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Practical ingenuity and a common sense approach to doing business - EMBARQ provides a suite of communications services to customers in North Carolina and 17 other states. For businesses, the EMBARQ® portfolio includes local voice and data services, long distance, Business Class High Speed Internet, wireless, satellite TV from DIRECTV®, enhanced data network services, voice and data communications equipment and managed network services. For consumers, EMBARQ offers an innovative portfolio that includes reliable local and long distance home phone service, high-speed Internet, wireless, and satellite TV from DISH Network®—all on one monthly bill. EMBARQ has assembled the best talent in the industry - professionals who deliver the highest quality results. Besides providing top-flight technology, a reliable network, competitive pricing and exceptional customer service, EMBARQ is committed to being a good neighbor - supporting projects that focus on youth and education, health and human services, arts and culture, environmental protection and economic development. EMBARQ - Where common sense meets innovation. For more information, visit www.embarq.com

Washington NEWS
AgIssues and President Obama: As the world watches to see how President-elect Barack Obama and a Democrat-reinforced Congress in January face a global economic crisis and ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the AgIndustry is also watching to see how industry-specific issues will be addressed, including: renewable fuel subsidies, trade, immigration, animal rights, environmental regulation and food safety regulation. Obama has been vocal about his support for renewable fuels and biofuel tax incentives. In response to a pre-election questionnaire from the National Corn Growers Association, the president-elect said he would invest $150 billion over the next ten years in the green energy sector with a goal of 60 billion gallons of fuel coming from biofuels by 2022. Trade issues are critical to a U.S. AgIndustry that has become increasingly dependent on exports for its financial viability. Obama has said he is keen to build into trade agreements enforceable labor and environmental standards to protect U.S. farmers and laborers from any unfair trading-partner advantages. Obama has said he will support additional personnel, infrastructure, and technology on the border and at ports of entry. On immigration reform, he supports a system that requires undocumented immigrants who are in good standing to pay a fine, learn English and go to the back of the line for the opportunity to become citizens. There is a concern that animal rights groups with agenda that go beyond animal welfare might find a more sympathetic ear in a Democrat-dominated Washington in the coming years. Obama has promised to bring stakeholders to the table when environmental regulation impacts agriculture and to base decisions "on the best available, scientifically valid evidence and not on the ideological predispositions of agency officials or political appointees."  Obama has promised to reverse what he called the Bush administration's attempts to chip away at clean air and water standard s- with talk on Capitol Hill of capping allowable carbon footprints based on industry-by-industry calculations. With a Democratic White House and a Democrat majority in Congress, proposals by Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) to combine the Food and Drug Administration and USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service into a single agency could gain ground. 

AFL-CIO Prioritizes 'Card Check' Legislation:  The AFL-CIO is making the Employee Free Choice Act, also known as the “card check” bill, its top legislative priority in the 111th Congress, arguing that Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) winning the White House, along with Democratic gains in both chambers of Congress, greatly increases the chances of passing the proposal into law.  “I can safely say that today is one of the brightest days for working people across our nation,” said AFL-CIO President John Sweeney.  Business groups who are critical of the measure have long worried that if Obama won the election and Democrats gained in Congress, the party would feel obligated to labor for its support in the campaign and would push for union priorities.
Campaign NEWS
Troxler Wins:  Incumbent Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler won re-election over challenger Ronnie Ansley with a vote of 52.1% to 47.9%. With over 52% of the vote, Troxler outperformed all other Republican candidates for statewide office. Click to see All Council of State Race Results. On Monday before the election, a 527 advocacy group, financed solely by NC farmers and AgLeaders, ran full-color ads about the Commissioner of Agriculture race. These ads, which ran in the Durham Herald, Greensboro News-Record, Fayetteville Observer, Wilmington Star, Winston-Salem Journal, The News & Observer, drew attention to the race, provided information about both candidates, and encouraged readers to Ask A Farmer which candidate they supported. Click to see Ad.
NC Congressional Results:  All but one of NC’s 13  Representatives will be returning. In District 8, Democrat Larry Kissell, the small-town school teacher, ousted five-term U.S. Rep. Robin Hayes Tuesday in a district beleaguered by the loss of manufacturing jobs. At this time it is unknown which committees Kissell will be appointed to serve on; however Congressman Hayes currently serves as the ranking member of the House Agriculture Committee's Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Subcommittee   To see final results for all Congressional races – click here.
U.S. Sen. Hagan:  With 53% of the vote, Democrat Kay Hagan unseated Republican Elizabeth Dole in the race for U.S. Senate, giving Democrats the seat formerly held for decades by conservative icon Jesse Helms (R). "What we were able to accomplish in a little more than a year is a testament to how hungry people are for change," Hagan said.  She added that her win sent a message that it was time to "stop the partisan bickering" in Washington and promised to work hard to win the votes of people who did not vote for her.   Dole conceded the race in an emotional speech to her supporters at a rally in Salisbury, during which she recalled some of the highlights of her lengthy career in Washington. An opponent of comprehensive immigration reform, Dole helped create a pilot program in NC that targets criminal illegal immigrants for deportation.  Her other legislative accomplishments include passage of a tobacco quota buyout bill that benefits tobacco growers and the inclusion of language in the 2008 farm bill to create a regional commission to promote economic development in several states in the southeastern U.S. The 72-year-old Dole declared she wasn't ready for retirement. She offered to help Hagan, 55, with the transition.
Commodity NEWS

UGA Wants to Make Southeast Top Blueberry Producer:  University of Georgia researchers are trying to make the Southeast the top producer of blueberries in the country by developing a better way to harvest the fruit.  A team of UGA horticulturists will work with researchers in Florida, North Carolina, West Virginia and Mississippi using a $1.7 million grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The team will work to find a way to mechanically collect the berries without dropping or damaging the fruit as much.  Researchers also will explore ways to genetically improve the berries to ward off diseases.  The U.S. produces 75,000 acres annually, a third of which is grown in the South. But UGA researchers say the region is on track to be the top producer in the next five years. 

