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NC Legislative NEWS

Hatchery Plans: The state is planning three shellfish hatcheries capable of producing billions of oysters for coastal waters, in a bid to restore natural stocks decimated by disease, overfishing and pollution. Mike Remige, planning coordinator for the N.C. Aquarium Division, said that if the legislature agrees to build them, the hatcheries would produce tiny seed oysters for restoration projects, including planting of small oysters in sanctuaries. In the past, the state’s restoration efforts have relied on importing oyster seed from other states.  The General Assembly appropriated about $1.2 million to study the hatcheries and related facilities, which would tie in to educational programs at the state’s three aquariums. The N.C. Aquarium Division plans to report to the legislature next year on the feasibility of hatcheries on the north, central and southern coasts. 

Speakership: Four veteran lawmakers intend to run for House speaker if Jim Black can't hold the position. Among them is House Majority Leader Joe Hackney, D-Orange, former Speaker Dan Blue of Raleigh, who is returning to the House to fill a seat made vacant by Rep. Bernard Allen's death, Rep Jim Crawford, Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee and Drew Saunders, a five-term lawmaker from Mecklenburg County who said he would run only if Black cannot. At the end of the legislative session this year, Black said he would seek a record fifth term for speaker. But first, Black must retain his seat. According to unofficial election results, Black was only seven votes ahead of Republican challenger Hal Jordan in a strongly Democratic district.  The State Board of Elections won’t have an official count until Nov. 17.
Campaign NEWS
Democratic Control: Democrats expanded their margins in the NC State House and Senate on Tuesday. According to unofficial results, Rep. Jean Preston of Carteret County was the only Republican to beat an incumbent Democrat, taking the District 2 Senate seat held by Pete Bland. If all the results stand, Democrats would expand their majority in the House from 63-57 to 68- 52. In the Senate, the Democratic majority would increase from 29-21 to 31-19. Senate leader Marc Basnight, D-Dare, didn't discount the benefits of Shuler's Congressional Race against incumbent Republican Congressman Charles Taylor. 
Still Undecided:  There are still 1,492 provisional ballots to be counted in the undecided race for the 8th District U.S. House seat between Robin Hayes and Larry Kissell, state elections officials said Thursday. Democratic challenger Kissell expressed optimism that he would be able to make up a 465-vote deficit in the unofficial count. Hayes claimed victory early Wednesday, though the race

remained close enough to allow Kissell to demand a recount under state law. Provisional ballot results are to be reported to the State Board of Elections on Nov. 17, along with final, official vote totals for the race. If the margin of victory is less than 1 percentage point, the trailing candidate will then have one business day to request a recount, which would be completed within 48 hours, according to election officials.

Dellinger Running: Hampton Dellinger, a former counsel to Gov. Mike Easley, has announced plans to seek the Democratic nomination for lieutenant governor in 2008. Dellinger's decision comes after spending months of discussing seeking a statewide office with Democrats across North Carolina. Dellinger had initially expressed interest in running for attorney general if Roy Cooper did not seek re-election to the post. Sen. Walter Dalton, DRutherford, and Canton Mayor Pat Smathers, a Democrat, have also expressed interest in entering the race. Lt. Gov. Beverly Perdue is expected to run for governor in 2008
Washington NEWS

Arizona Ballot Initiative Alarms Pork Producers:  The National Pork Producers Council is worried that a ballot initiative passed by Arizona voters on Tuesday may hamper local livestock growers — and perhaps spread to other states and the 2007 Farm Bill.  Proposition 204, which passed with 62 percent approval, prohibits the use of gestation crates for pregnant pigs and crates for raising veal calves. The proposition requires the use of crates large enough for animals to turn around and fully extend their limbs. It will take effect in December 2012. The proposition was backed by Farm Sanctuary and the Humane Society of the United States, and opposed by an agricultural coalition called Campaign for Arizona Farmers and Ranchers. "We are disappointed that the voters of Arizona adopted a proposition outlawing a husbandry practice deemed appropriate by decades of farmer experience, as well as by university researchers and the nation's leading veterinary association," said Joy Philippi, NPPC president.  A similar proposition was approved by Florida voters in 2002.
Environmental NEWS

Coal-Fired: The state Utilities Commission requested that Duke Energy Corp. last week file detailed estimates of new costs for two proposed coal-fired power plants by Nov. 29. A hearing on the new plants is slated for Jan. 17. Commissioner Sam Ervin IV wants to give environmental and industry groups more time to study the new figures and respond. Duke initially said the two 800-megawatt plants at its Cliffside site in Rutherford and Cleveland counties would cost about $2 billion, but the company recently told the commission the price will be more expensive because some bids came in higher than expected. Environmental groups say conservation or cleaner technologies might be more attractive than the plant construction, under the new, higher costs.
Business NEWS        
New Smithfield Plant Debuts:  Smithfield Packing Co. opened its new Kinston, N.C., further processing plant on Thursday, bringing 300 jobs to an area that has seen manufacturing jobs evaporate over the past decade.
The $100 million, 240,000-square-foot plant will process about 90 million pounds of ham, cold cuts and other pork products each year.  The new plant is Smithfield's second in Kinston and seventh in North Carolina, where it employs about 11,000.

Ingredient Prices on Rise:  National Starch Food Innovation, a major supplier of such key food ingredients as corn starch, announced that its prices would rise sharply in early December due to higher raw materials and energy costs. 
Most products, particularly corn-based ones, will rise an average of 7 percent in price on Dec. 4, with some products, including unmodified corn starch, rising far more than that. The sharp rise in the cost of corn, partly due to competition from the roaring ethanol market, was the primary culprit, but transportation, packaging and other expenses have risen sharply as well, the company said. Competitors have announced some smaller increases, but may be forced to impose another round of price increases.

