[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






November 2, 2009
[image: image1.jpg]



From a modest beginning in 1926, Mt. Olive Pickle Company, Inc. has grown to become the second best selling brand of pickles in the country. We?ve done it by focusing on quality products, creating a place where folks like to come to work each day, and nurturing our hometown roots. Located at the Corner of Cucumber & Vine in Mount Olive, NC, Mt. Olive manufactures a full line of pickles, peppers and relishes, with distribution in all 50 states.  Look for recipes, pickle history and more on our website. www.mtolivepickles.com
Washington NEWS
Defense Bill Lacks OLF-Limiting Provisions:  A final defense spending bill likely to be signed by President Obama won’t contain provisions blocking a Navy landing field from area counties or requiring host counties to sign off on the airfield.  The U.S. Senate gave final approval Thursday to a National Defense Authorization Act that doesn’t include amendments by two local members of Congress, U.S. Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., and U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va.  Jones’ amendment to the defense bill prohibited the creation of an outlying landing field in either Camden or Gates counties. Forbes’ amendment would have required counties picked by the Navy to host the OLF to have the final say on whether to accept the project.  Both amendments eventually were stripped from the bill during conference discussions on the legislation between the House and Senate. Camden County Attorney John Morrison expressed disappointment at Congress’ decision, but said Camden County officials, who oppose the Navy OLF in northeastern North Carolina, still have several aces up their sleeve.  Morrison was referring to state legislation approved this summer that requires the Navy to share with the state jurisdiction over any property it buys in North Carolina for an OLF. Most observers believe the law, while it won’t ban the OLF from North Carolina, will make it difficult for the Navy to operate one here. 
Campaign NEWS
Jacumin Not Seeking Reelection:  Sen. Jim Jacumin said Wednesday that he has decided not to seek reelection next year. Jacumin, R-Burke, said concerns about his wife's health prompted the decision. Rep. Edgar Starnes, R-Caldwell, said he is considering running for Jacumin's seat and will make a decision before Thanksgiving. 

8th U.S. House District Candidates:  Hal Jordan, a Republican and Charlotte IBM executive, has announced his candidacy for the 8th U.S. House District seat held by Democratic Rep. Larry Kissell. Jordan joins three other Republicans who have already announced their intentions to challenge Kissell: Lou Huddleston, a retired Army colonel from Fayetteville; Tim D'Annunzio, the owner of Sky Venture Skydiving Center in Hoke County, and Darrell Day of Hamlet.
Commodity NEWS

Chicken and Egg Report Is Good News for Poultry Companies:  September declines in pullets and broiler-type hatching layers spell good news for companies like Tyson Foods and Sanderson Farms, according to an analysis of USDA's Chicken and Eggs Report, which was released on Friday.   Pullets hatched fell by 2.4 percent in September compared to a year ago, the seventh decline in eight months. At 6.7 million, this constituted the lowest in any September since 2003, according to J.P.Morgan analyst Ken Goldman.   "We see this as a positive for chicken integrators such as Tyson and Sanderson Farms," he wrote in a note to investors. "The chicken industry remains rational and seems intent on keeping supplies low despite still positive margins."  The total number of broiler-type hatchings layers fell by 3.3 percent in September from a year ago, which Goldman noted was the sixteenth consecutive decline.
China to Lift Ban on U.S. Pork:  China will lift a ban on U.S. pork and live hogs imposed last spring on concerns over the H1N1 virus, U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced Thursday following bilateral talks in Beijing.  "China's intent to remove its H1N1-related ban on U.S. pork marks an important step forward in cooperation between the countries on agriculture issues," Vilsack said in a statement.  The USDA will soon begin a review of China's food safety laws and poultry plants with an eye to allowing imports of Chinese poultry products, Vilsack told Reuters on Thursday. The poultry issue has been another trade conflict between the two countries.  Kirk added that Washington "expects China to base its opening on science and internationally agreed standards." 
Taiwan’s Decision to Expand U.S. Beef Imports Stirs Controversy:  Taipei Mayor Hau Lung-bin said Monday the central government of Taiwan should reconsider its decision last week to expand access to U.S. beef imports, including bone-in products and variety meats that present a risk of carrying bovine spongiform encephalopathy.   The concerns of the mayor, a member of the ruling party in Taiwan's parliament, were shared by opposition lawmakers and a consumers group that threatened to boycott all U.S. products, according to local media reports.   Critics of Taiwan's decision charge that the government is capitulating to Washington in order to re-open bilateral trade talks. Taiwan Vice Premier Eric Lilun Chu was quoted as saying the decision had nothing to do with resuming trade talks with the United States. 
University NEWS

NCSU Receives Grant for Urban and Community Forestry Grants:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the selection of $900,000 in Federal Urban and Community Forestry cost-share grants to ten organizations funded through the USDA Forest Service. The funds will be matched by recipient organizations.  The grant proposals address how urban and community trees and forests assist communities with issues such as climate change, energy conservation, and improved public health and well-being. North Carolina State University’s proposal,  Understanding Urban and Community Forests Contributions to Physical Activity and Health, received  $148,752 from USDA and was matched with $148,752 for a total of $297,505.
Business NEWS

Tobacco Trust Fund Announces Grant Funds:  Innovative projects that address agricultural issues and the needs of communities and North Carolina farmers affected by the changes in the tobacco industry can apply now for grant funds. The North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund Commission (NCTTFC) has announced its next grant cycle and is accepting applications until Dec. 4, 2009. Grant winners will be announced by May 1, 2010.   Applications and guidelines can be found at www.tobaccotrustfund.org and potential applicants may contact the NCTTFC at tobaccotrustfund@ncagr.gov or by calling 919-733-2160. 

