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At House of Raeford Farms, Inc., one of the top ten largest poultry processors in the nation, we provide chicken and turkey products to the foodservice, retail, and export markets. We are a family-owned and operated company based out of Rose Hill, North Carolina with additional facilities located in Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, and South Carolina. We take pride in our workforce which numbers over 6,000, and we are committed to protecting and maintaining the health and safety of our employees. House of Raeford:  The one with Real taste

Washington NEWS
Congress Moving to Lift Ban on Chinese Chicken Imports:  House and Senate negotiators are poised to sign off on a new Agriculture appropriations measure that contains emergency aid to U.S. dairy farmers and lifts a two-year-old ban on Chinese poultry imports. Under the compromise, dairy farmers would receive $290 million in direct payments and the USDA would spend another $60 million to buy cheese and other dairy products to reduce surpluses that have helped drive down farmers’ income. The original House-passed bill continued a ban on Chinese poultry imports, which Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro , D-Conn., said should remain in place. DeLauro wanted USDA to correct what she described as a flawed process for assessing food safety. The Senate bill allowed poultry imports from China if certain standards were met. Meanwhile, China announced it will go forward with its unfair trade practice investigation of U.S. poultry products in a sign that trade friction between the two countries continues.  "The Ministry of Commerce believes that this case meets the legal conditions and has decided to conduct an investigation of unfair trade practices like dumping and subsidizing of U.S. chicken products," the ministry said in a notice on its Web site on Sunday.
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Pamlico Sound Towers to Test Wind Energy:  After lagging behind other East Coast states in developing wind as an energy source, North Carolina is preparing to plunge in with a test program with one to three wind towers in Pamlico Sound. Duke Energy and UNC-Chapel Hill are finishing the details of a contract that would have the company build the towers as early as next year. 
Business NEWS

Townsends to Add 103 Jobs at N.C. Poultry Plant:  Georgetown, Del.-based poultry processor Townsends Inc. will add 103 jobs at its Mocksville, N.C., plant as part of a $700,000 investment over the next three years. The Mocksville facility, which operates as Crestwood Farms, a division of Townsends, is driving the company's expansion into value-added chicken products. Its latest plan calls for increasing capacity by some 25 percent by adding a new production line of fully cooked products. "Food production and economic growth go hand in hand in North Carolina, a tradition underscored by Townsends' expansion in Mocksville," said Gov. Beverly Perdue.

Smithfield CEO Sells One-Third of His Stock:  On Wednesday, Smithfield Foods CEO C. Larry Pope filed documents with the Securities and Exchange Commission notifying the agency that he sold 100,000 shares of common stock. He still owns 222,000 shares.  Pope's weighted average selling price of the Smithfield stock was $13.50, below the price at which the company completed a $300 million stock placement just last week.  The company said in a statement that Pope sold the shares to "meet personal financial obligations."  Representatives for the company declined to comment further. By mid-day Thursday, the stock had dropped about 3.4 percent, trading around $13.35 per share on the New York Stock Exchange.

Tyson May Expand N.C. Poultry Plant:  Tyson Foods officials will consider approval of an expansion at the company's Wilkesboro, N.C., poultry complex. The expansion would add as many as 300 new jobs and include a 16,000-square-foot addition.  Currently, the plant's production capacity is 1.65 million birds in a five-day week, but Tyson aims to up five-day capacity to 1.9 million birds. 
Malt-O-Meal Welcomed to Asheboro:  Malt-o-Meal, a cereal manufacturer in Asheboro, celebrated the official grand opening of its facility on Banks Street Tuesday by pledging to help feed the hungry in North Carolina.  Malt-o-Meal selected Asheboro and the former Unilever food production site to become its East Coast manufacturing hub in November 2006. The 33-acre facility represents an investment of $140 million. 
Campaign NEWS
Queen Challenger:  Tamera Frank, a Yancey County social worker, has announced plans to challenge Democratic Sen. Joe Same Queen for his 47th District Senate seat in 2010. Frank, a Republican, was born and raised in Yancey County and plans to run on a platform of limited government.

Four More Seeking Harrell's Seat:  At least four more Democrats are seeking the House seat recently vacated by Ty Harrell, who resigned last week amid a campaign finance investigation. Wake County Democratic Party Chairman Jack Nichols said the latest candidates to declare for the District 41 seat are Linda Gunter, a former state senator and lobbyist for N.C. Association of Educators; Christopher Headen, executive director of Meals on Wheels of Durham; Steve Rao, director of business development at Datacraft Solutions; and Terry L. "Doc" Thome. Democratic Party precinct chairmen and party leaders within the district will meet by Oct. 20 and vote on Harrell's replacement. 
Commodity NEWS

