S. GIPSA is amending the rules to clarify that swine contractors are prohibited from knowingly circulating misleading reports about market conditions or prices; are required to provide business information to authorized USDA personnel; and they are required to permit authorized USDA personnel to inspect their business records and facilities.   In addition, GIPSA clarified that its agents and personnel are barred from unauthorized disclosure of business information obtained from swine contractors. 

Meat, Livestock Groups Blast USDA Aid Program:  Officials with the nation's leading meat and livestock associations have signed and sent a letter to Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer, questioning the agency's plans to guarantee loans to ethanol plants that struggled to pay for high-priced corn this past year.  "Such a program would be a startling new development that discriminates in favor of one segment of American agriculture," the eight organizations said in the letter, pointing out that livestock producers and meat processors also struggle with the risks associated with betting on future prices for corn.   But USDA Press Secretary Keith Williams said the groups are mischaracterizing the Business and Industry Loan Guarantee Program as a cash grant to ethanol, explaining that the program has been in existence providing loan guarantees to any rural business since 1974. The eight groups are the American Meat Institute, National Cattlemen's Beef Association, National Chicken Council, National Meat Association, National Milk Producers Federation, National Pork Producers Council, National Turkey Federation and United Egg Producers.

Calculator Helps Analyze ACRE Benefits:  The National Corn Growers Association and several of its state affiliates have prepared a computer program that performs detailed benefit analysis of producer operations under traditional farm programs versus the new optional Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program. Growers are urged to contact their state associations for more information about the farm bill calculator. 

  Mark Your Calendar
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. on a variety of changes to emissions rules, Division of Air Quality Training Room AQ-526, 2728 Capital Blvd., Raleigh. Contact: Michael Abraczinskas, 715-3743. 

“Celebrate N.C. Wines" will be held Saturday, Nov. 1 at the NC State University Club, 4200 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh, N.C. The fourth annual “Celebrate N.C. Wines” event will bring together NC State and industry experts in a wine symposium to share secrets, history, tastes and scents.  A gala reception and four-course wine dinner will follow, featuring a gourmet menu of North Carolina specialties paired with the state's best wines.  To buy tickets or for more info go to www.cals.ncsu.edu/advancement/NCwines/.

The North Carolina Pesticide Board will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 1 p.m. on proposed rules and amendments required to implement the recommendations of the 2008 Governor's Task Force on Preventing Agricultural Pesticide Exposure, Gov. Martin Building, State Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue Ridge Rd., Raleigh. 
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