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October 9, 2006
Campaign NEWS
Catching Up: Democrat Larry Kissell has nearly pulled even with Republican U.S. Rep. Robin Hayes in the 8th Congressional District campaign, according to a new poll. Hayes holds a 47 percent to 46 percent lead over Kissell, a Biscoe school teacher, according to a survey by OnPoint Polling and Research that was released Thursday. It is important to note however that OnPoint Polling and Research is a Raleigh polling firm with Democratic Party connections. 

Besse Running: Dan Besse, a Winston-Salem City Council member, is making plans to seek the Democratic nomination for lieutenant governor in 2008. Besse, a 51-year-old attorney, is best known around the state as an environmental advocate working with the Conservation Council of North Carolina. He has also served on the N.C. Coastal Resources Commission and the N.C.

Environmental Management Commission. Besse has been moving around the state, speaking to groups. He has also set up a political committee. “I have decided I am going to do it,” Besse said. Other potential candidates include Canton Mayor Pat Smathers; Hampton Dellinger, a former legal aide to Gov. Mike Easley; and Sen. Walter Dalton, D-Rutherford. 

Looking Westward: Republicans, looking to upset Democrats' long-standing control of the Senate, have placed many of their hopes this year with two competitive races in western North Carolina. The GOP wants to have a majority in the 50-member chamber by 2010, when legislators redraw their districts and attempt to maintain party control. That’s why the Senate race between incumbent Democrat John Snow of Cherokee and Republican challenger Ken McKim has gained increasing importance. Despite spending $398,700, Snow barely won the seat in 2004 against 16-year Republican incumbent Bob Carpenter, who spent $113,500.  Another race that has sparked the interest of political observers is a rematch between Republican Keith Presnell and Democrat Joe Sam Queen. In 2004, Presnell defeated then incumbent Queen, who won the seat in 2002. Anytime it’s a rematch of a former race, people watch it closely to see if it will evolve into a revolving-door district. The fundamental question for Republicans is what they would do differently. 
Washington NEWS

Bush Nominations: President Bush has nominated three men to replace U.S. District Court judges in North Carolina who are retiring, including the son of one of the outgoing judges. The White House announced Friday that Bush has nominated William Lindsay Osteen Jr. of Greensboro to be U.S. District judge for the Middle District of North Carolina. Replacing his father, William L. Osteen Sr., Osteen Jr. has practiced civil and criminal law in Greensboro for almost 20 years. The other nominees are Martin Karl Reidinger of Asheville, replacing Graham C. Mullen in the state's Western District, and Thomas D. Schroeder of Winston-Salem, replacing Frank W. Bullock in the Middle District. Reidinger has practiced civil law in western North Carolina for more than 20 years, while Schroeder is a partner at Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge, and Rice.

NASDA to Lobby Congress to Mark Imported Cattle's Origin:  The National Association of State Departments of Agriculture has voted to work legislatively to remove cattle from the so-called J-list, a list of commodities exempt from bearing a permanent mark of country of origin.  NASDA holds that such a permanent mark would make it easier to isolate and treat animals if a dangerous animal disease, such as foot and mouth or bovine spongiform encephalopathy, were to be discovered in the originating country's herd.  Ranchers-Cattlemen Action Legal Fund, which has fought the importation of cattle from countries with histories of animal diseases, saluted the move and urged its members to assist in lobbying Congress to write and pass such a bill.
Environmental NEWS

No More Intense Hurricanes This Year:  Blaming faster-than-expected El Nino conditions in the Pacific Ocean, forecasters at Colorado State University Tuesday repeated their call for below-average storm activity during the rest of the Atlantic hurricane season.  “Atlantic basin tropical cyclone activity for 2006 will be considerably less than previously predicted, largely because of the unexpected El Nino conditions that developed this summer, as well as the development of mid-level dryness in the tropical Atlantic...that greatly reduced August activity,” the forecasters wrote in a report released Tuesday.  As a result, the forecasters downgraded their previous forecast, now projecting two more named storms, one more hurricane and no more intense or major hurricanes for the remainder of the season, which runs through November.
Business NEWS        
Smithfield Completes ConAgra Meats Acquisition:  Smithfield Foods Inc. completed a $571 million acquisition of ConAgra Foods Inc.'s refrigerated meat business Monday.  The deal, originally announced at the end of July, stipulated that Smithfield, Va.-based Smithfield would pay $575 million for the brands, including $100 million in Omaha, Neb.-based ConAgra stock, but the two parties decided on a cash-only contract for $571 million.  The deal includes the Armour, Butterball, Eckrich, Margherita, Longmont and LunchMakers brands.  Butterball LLC, previously Carolina Turkeys, and a joint venture by Smithfield and Maxwell Farms Inc., purchased the Butterball brand. Smithfield controls 49 percent of Butterball LLC.

