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More than a century ago George Vanderbilt chose a picturesque setting in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Western North Carolina to create his home.  His vision for Biltmore was one of a progressive, self-sustaining, working estate that would benefit the community and the land. Although George did not plant Biltmore’s vineyards in his day, the vineyards and winery are an interpretation of his original vision, which was perpetuated in 1978 when the first wines were produced at Biltmore.  Today, Biltmore’s vineyards comprise 94 acres on the west side of Biltmore Estate where Chardonnay, Riesling, Viognier, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Merlot varietals are grown.  Winemakers Bernard Delille and Sharon Fenchak craft award-winning vintages from more than 15 different varietals.  Most might be surprised to realize that America’s most-visited winery isn’t located in California but rather in North Carolina.  Welcoming nearly one million guests each year, Biltmore strives to accommodate those who are new to the world of wine and food as well as the connoisseur in search of a distinctive varietal.  Learn more about Biltmore Wines at www.biltmore.com.

Washington NEWS
House GOP Term Limits Could Prompt Shakeup on Ag Committee :  At least two House Republicans are eyeing the top GOP slot on the Ag Committee if current ranking member Bob Goodlatte (Va.) is forced to step aside because of conference rules on term limits.  Reps. Frank Lucas (Okla.) and Jerry Moran (Kan.) are both interested in the position, aides confirmed today. Lucas and Moran are third and fourth in seniority among GOP Agriculture members, after retiring Rep. Terry Everett (Ala.).  Goodlatte’s future role remains murky because it’s uncertain if a Republican Conference rule limiting chairmen to three terms applies to time spent as a ranking member in the minority. 
Former Iowa Gov. Vilsack Frontrunner for Agriculture Post:  Former Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack (D) has emerged as the frontrunner for the post of Agriculture secretary.  Capitol Hill aides, agriculture interest groups and people close to the transition all say Vilsack is the clear favorite for the position, though Obama is not believed to have interviewed anybody for the job yet.  Other names mentioned by Capitol Hill aides, lobbyists and people close to the Obama transition include Tom Buis, president of the National Farmers Union, House Agriculture Chairman Collin C. Peterson, D-Minn., Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, North Dakota Ag Commissioner Roger Johnson, and former Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle, D-S.D. 
Legislative NEWS
2009 Legislative Pages Wanted: Know a kid who is interested in Agriculture and the political process? The NC Page Program is an excellent opportunity for youth  to gain firsthand knowledge of the legislative process for future AgAdvocates. Pages are chosen on a first-come, first-served basis and space is very limited. The program is for high school youth ages 15 to 18 or those currently in the ninth grade and in good standing. Pages are sponsored by their Representative or Senator and serve for one week during the session. The Page will be paid $150.00 for the week.  Room, board and transportation to and from the General Assembly will be provided by an approved volunteer. There is a $150.00 charge.  To request an application contact your local Representative or Senator - go to www.ncagribusiness.com and click on the 2008 Election Results box for contact info for next year’s members of the General Assembly.

Drew Saunders Resigns From NC House:  Rep. Drew Saunders has stepped down from the state Legislature to work for an umbrella group of North Carolina municipal power companies.  The Mecklenburg County Democrat resigned from the House effective Oct. 31, ending his sixth term in office about two months early.  The Rocky Mount Telegram reported he was hired by ElectriCities last week. Saunders' term would have ended in December since he lost the Democratic primary election to Nick Mackey in May. 
Commodity NEWS

Web Site Dedicated to Farmers Cultivating Energy Crops: A Web site dedicated to the exchange of information on switchgrass and other biomass energy crops has been launched at www.BiomassConnections.com.  "The focus of the site is to allow producers and stakeholders to openly share ideas and experiences gleaned from raising and marketing switchgrass and other biomass energy crops," says site host and switchgrass farmer Andy Bater. 

