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Butterball, LLC is the largest producer of turkey products in the United States, employing 6,000 associates throughout its six plant locations and corporate offices and producing more than 1.4 billion pounds of turkey each year.  The name Butterball has long been synonymous with the highest quality and value in the turkey industry.  Recognized as “The Turkey Expert,” Butterball, LLC is an iconic brand that is known for implementing the highest level of industry standards into making turkey products. Headquartered in Garner, N.C., Butterball, LLC was formed in October 2006, when Carolina Turkeys acquired the Butterball brand from ConAgra Foods. The marriage of excellence in turkey production and customer service from Carolina Turkeys with the international brand recognition of Butterball resulted in undeniable benefits to consumers everywhere. Since its inception, Butterball, LLC has become known as the leader in food and worker safety for turkey production. To date, the company holds four of the nine total VPP (Voluntary Protection Program) STAR Site poultry designations granted by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) across the country. For more information please visit www.butterball.com. 

Washington NEWS
Coalition Calls for End to Ethanol Subsidies:  A coalition of groups including the National Turkey Federation, the American Meat Institute, the National Chicken Council and the National Cattlemen's Beef Association gathered in Washington Tuesday to ask Congress and the next administration to repeal ethanol subsidies.  The coalition, which also includes environmental organizations, government watchdog groups and hunger advocates, will also share the results of a recent Ipsos Omnibus Survey that "point to overwhelming concern across the U.S. about rising food prices and shifting attitudes toward corn ethanol," according to a news release about the event.  In the news release, the coalition noted that since Congress created the first subsidy for ethanol 30 years ago, those subsidies have increased to cost taxpayers nearly $5 billion annually. 
Legislative NEWS
Oil Drilling:  A legislative study committee will take a look at oil drilling off the North Carolina coast, even if legislators have no power to stop drilling in federal waters. Senate leader Marc Basnight announced Thursday that he and House Speaker Joe Hackney had agreed to appoint a study committee in response to growing public calls for oil drilling and a softening of opposition by state and national Democratic political candidates during recent campaigning. 
Commodity NEWS

U.S. Soybean Exports Set Another Record:  2008 exports of U.S. soy have set another all-time record. This year over 1.5 billion bushels of soy were exported from the United States, and these exports are valued at more than $12 billion.  Also, increasing 11 percent from last year were exports of soybean meal totaling 346 million bushels. Soybean oil weighed in at nearly 1.1 million metric tons with a whopping increase of 68 percent from last year’s numbers.  
Russia Cuts 2009 Pork, Poultry Import Quotas:  Russia plans to cut 2009 import quotas on pork by 200,000 metric tons and cut its poultry quota by 300,000 metric tons.  "We can replace these quantities with our own production," said Agriculture Minister Alexei Gordeyev. This year, Russia permitted 1.21 million metric tons of tariff-free poultry imports, of which the United States was allowed to supply 901,400 metric tons. Pork imports are set at 493,500 metric tons this year and were due to rise to 502,200 metric tons in 2009. 

Beef And Pork Exports Strong, but Trending Down:  U.S. Department of Commerce beef and pork export numbers show continued robust volumes shipped in September, but also show clear declines from peaks earlier this year, according to the CME Group's Daily Livestock Report.  Pork exports were up from year-ago levels, but declined from recent months to China, Hong Kong, Russia and Mexico.  September pork exports totaled 116,480 metric tons, 43.8 percent higher than a year ago, but 26.7 percent less than the all-time record monthly volume in May.  U.S. beef exports in September totaled 67,305 metric tons, 63.9 percent higher than a year ago.
Business NEWS

Smithfield, Union Announce December Union Vote:  Smithfield Packing Co. and the United Food and Commercial Workers say employees at the company's massive North Carolina hog slaughterhouse will decide next month whether to unionize.  Company and union officials said Monday the vote is scheduled for Dec. 10-11 and results will be made public.  

Pilgrim’s Pride to Cut 355 Jobs: Texas-based Pilgrim's Pride announced that it will eliminate some 355 salaried and salaried non-exempt positions across the company's organization. The eliminations are the result of the company's plan to reduce costs and operate more efficiently. The positions being cut will be divided among most of Pilgrim's three dozen locations.

Rate Hike: The state Utilities Commission has approved Progress Energy's request to increase rates by 10.2 percent. The company agreed in September to spread the increase over three years after negotiating with the commission's Public Staff, which represents consumers and industrial customers. The increase, which starts in December, is aimed at allowing the company to recover some of its costs related to higher fuel prices.

NC Tractor Maker's Factory Sold for $14 Million:  A tractor assembly plant in North Carolina and other assets of Farmtrac North America have been sold to help repay creditors more than $55 million.  Its assets were sold for more than $14 million by a court-ordered receiver. The Daily Southerner of Tarboro reported Tuesday that Montana Tractors of Springfield, Ark., made the winning bid in a courthouse auction Monday. 