Equine Industry Brings in $1.9 Billion:  The equine industry has an annual economic impact of $1.9 billion in North Carolina, according to the Equine Economic Impact Study. The N.C. Horse Council, along with other state agricultural and equine leaders, presented findings from the study Tuesday to about 75 people in Rockingham County. The study, commissioned by lawmakers in 2007, also showed that horse owners spend $1.4 billion annually on goods and services. Ninety percent of those purchases are made within the state.  Recommendations from the study include the establishment of an equine industry commission to advocate for the industry. There are bills in the House and Senate that could fund such a commission, said Rep. Nelson Cole, D-Rockingham.  The study comes as Rockingham County is preparing to build the first phase of its equestrian center — the Horse Park of the South. 
New Plan to Help U.S. Dairy, Pork, Poultry Producers:  Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler and his counterparts across the country have offered the federal government a new proposal to help struggling dairy, pork and poultry farmers.  The National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) has put forward a plan to take extra dairy, pork and poultry supplies off the market, stabilizing prices paid to producers while making more protein-rich foods available to food banks, school lunch programs and other food assistance programs, Troxler said. The proposal, known as “Meat the Need,” calls for the federal government to purchase cheese and other dairy products in up to three installments of 75 million pounds each over 120 days. The plan also includes a one-time purchase of 100 million pounds of turkey.  USDA has been buying pork, but not nearly enough to do anything about the prices farmers receive, Troxler said.

FDA Begins Collecting Tobacco Fees: The FDA on Thursday began collecting millions in fees from the nation's tobacco companies to help fund the agency's newly granted authority to regulate the industry.  The user fees, which will be collected quarterly, are based on each company's share of the U.S. tobacco market. The FDA will collect about $23 million for fiscal 2009. That will rise to $235 million in 2010 and grow to $712 million by 2019.  The FDA would not disclose the assessments for specific companies.
USDA NEWS

USDA Begins Issuing Livestock Forage Disaster Payments:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that ranchers who have signed up for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) have begun receiving disaster payments for forage losses due to severe drought. Producers are reminded that LFP sign up for 2008 losses ends Dec. 10, 2009, and Jan. 30, 2010, for 2009 losses.

USDA FSA Loan Errors Update:  The semi-annual status reports, for reporting September 30 loan information, that were mailed recently have incorrect loan balances for some loans. The error only occurs when the Loan Amount & Unpaid Principal Balance is over $1,000,000. For example, when the Loan Amount & Unpaid Principal for the loan is $1,094,000, Form FSA-2241 only displays $94,000 in both Item 10 (Loan Amount) and Item 14 (Unpaid Principal). The information is correct in the FSA data base and the proper amount can be reported to FSA, either on the form or via LINC. Questions about the forms should be directed to the FSA office you usually do business with. 
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for October:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for October 2009. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for October 2009 is 0.375 percent, down from 0.500 percent in September 2009. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during October 2009 is 1.375 percent, down from 1.500 percent in September 2009. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for October 2009 are as follows - 3.000 percent with seven-year loan terms, 3.375 percent with 10-year loan terms and 3.750 percent with 12-year loan terms - down from 3.250 percent with seven-year loan terms, 3.625 percent with 10-year loan terms and 4.000 percent with 12-year loan terms in September 2009. The maximum discount rate applicable for October 2009 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from September 2009. 
NCDA NEWS

N.C. Seed Law Updated And Seed License Fees Increased:   The changes to North Carolina’s seed law that took effect Oct. 1, mean consumers will see additional information on labels of vegetable seed in packages weighing one pound or less. License fees for seed dealers will also increase under the changes. The updated label requirements for vegetable seed in packages include new “packed by” and “sell by” or “percent germination” and “test date” statement options.  The period of time covered by test dates for vegetable seed will increase from 9 months to 12 months and cool-season grasses and mixtures of cool season lawn seeds will increase from 12 months to 15 months. The test dates for all other agricultural seed will remain at 9 months. The fee for a license for a wholesale or combined wholesale and retail seed dealer will increase from $100 to $125.  Also under the updated law, there will be a single retail seed dealer classification with a yearly fee of $30. 
Mark Your Calendar

Two town hall meetings will be held to discuss the Equine industry in North Carolina and an Equine Economic Impact Study funded by the N.C. General Assembly on Tuesday, Oct. 6 at 6:30 p.m.  Southeastern Agricultural Center, Lumberton and on Thursday, Oct. 8 at 6:30 p.m., Bob Martin Eastern Agricultural Center, Williamston. Contact: Sue Gray, 919-854-1990. 

Lenoir County Field Day will be held Tuesday, Oct. 6 and provides 3.0 hours continuing education credits.  Contact: Eve Honeycutt 252-747-583.
Maintenance & Winterization of a Center Pivot will be held Friday, Oct. 9 at 2:30 p.m. and provides 1.00 hour of continuing education credit.   Contact: Wanda Hargrove 910-296-2143.  PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED.
Waste Application Equipment Calibration Training will be held Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 1:00 p.m. at Gary MacGibbon Dairy, Crouse, NC.  4.0 hours credit available.   Contact: Lara L. Worden 704-922-2118.

Greene County Field Day will be held Tuesday, Oct. 13, Greene County CES Center, Snow Hill.  3.0 hours credit available.   Contact: Eve Honeycutt 252-747-5831.
Guilford County AW Continuing Ed Classes: will be held Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 6:30 p.m., Guilford Co. Ag Center, Greensboro.  3.0 hours credit available.   Contact: Ben Chase 800-666-3625.  PRE-REGISTER BY OCT 6 OR CLASS MAY BE CANCELLED.
A public hearing on the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 6 p.m., Roanoke Island Festival Park, 1 Festival Park, Manteo. Contact: Michelle Duval, 252-808-8011.
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