Incentives: Gov. Mike Easley's office has announced that International Textile Group will receive $100,000 in state incentives for its plans to expand a Hoke County facility. The Greensboro-based textile company said that it plans to invest about $7 million over the next three years in the facility used by its Burlington WorldWide division and create 65 new jobs.  The incentives are a grant from the One North Carolina Fund. Burlington Worldwide uses the Raeford facility for the dyeing and finishing of fabrics for military dress uniforms. 
Commodity NEWS        
Soybean Rust Update: Soybean rust has been found confirmed in Sampson County.  This now makes 12 counties in the state with rust on soybeans: Beaufort, Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, Craven, Edgecombe, Jones, Lenoir,  Robeson, Sampson, Scotland, and Washington.
Ethanol Seen Cutting Into Corn Supply for Chicken: The highly subsidized and quickly expanding ethanol industry will be forcing chicken producers to pay more and compete harder for the corn feed they need, U.S. chicken industry leaders agreed Thursday.  John Bekkers, president and chief executive of Gold Kist Inc., stressed to the National Chicken Council’s annual conference that “at some point in time there’s going to be a bidding war between us and the ethanol plants, and we better get used to that idea.”  Tthe U.S. is producing about 11 billion bushels of corn a year, and by 2008 it is projected that 25 percent of U.S. corn production will go toward producing ethanol.  According to Bekkers, To make sure there is enough corn to meet the growing ethanol demand, to continue to fulfill export requirements and to produce enough for feed and food, the U.S. needs to take 35 million acres of land out of a USDA program that pays farmers not to plant.
Demand For Soybeans Is Growing Fast:  As U.S. biodiesel production grows, domestic demand for soybeans is increasing, cutting into the amount available for other uses, including exports.  Oil from 8 percent of this year’s U.S. soybean crop will be used to make the biorenewable fuel, and that percentage is expected to rise rapidly as more plants open and expand.  While farmers welcome a more robust local and domestic market for their crops, they also recognize that they cannot ignore China, the world’s most populous nation, and its growing economy.  It takes effort to win business from China, which can also tap other soy-producing nations to help fill its demand.

Japanese Consumers Warming to U.S. Beef:  A national study of Japanese consumers by Tokyo-based Macromill for the U.S. Meat Export Federation showed that 52 percent agree with the government's decision to resume imports of U.S. beef, and roughly the same number were either positive or neutral about ordering that beef in restaurants or grocery stores.   Another 25 percent said they would probably buy U.S. beef if they saw friends and neighbors doing so, which means the US is close to having 75 percent of Japanese consumers back. That's roughly the same percentage before the market was closed. Public opinion is changing rapidly, with favorable stories in the press and on television, and the vast majority of the trade concerned only about price and availability, not sales potential. 
People in the NEWS

Appointments: Gov. Mike Easley announced the appointment of Wayland J. Sermons Jr., Washington, to the North Carolina Coastal Resoure Commission.  Sermons is town attorney for Bath and Chocowinity.

Hockman to Head Industry Relations:  Dallas Hockman has been named by the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) vice president of industry relations, a new position that focuses on building relationships with pork producers, processors and allied industries.  Most recently, Hockman was vice president and chief marketing officer at the National Pork Board, overseeing the organization’s advertising, marketing and public relations activities. 

Deaths: Former Sen. Gilbert Boger, R-Davie, has died. Boger, who died Oct. 1, served in both chambers of the General Assembly for years with his last term in the Senate during the 1981-1982 session. Boger also served on the state Real Estate Commission. Funeral services were held Wednesday in Advance. He is survived by his wife, Maxine, and several children. 

Recovering: Rep. Bernard Allen, D-Wake, is recovering from a stroke he suffered Sept. 23.  Allen, 69, is recuperating at a rehab facility and is expected to be discharged within days, said his son, Bernard Allen II. “His mind is strong,” said the younger Allen, who described the stroke as mild. Allen said his father talks to his legislative aide daily and is still conducting business. Allen is running unopposed for re-election. 

Deaths: Bill Staton, a former legislator who served as an adviser to the late Gov. Terry Sanford, has died at the age of 89. Staton had been in declining health and suffered from dementia. The Lee County Democrat joined the House for one term in 1967 and moved to the Senate for several more until leaving the General Assembly in 1992. Staton also advised Sanford, later Duke University's president and a U.S. senator, particularly in the years leading up to his gubernatorial election in 1960. 
NCDA News

Bacterium Caused Duck Deaths:  A common bacterium is to blame for mysterious illnesses and deaths among Swansboro's free-roaming ducks, according to the N.C. Department of Agriculture. Mary Ann McBride, assistant state veterinarian, said tests confirmed the ducks died of avian botulism, a paralytic disease caused by ingestion of a toxin or poison produced by a bacterium commonly found in soil and stagnant water. Birds sometimes ingest the toxin directly while foraging or may eat toxin-laden maggots. McBride said the outbreak did not pose a public health hazard. 
USDA News

FDA Clears Spinach For Sale:  Consumers again can dine on California-grown spinach despite an investigation that has yet to produce the source of bacterial contamination that killed at least one person and sickened 187 others in the U.S. and Canada, federal regulators said Friday. Natural Selection Foods, the first of five companies named in a voluntary recall of packaged spinach two weeks ago -- and the company that provided spinach to numerous other companies -- announced it will have spinach for sale soon. 
Mark Your Calendar

The North Carolina Pesticide Board will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 10 at 12:30 p.m., Agronomic Services Division, 4300 Reedy Creek Rd., Raleigh. Contact: NCPB, 733-3556.

The Marine Fisheries Commission Shellfish Advisory Committee will meet on Monday, Oct 16 at 6 p.m., Room 306, CMAST Building, Carteret Community College, 303 College Circle, Morehead City. Contact: Mike Marshall, 800-682-2632.
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