Ethanol Group Formed to Push Agenda:  Six major ethanol producers announced they had formed an organization called Growth Energy to promote the value of ethanol and fight back on assertions the corn-based product is a major contributor to food price inflation. Go to www.growthenergy.org for more info.
U.S. Crops Shrink From Last Month:  According to USDA’s Nov. 10 crop production report, production declined from last month’s prognostications for every major U.S. crop. Cotton production is forecast at 13.5 million bales, down 1 percent from last month and down 30 percent from last year. Corn production is forecast at 12 billion bushels, down slightly from the October forecast and 8 percent below 2007. Soybean production is forecast at 2.92 billion bushels, down less than 1 percent from the October forecast but up 9 percent from last year. U.S. rice production in 2008-09 is forecast at 203.5 million hundredweight, 700,000 hundredweight below last month due to lower yields.  U.S. sorghum production for 2008-09 is forecast at 7 million bushels lower this month.
Immigration NEWS

Immigration Slides From Top Agenda.  Immigration does not appear to be a top priority for President Obama’s first year agenda.  Just a few days before the election, CNN's Wolf Blitzer asked Obama to rank in order of priority five issues — tax cuts, health care, energy, education and immigration. Obama made up his own list, adding the economy as his No. 1 priority and dropping immigration altogether.  Latinos (two-thirds of whom voted for Obama) may have assumed that helping to elect Obama president guaranteed them another shot at comprehensive immigration reform. However, Obama’s selection of Rep. Rahm Emanuel as his chief of staff is not a good sign. As Speaker Nancy Pelosi's enforcer in the Democratic-controlled House, Emanuel was — in the last two years — a major stumbling block to achieving an immigration package. Capitol Hill newspapers reported shouting matches between Emanuel and members of the Democrat-controlled Congressional Hispanic Caucus, who tried unsuccessfully to pressure the leaders of their party to tackle the issue.  It's just politics. According to The Washington Post and other newspapers, Emanuel decided that the issue was a loser for Democrats and that it belonged on the back burner. He was protecting the Democratic majority in the House by covering members who might be vulnerable to ouster if they were seen in their home districts as going along with "amnesty" for illegal immigrants. Once in the White House, Emanuel is expected to channel those instincts toward protecting President Obama from such a sticky and divisive debate. As has always been the case with the immigration issue, what Democrats worry about most is antagonizing their sponsors in organized labor. Bringing back the debate over comprehensive immigration reform means restarting the discussion of a new guest-worker plan — which John Sweeney at the AFL-CIO considers "a bad idea (that) harms all workers."
Immigration History and Citizenship Checked in Jails:  Jailers in Wake, Gaston, Henderson and Buncombe counties were slated to begin checking the immigration history and citizenship of everyone booked at county jails starting last week. The jailers have access to a fingerprint-based database that includes data about visa applications, previous deportations and residency applications — part of a pilot program by the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 

Business NEWS

Proposed Food Processing Center:   A full-service food processing center that will serve Alamance County growers is a step closer to becoming a reality.  The N.C. Tobacco Trust Fund Commission approved a $479,000 grant last month for the project, which will be housed in Hillsborough. The center will provide value-added processing services to 16,214 farms from 22 counties, which represent almost 30 percent of farms statewide.  The goal is to have the center open by the first half of 2010.

Job Losses:  A textile company has announced plans to cut 150 jobs at its White Oak plant next month. International Textile Group Inc. cut 400 denim jobs at White Oak in 2007. After the latest round of layoffs, the plant will have about 360 employees. The company has been among the more aggressive textile manufacturers in shipping production offshore.

USDA Sees Lower U.S. Farm Income in 2009:  Lower crop and livestock prices will mean a decline in U.S. farm and ranch income in 2009. Market prices are down, further growers say prices for machinery, fuel, pesticides, fertilizers, seed, land and labor are on the rise. By some measures, the market price for corn had fallen below the cost of production. USDA expects by the spring planting season, prices for fuel and farm chemicals should be down since crude oil prices are less than half of their peak last summer. The good news  - even with a softer economy, there is going to be demand out there for food … the question is - how many farmers will be able to afford to grow that food here in the United States.

