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NC Legislative NEWS

Redistricting Commission: The same group which pushed for changes to lobbying laws the past two years wants legislators to next address redistricting. The Coalition for Lobbying and Government Reform enlisted two former congressmen -- Republican Bill Cobey and Democrat Tim Valentine -- to call for a bipartisan commission to create legislative and congressional districts. Valentine called redistricting a burden which bleeds over into important legislative business. Both he and Cobey said allowing the General Assembly to draw up its own districts is an obvious conflict of interest. The former congressmen and other members of the coalition also say that gerrymandered legislative and congressional districts reduce competition and provide voters with fewer choices. The group presented figures showing that 86 out of the 170 legislative seats this year will be uncontested. The number compares to just 49 a decade earlier. Just one of the 13 congressional races in North Carolina was considered competitive in 2004, with the winner taking 55 percent of the vote or less. In 1994, the number was four; in 1984, six races were deemed competitive. Twelve states use independent redistricting commissions, but previous bills filed in the North Carolina legislature to create the panels have gone nowhere.
Campaign NEWS
Rep. Dan Blue: The executive committee of Wake County's Democratic Party has unanimously chosen former House Speaker Dan Blue to replace Rep. Bernard Allen, who died less than two weeks ago. By law, Gov. Mike Easley must follow the group's wish to appoint Blue, a Raleigh lawyer. Blue gave up his state legislative career in 2002 to run for U.S. Senate but lost in the primary. Blue takes the seat for the remaining months of Allen's term, and he will get Allen's ballot votes Nov. 7. Because Allen was unopposed, Blue has the job through 2008. There is talk that Blue, who served four years as House speaker in the 1990s, might try to return next year to that powerful post, posing a challenge to embattled Speaker Jim Black and to other possible contenders. "He has been speaker twice, so he knows the job and he knows the issues," said former Rep. Bob Hensley of Raleigh, an ally who helped orchestrate Blue's victory Wednesday. 

Libertarian Running: Mike Munger, the only person so far to announce he's running for governor, says he has one minor problem to overcome before the 2008 election: his party's ineligible status. Munger is affiliated with the Libertarian Party, North Carolina's third most-popular political party and the one that gets kicked off state rolls every four years for failing to get 10 percent of the gubernatorial or presidential votes, as required by state law.  While Libertarians work to get on the 2008 ballot, Munger is trying to win support and potential future votes by drawing on a diverse background. As things stand, no one can vote for a Libertarian in 2008 unless the party qualifies for the ballot by collecting 69,000 valid signatures. 
Washington NEWS

Vice President Burr?: U.S. Sen. Richard Burr has been named as a potential vice-presidential candidate should U.S. Sen. John McCain become the Republican nominee in 2008. Chris Matthews, host of MSNBC's Hardball, asked McCain, R-Ariz., if U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., would be a good running mate. "Graham, Sununu, Thune, Burr - there's a broad variety of them, both in and out," McCain replied, listing North Carolina's junior senator as a prospect along with other freshman senators from New Hampshire and South Dakota. Laura Caudell, a spokeswoman for Burr, said that Burr does not view McCain's remarks as an endorsement of him as a potential running mate but rather a reflection of Burr's role within the Republican Party. 
Environmental NEWS

New Program to Restore Longleaf Pine Forests:  Teresa Lasseter, administrator of USDA ’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), today announced a new Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Longleaf Pine Initiative to increase longleaf pine forests by 250,000 acres throughout nine southern states.  Producers in the following states, the natural range of longleaf pine forests, may participate in the CRP Longleaf Pine Initiative: Ala., Fla., Ga., La., Miss., N.C., S.C., Texas and Va. Longleaf pine forests provide many environmental benefits and recreational opportunities.  However, a variety of forces reduced longleaf pine forest acreage in the South over the past 100 years.  During that time, longleaf forests declined from 60 million acres to fewer than 4 million acres. To be eligible for the CRP Longleaf Pine Initiative, land must be located in the National Longleaf Pine Conservation Priority Area (historic range of longleaf pine forests) and must be capable of being restored to a viable ecosystem.  Sign-up begins Dec. 1, 2006 at local FSA offices for the CRP Longleaf Pine Initiative.  Enrollment runs continuously until the 250,000-acre goal is met, or Dec. 31, 2007, whichever comes first.
Business NEWS        
Fair Numbers:  The N.C. State Fair ended Sunday night after posting the fifth highest attendance figures ever. Department of Agriculture officials reported official attendance of 785,956. Saturday, Oct. 21, saw the largest single-day attendance ever, with 145,461. 

Ballard’s Farm Recall:  Ballard’s Farm Sausage Inc. of Wayne, W.Va., announced Wednesday that it is recalling all codes of the following products because of possible contamination with Listeria monocytogenes: Ballard’s Farm Amish Macaroni Salad in 24-ounce containers; Ballard’s Farm Amish Sweet Slaw in 24-ounce containers; Ballard’s Farm Cole Slaw in 12-ounce containers; Food City Cole Slaw in 12-ounce containers. The products are sold in a clear plastic cup with the product name on the side of the lid and side of the cup. They were distributed in North Carolina, Alabama, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia. Consumers should return the products to the place of purchase for a full refund. 

Commodity NEWS        
Pre-Holiday Hog Slaughter Cuts Pork Prices: Pork processors slaughtered 2.166 million hogs last week, the most since December 2005, and more records are expected as peak slaughter periods after Thanksgiving approach. The week after Thanksgiving, which falls on Nov. 23 this year, usually sees the highest slaughter of the year. The result is a drop in both hog and pork prices, as pork inventories increase going into the holiday. Hog prices declined 3.2 percent, and hog futures declined to their lowest level since July. December futures have declined 10 percent since Sept. 5.