Hanesbrands Closing Hosiery Plant:  Hanesbrands is shutting down operations at a North Carolina hosiery plant that employs 320 people.  The Winston-Salem company is shutting down its Hanes Mill Road plant because of steady drops in sheer-hosiery demand.  Hanesbrands said 240 manufacturing employees will be laid off and 80 distribution employees will be reassigned to another plant.  The company says changing fashion tastes and workplace dress codes have slowed sheer hosiery production to the point that it's no longer feasible to run the plant. 
Environmental NEWS

New Clean Water Act to Focus on CAFOs:  A new Clean Water Action Enforcement Plan unveiled by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson last week in a committee hearing in Washington places emphasis on concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs).  EPA, according to an NPPC briefing, said it will "pursue new strategies aimed to enforce existing rules limiting pollution from concentrated animal feeding operations … CAFOs have become larger and more densely located, placing more stress on waters in proximity to those locations. CAFOs result in a large pollution load to the environment … Where facilities with large numbers of animals are discharging without permits or in violation of their permits, they can cause significant pollution problems of concern to communities."   Go to www.epa.gov/compliance/civil/cwa/cwaenfplan.html.
People NEWS
Gregory Peele Inducted Into N.C. State Fair Livestock Hall of Fame: Gregory Peele of Pikeville was inducted into the N.C. State Fair Livestock Hall of Fame by Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler on Sunday, Oct. 18, at the fairgrounds. Peele, honored in the swine category, was one of three individuals inducted this year.   Peele has exhibited in the junior market barrow, purebred breeding swine, performance market hogs and open market barrow shows since 1962 as part of his family's Nahunta Farms. Others inducted were Leon Brickhouse of Elizabeth City and the late Linda Champion, whose daughter Carol Ramsey of Wendell accepted the honor on her behalf. 
Appointments:  Gov. Beverly Perdue announced the following appointment: Les Hall, Cary, and Marion Elliott Deerhake, Raleigh, to the North Carolina Environmental Management Commission. Hall is the executive vice president for McKim and Creed, PA in Raleigh. Deerhake is a senior research environmental scientist at RTI International in the Research Triangle Park. Deerhake has been reappointed. 
NCDA NEWS

Food and Drug Division Launches Food Safety Web Site:  The Food and Drug Protection Division at the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services has created a Web site for North Carolina consumers to find answers to their food safety questions.  A newly redesigned “Got to be NC Food Safety” Web site, www.ncfoodsafety.com, provides food safety information, laws and news for consumers, retailers, producers and educators. The site also features a “Food for Thought” section with statistics and trivia for children and families.

USDA NEWS 
Update to the FSA's Guaranteed Loan Program: The USDA LINC System has been updated to allow lenders to submit guaranteed loan closing fees electronically, either as part of the loan closing in LINC or with the loan closing forms submitted to FSA for processing. The FSA website explains the process: www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/e_submission_of_guar_fees.ppt
Mark Your Calendar
2009 Sustainable Agriculture Lecture will be held Nov. 9 from 7-8:30 p.m., NCSU’s McKimmon Center.  Will Allen, founder and CEO of Growing Power Inc. and recipient of a 2008 MacArthur Fellowship, will give lecture.  Allen is widely recognized for his efforts to develop urban farming initiatives in Milwaukee and Chicago. Burt’s In addition to his address at N.C. State, he will deliver an Urban Community Lecture at the Goldsboro High School, Nov. 9 from 10:45 a.m.-noon. These events are free and open to the public, but open seating will be limited. Reserved seating is available to all Friends of CEFS (Center for Environmental Farming Systems) members.  Go to www.cefs.ncsu.edu/friends.htm for more info.
The Environmental Review Commission will meet on Thursday, Nov. 12, 9 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building.  
“The Secrets of Marketing and Sales Success: A Training and Networking Opportunity for Food Entrepreneurs” will take place Tuesday, Nov. 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. at the Martin Building on the State Fairgrounds.  The workshop, sponsored by NCDA&CS, will cover a variety of topics, including market research, marketing to food service and retail establishments, and effective branding of food products. In addition, a panel of successful food entrepreneurs will talk about how they built their businesses. The workshop costs $30, which covers materials and lunch. The deadline to register is Nov. 10, and space is limited. For a registration form, visit www.ncagr.gov/markets/agbizmarketing.htm, or call Annette Dunlap in the NCDA&CS Marketing Division at (919) 733-7887.
CORRECTION:  Wilson Regional Pork Conference will be held Tuesday, November 24 at 5:30 p.m., Wilson County Agricultural Center.  3.0 hours credit.  Contact:   Walter Earle 252-237-0111.
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