People NEWS

Deaths:  Former state Rep. Ted Kinney, a former soldier who focused on veterans’ issues and crime while in the Legislature, has died at the age of 76. He joined the General Assembly in 1993 and served three terms.  Also , former state Sen. Marvin Ward, known for his work with public education, has died. He was 94. The Democrat served from 1978 until 1994.  

Drought NEWS

Drought Conditions Linger, Disaster Declared:  Nearly half of North Carolina still faces a drought.  A U.S. Drought Monitor report released Thursday shows that 46 percent of the state faces at least moderate drought conditions, with the most extreme conditions along the state's southwest corner. Nearly two-thirds of the state is considered abnormally dry.  The USDA has designated 59 North Carolina counties as disaster areas because of crop losses. Farmers in another 37 contiguous counties will also be eligible for relief from losses. Farmers should contact the Farm Service Agency office in their county for more information. 

University NEWS

Ag Awareness Week:  NCSU’s Alpha Zeta Agriculture Honor Fraternity is holding their annual Agriculture Awareness Week March 16-19th, 2009.  The group is seeking donations and participation from commodity groups, professional companies, and other agricultural groups, which will be able to display their information.  For more info, contact Amber Clontz at anclontz@ncsu.edu or Shane Sills at wssills@unity.ncsu.edu.

Environmental NEWS

Offshore Drilling Study Launched:  The federal government has taken the first step in 25 years toward offshore drilling in the mid-Atlantic, launching a study of a potential exploration area just north of the N.C. line.  The 2.9-million-acre study area off the Virginia coast is within 55 miles of the N.C. coast. The federal Minerals Management Service said Wednesday it would prepare an environmental-impact study, beginning a 45-day public comment period. A decision whether to sell leases to the area in 2011 will come later. No drilling plans are in play for the Carolinas. Details about public comment on the proposed lease will be published soon in the Federal Register. 

USDA NEWS
Amended Farm Bill Provisions and New Sign Up Deadline:  Owners and operators of farms with 10 or fewer base acres now have the opportunity to receive payments for the 2008 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment Program. These amendments apply to farms with crop acreage bases of 10 acres or less. The amendments also apply to the new Supplemental Revenue Assistance (SURE) Program.  Eligible producers may sign up for DCP at any FSA office or enroll on the FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp, click on Access eDCP Services.  Under the new law (P.L. 110-398), producers with crops that had 2009 crop insurance sales closing dates before Aug. 14, 2008, may pay a fee through Jan. 12, 2009, to participate in SURE. Producers may make their SURE participation fee payments to their local FSA office at this time.  NAP application closing dates for the 2009 crops have been extended to Dec. 1 for those crops having an application closing date prior to that date. 
USDA Releases 2007 U.S. Animal Health Report:  USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has released the 2007 U.S. Animal Health Report, which provides a national overview of domestic animal health in the US. Go to www.aphis.usda.gov.
Mark Your Calendar
The Environmental Review Commission will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 25 at 9:30 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 

The State Technical Committee’s Forestry Workgroup will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 2 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  The meeting's purpose is to gather stakeholder recommendations concerning NRCS proposed financial assistance for forestry practices and criteria for prioritizing applications for assistance.  The meeting will be held in the Farm Service Agency's state office 4407 Bland Rd, Suite 190, Raleigh, NC 27609.  For more info contact Pam Chaney at (919) 873-2102 or pam.chaney@nc.usda.gov.

The 23rd Annual Southeast Vegetable and Fruit Expo is set for Dec. 2-3, 2008 in the Myrtle Beach, S.C., Convention Center.  Everyone attending the Expo must be registered. Courses are approved for Continuing Education Credits (CCA) and Continuing Pesticide Recertification Credits. Reduced room rates are available at the Sheraton Myrtle Beach Convention Center Hotel. For more information about the Expo contact: Cathy Price, NCVGA, 919-334-0099, or cathyprice@bellsouth.net.
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