California Voters Pass Animal Welfare Initiative:  Voters in California on Tuesday voted in favor of Proposition 2, a measure that phases out gestation crates for breeding pigs, veal crates for calves and battery cages for egg-laying hens.  The law requires that farms provide enough space for animals to stand up, turn around and extend their limbs. The measure goes into effect in 2015.

Environmental NEWS

New Regulations for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations:  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has finalized new regulations for concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) designed to help them safely manage manure, EPA announced in a news release.  Previous rules required a CAFO operator to use an NMP for controlling manure, but the new regulation requires the NMP to be submitted with the permit application. The plan will be reviewed by the permitting authority, and conditions based on it will be incorporated as enforceable terms of the permit. The proposed NMP and permit will be available for public review and comment before going final.  The regulation also requires that an owner or operator of a CAFO that actually discharges to streams, lakes and other waters apply for a permit under the Clean Water Act.   The rule deadline for newly defined facilities to apply for permits is Feb. 27, 2009. 
Business NEWS

Ag-Mart Employees Testify:  The N.C. Pesticide Board heard testimony Wednesday from three Ag-Mart workers who said they were never sprayed with pesticides on the company's farms in North Carolina. One woman, who bore a child with no arms and legs, says the company's practices are the reason for her son's deformities. But in a hearing on Wednesday before the state Pesticide Board, the company brought workers who told a different story. "That didn't happen," former worker Sostenes Salazar said when asked if she was sprayed or told to work in fields still wet with chemicals. Enoc Villalobos, who continues to work as a pesticide sprayer for Ag-Mart, was the third worker whose testimony was heard Wednesday. He said that supervisors tell him not to spray near any workers, and that they mark freshly sprayed fields with signs that warn "Do Not Enter." 

Philip Morris Jobs: Nearly 200 workers at Philip Morris USA's cigarette plant in Cabarrus County have been told they will lose their jobs on Jan. 30. The company announced in June 2007 its plans to close the 2,500-employee facility in Concord by the end of 2010. Philip Morris is consolidating operations at its Richmond, Va., plant. 
PPG Expanding Shelby Plant, Adding 120 Jobs:  Booming demand for wind power is leading a PPG Industries unit to add 120 jobs and expand a North Carolina plant where it produces materials used for wind turbines.  PPG Industries FiberGlass Products Inc. said Thursday they will invest $20.5 million and add the jobs over the next three years at it's plant in Shelby. The company said it has seen double-digit demand growth for fiberglass used in wind-turbine blades. 

Immigration NEWS 

Deportation Up 63 Percent in Ga., Carolinas:  Federal officials say there was a 63 percent increase in illegal immigrants deported from Georgia and the Carolinas in the 12 months ending in October. Immigration and Customs Enforcement's Atlanta Field Office of Detention and Removal carried out a record 17,955 deportation orders, compared with 11,006 the previous year. 
USDA NEWS   
USDA launches COOL listserv:  USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service on Tuesday launched a country-of-origin labeling listerv to notify subscribers of significant additions to the agency's COOL Web site.  Go to http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/.
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for November 2008. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge is 1.500 percent, down 2.000 in October 2008. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during November 2008 is 2.500, down from 3.000 in October 2008.  The interest rate for farm storage facility loans approved for November 2008 is unchanged from October 2008. The maximum discount rate applicable for November 2008 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 6 percent, down from 7 percent in October 2008. This is based on the 4 percent prime rate plus 2 percent, rounded to the nearest whole number.

Resignation of Ag Under Secretary:  U.S. Ag Secretary Ed Schafer today announced the resignation, effective December 1, 2008, of Ag Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas C. Dorr. 
NCDA NEWS

Research Station Meetings:  As instructed by the Legislature, NCSU, NCA&T, and NCDA&CS are currently working together to develop a comprehensive strategic plan for managing NC’s research stations. The primary objectives are to enhance efficiency, improve effectiveness and modernize the facilities for agricultural research. The following regional meetings have been scheduled to receive public comments: Wednesday, December 10, 2008 at 6:00 pm Tidewater Research Station, 207 Research Station Road, Plymouth, NC (252) 793-4118;  Tuesday, December 16, 2008 at 6:00 pm, Wake County Office park, Commons Building, 4001 Carya Drive, Raleigh, NC (919) 250-1000; Wednesday, January 14, 2009 at 1:00 pm, Mountain Research Station, 265 Test Farm Road, Waynesville, NC (828) 456-3943.  Additional information may be found at http://www.ncagr.gov/research/strategicplan.htm.
Mark Your Calendar

The State Water Infrastructure Commission will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 10:00 a.m., Albert Coates Building, Raleigh. 

The North Carolina Pesticide Board will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 12:30 p.m. on proposed rules and amendments required to implement the recommendations of the 2008 Governor's Task Force on Preventing Agricultural Pesticide Exposure.  At 1 p.m., the board will hold a public hearing on rules revisions and new rules regarding agricultural pesticide exposure, Gov. James G. Martin Building, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh. 

The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Friday, Nov. 14 at 10:00 a.m., 643 Legislative Office Building. 
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