Pork Producer to Market Pork With Selenium:  Prairie Orchard Farms, Winnipeg, Manitoba, has received permission from USDA to market its pork as "an excellent source of selenium," an antioxidant believed to help prevent major cancers such as prostate cancer, breast cancer and colorectal cancer,  as well as Alzheimer's disease. The company earlier this year received permission to market its Verdancia Farms-branded pork as high in Omega-3 fatty acids, another antioxidant believed to help prevent heart problems.  According to Amy Johnston, the company's nutritionist, plant life in many parts of the world, including parts of Asia and the southern United States, are deficient in selenium content due to highly acidic soil, which prevents the absorption of the mineral from the soil.  The company plans to market its pork throughout the United States and Canada, but Canadian authorities have not yet approved the selenium claim on packaging. 

U.S. Soy Farmers In Brazil Weather Hard Times:  Brazil’s soy area has doubled since 1990 to become the world’s second largest after the U.S., and output has nearly tripled in the same period.  Trade groups say there are at least dozens of U.S. farmers who have made the move to Brazil.  But two years ago, Brazil’s real began appreciating against the dollar, which hurt the local earning power for soybean exports.  Oil prices also skyrocketed, driving production costs through the roof.  Brazil soybean growers have also had to grapple with Asian soybean rust, which has consumed around 4.5 million tons of the 50 million-ton crop over each of the last three years.  Brazil’s area planted to soybeans is expected to fall again for the second year running from a peak of almost 23 million acres two years ago to just over 20 million this season.

Organic Meat to See Strong Growth in Next Five Years: A new report by research firm Mintel International Group estimates that the organic meat market will increase 71 percent in constant prices over the next five years.  According to the study, the organic meat sector grew 140 percent over the last two years, facilitated by the increased emphasis on organic products at traditional retailers. Sales of all organic foods, including meat and poultry, grew 37 percent in the last two years in traditional channels, while sales were up 29 percent at natural retailers, the study said.  Wal-Mart's pledge to offer organic products priced only 10 percent more than traditionally processed products may also help boost organic growth. In fact, according to the Mintel study, 24 percent of consumers who purchase organic products do so at Wal-Mart. Sixty-five percent of the survey's respondents buy organic food in traditional channels while 45 percent shop for organics in the natural channel. 
People in the NEWS

Land Deals: Gov. Mike Easley's 2004 re-election campaign received a sudden financial boost shortly after a state environmental board approved a $13.5 million land grant three years ago at his urging. On a single day, three weeks after a 5,600-acre tract in Caldwell County changed hands, Easley's campaign received $40,000 from 10 donors linked to the Mingo Tribal Preservation Trust, the family trust that owned the land. Easley's staff says the governor knows none of the donors and knew nothing about the land, which is now the Buffalo Cove Game Land, until it came before the Council of State, a few days before the state took ownership. Sherri Johnson, Easley's communications director, said the sellers never offered money for the governor's campaign. More than half of the donors are registered Republicans. The donors willing to comment say they simply liked the governor. With two exceptions, none had ever given reportable amounts to any state-level candidate in the past decade. 

Appointments: Christopher B. McLendon has been appointed to the district court bench in the 2nd Judical District, Gov. Mike Easley's office announced Tuesday. McLendon, a private practitioner of law in Washington since 1980, is the former president of the 2nd Judicial District Bar Association and the Beaufort County Bar Association. McClendon will fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge James W. Hardison.
USDA News

Tight Hay Supplies Point to Higher Prices:  According to the Oct. 19 USDA Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Outlook report, U.S. hay supplies are likely to be fairly tight and expensive this winter, particularly if a more-normal winter develops following last year's mild one. Hay production was forecast at 147 million tons this year, down 2.4% from the 2005 total. May 1 hay stocks were down 23%, and dry conditions in many areas forced hay feeding this past summer. The September farm price of other hay averaged $93/ton, up from $78.90 a year ago. The alfalfa hay price averaged $112/ton, up from $106 in September 2005.  The report says pasture conditions continue a modest recovery, but favorable temperatures and moisture are still needed to accumulate much-needed growth for winter grazing. Wheat and other small grain pasture grazing potential are still very uncertain, as they were last fall, although recent moisture will help.
Mark Your Calendar

The Environmental Review Commission will meet on Monday, Oct. 30 at 2:30 p.m., Beulaville Town Hall, 111 W. Quinn St., Beulaville. Contact: Jennifer Mundt, 733-2578.

The N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund, in conjunction with N.C. State University, will offer an educational workshop on farmland preservation on Thursday, Nov. 2 at 9:30 a.m., Sen. Bob Martin Eastern Ag Center, Williamston. Contact: Dewitt Hardee, 733-7125.

UNC-TV will air a show about the races for the three associate justices’ positions on the N.C. Supreme Court.  The show is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 2 at 8 p.m.  One-on-one interviews with the candidates are also available at www.ncvoterguide.org.

The N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund, in conjunction with N.C. State University, will offer an educational workshop on farmland preservation on Monday, Nov. 6 at 9:30 a.m., Jim Graham Building, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh. Contact: Dewitt Hardee, 733-7125.

The Marine Fisheries Commission Central Regional Advisory Committee will meet on Monday, Nov. 6 at 6 p.m., Duke University Marine Lab Auditorium, 135 Duke Marine Lab Rd., Pivers Island, Beaufort. Contact: Mike Marshall, 800-682-2632.
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