Golden Leaf: The Golden LEAF Foundation announced Monday more than $17 million in grants to help fund scholarships and local projects across the state. The grants, funded by part of the state's tobacco settlement money, will support programs in agriculture, education, health care, work force training and economic development. The foundation received 318 applications and funded 72 of the requests, said Rick Holder, the foundation's board chairman. 

The funds are to be used to help tobacco-dependent communities make the transition to other industries. The Elizabeth City State University Foundation received $1.2 million, one of the largest grants, to train the aviation work force and increase the "scientifically literate" work force in the northeastern part of the state. Blue Ridge Hospital received $350,000 for the expansion and renovation of Spruce Community Hospital in western North Carolina, according to Golden LEAF. 
People in the NEWS

Stepping Down: State Republican Party chairman Ferrell Blount has announced plans to step down from his post, citing interest in running for elected office. The state GOP released a letter Tuesday evening from Blount, a Pitt County farmer who became chairman in August 2003, saying that he would offer his resignation to party officials Thursday. He didn't say which office he was interested in seeking. Blount said party vice chairman Linda Daves would take over when he leaves. A meeting of the state GOP's executive committee should meet by the end of the year to choose a replacement to serve out the remainder of Blount's term, which expires next spring. The full convention would meet next year to elect a chairman for another two-year term. Guilford County GOP chairman Marcus Kindley announced Tuesday he was interested in seeking the leadership post. 

U.S. Meat Export Federation Elections:  Dennis Erpelding of Elanco Animal Health, a veterinary supply company owned by Eli Lilly, has been elected chairman of the U.S. Meat Export Federation, succeeding John Bellinger of Agri-West International. The announcement was made at the federation's annual meeting last week in Cancun, Mexico. Other officers elected include Dan Halstrom, Swift & Co., chair-elect; Jon Caspers, representing the National Pork Producers Council, vice-chair; and Jim Peterson, representing the National Cattlemen's Beef Association, secretary-treasurer. All will serve one-year terms.  Luisa Munsee of NCBA was named to the executive committee, representing beef/veal producing and feeding, while Steve Isaf, Interra International, was named to represent purveying and trading.

Deaths: Richard C. Erwin, the first black elected to statewide office in North Carolina in modern times and the first to serve as a federal judge, died Tuesday at the age of 83. He had suffered from Alzheimer's disease.. President Jimmy Carter nominated the Marion native to the U.S. District Court in 1980 and the U.S. Senate confirmed him that year for the state's middle district. He became the district's chief judge in 1988 and became semi-retired from the bench in 1992.  He was elected to the N.C. General Assembly as a Democrat in 1974 and 1976.

USDA News

Feds Green-Light New Poultry Culling Method :  The U.S. government approved the use of firefighting foam to cull commercial poultry in disease outbreaks.   Agriculture Department officials sanctioned the water-based foam method as an alternative to carbon dioxide, which requires more workers. The foam, which suffocates floor-reared flocks, is also safer for those administrating the foam than the carbon dioxide method, officials said. 

Headway on South Korea Beef Imports:  South Korea has made some concessions in the ongoing and contentious negotiations over standards for beef imports acceptable to Seoul.  Korea's zero-tolerance policy for bone chips led the United States to press for a definition of bone chips and a policy that would allow inconsequential amounts of bone without triggering a market closing. Further, some countries have defined cartilage as bone, as was the case in a shipment to Hong Kong. South Korea has agreed to remove silver skin from the prohibited list and have agreed that cartilage, bone chips and breast bone would not be considered specified risk materials.  However, South Korea would not set parameters as to what exactly constitutes a bone chip, as opposed to what constitutes a bone. South Korea will accept only boneless cuts of U.S. beef, so the distinction is important. 

Japan Puts Hold on Swift Beef:  Japanese officials have halted the import of beef products from Swift & Co.'s Greeley, Colo., plant after finding a shipment with improper documentation.   The shipment contained internal organs that were not listed on the manifest. Swift conceded that a box of thymus glands had been inadvertently included in the shipment. While those glands are eligible for export to Japan, Swift had not been approved to export them. Swift spokesman Sean McHugh said the box was clearly marked, and that the transparency has led to a measured reaction from Japanese officials, who appear to be treating the incident as routine.  Japanese officials asked USDA to investigate the incident and report back with measures to prevent a recurrence. The package was only one of 760 boxes containing 11 tons of beef and beef tongue. 
Columbia, Peru to Accept U.S. Beef:  Both Colombia and Peru have agreed to drop bans on U.S. beef that have been in place since bovine spongiform encephalopathy was discovered in the United States in 2003. According to Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, that means that two-thirds of pre-BSE South American market access has been restored, although it was only $4 million between the two countries in 2003.  The more important point, Susan Schwab, U.S. Trade Representative, said in a statement, is that it sends a message to other importers "to similarly make trade decisions in accordance with science-based international standards."
Mark Your Calendar

The Marine Fisheries Commission Habitat and Water Quality Committee will meet on Monday, Nov. 13 at 1 p.m., North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources Washington Regional Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington..

The Environmental Review Commission will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 15 at 9:30 a.m., 1228/1327 Legislative Building.

U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce President Michael Barrera will speak on Wednesday, Nov. 15 (no time given) at a conference on selling products and services to Hispanic customers, North Raleigh Hilton Hotel, Raleigh. 

The Joint Legislative Commission on Land and Water Conservation will meet on Thursday, Nov. 16 at 9 a.m., 643 Legislative Office Building.
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