NC Textile Firm Laying Off White-Collar Workers:  Hanesbrands Inc. announced Tuesday cuts of 210 corporate and management jobs across the company, including 155 positions in Winston-Salem. The company said it also will close a yarn plant in China Grove in Rowan County by the end of the year and eliminate 185 jobs. 
Environmental NEWS

EPA Raises Ethanol Blend Rate for 2009:  The EPA said it has raised the amount of ethanol that refiners, importers and blenders must blend into gasoline to meet their renewable volume obligations in 2009 to 10.21 percent from 7.76 percent in 2008.

Campaign NEWS 

Meek to Step Down as NC Democratic Party Chairman:  North Carolina Democratic Party chairman Jerry Meek said Tuesday he won't seek another two-year term.   Meek, 38, is leaving the post he won in 2005. The party's executive committee will meet Jan. 31 in Raleigh to choose his replacement.   "I've enjoyed my four years. But four years is a long time in a full-time unpaid job," Meek said.

GOP Leadership:  Marcus Kindley, the former chair of the Guilford County Republican Party, is running for state GOP chairman. A Guilford County stockbroker, Kindley unsuccessfully ran against chairwoman Linda Daves in 2007 on a platform of social conservatism, support for the war in Iraq and reduced spending. Daves, who has served since December of 2006, has not said whether she will seek another term as chairwoman. Former gubernatorial candidate Fred Smith is also weighing a run. 
USDA NEWS  
USDA to Purchase Broilers for Food Assistance Programs:  USDA announced it plans to purchase broilers and broiler products for the organization's federal food assistance programs.   The Agricultural Marketing Service will publicly invite bids to seek the lowest overall cost and award contracts. Interested suppliers should visit www.ams.usda.gov/cp.

USDA Offers On-Line Risk Management Tool:  USDA’s Risk Management Agency has launched an online resource to aid farmers and ranchers in focusing on how to protect against downside risks, as well as how best to take advantage of upside opportunities in the market.  The new resource can be found at http://farm-risk-plans.usda.gov/.

Year-End Crop Survey Coming in December:  USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is preparing to contact producers nationwide to gather final year-end production numbers. Having experienced volatile growing conditions this season it’s more important that ever for producers to respond to the December Agricultural Survey. The information will be compiled and analyzed and then published in a series of USDA reports, including the annual Crop Production summary and quarterly Grain Stocks report, both to be released on Jan. 12, 2009. 

Applications for Advanced Biorefinery Guaranteed Loans:  Ag Secretary Ed Schafer said that applications are being accepted for loan guarantees under the Biorefinery Assistance Program, which provides loan guarantees for the development, construction and retrofitting of viable commercial-scale biorefineries producing advanced biofuels. The program provides $75 million in Fiscal Year 2009 and $245 million in Fiscal Year 2010 to provide loan guarantees not to exceed $250 million per project. To be considered for funding in the first half of Fiscal Year 2009, applications must be completed and submitted no later than December 31, 2008.  To be considered for funding in the second half of Fiscal Year 2009, complete applications must be submitted to the USDA Rural Development National Office between March 1, 2009, and April 30, 2009.  For more info go to www.rurdev.usda.gov.
NCDA NEWS

The N.C. Board of Agriculture met Thursday, Nov. 20, in the Hall of Fame Room at the Agriculture Building, 2 W. Edenton St. The board considered and approved a request from the N.C. Cotton Growers Association to hold a referendum next year – which seeks the approval of cotton growers to continue assessing themselves up to $1 per bale of cotton produced. The board also approved the addition of bushkiller and beach vitex to the state’s list of noxious weeds.
Former NC Ag Commissioner Honored:  North Carolina's longest-serving commissioner of agriculture was inducted into the state's Agricultural Hall of Fame on the fifth anniversary of his death.  The late Jim Graham, who died in 2003 at age 82, served as agriculture commissioner from 1964 to 2001. Commissioner of Agriculture Steve Troxler presided over the ceremony.
Mark Your Calendar

The Environmental Review Commission will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 25 at 9:30 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 

The NC Pork Council is offering several continuing education courses: Nov 25th: Continuing Education Credits (Type A): Clinton-Sampson Agri-Expo Center, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Come for one or more of 6 classes. No pre-registration necessary.  Nov 25th: Wilson Regional Pork Conference, Wilson County Agricultural Center, 5:30pm- 9pm.  Three hours credit and dinner provided. Dec 1st: NCPC District 1 Meeting, Mt. Airy @ 6pm. Dec 3rd: NCPC District 3 Meeting, Person County Extension Office, Roxboro, 10 a.m.-1:15 p.m.  Two hours credit and lunch provided. For more info call Angie Whitener, 919/781-0361.

Agricultural Research Station Meetings are to be held on Dec. 10, at 6 p.m. at the Tidewater Research Station, 207 Research Station Road, Plymouth; Dec. 16 at 6 p.m., Wake County Office Park, Commons Building, 4001 Carya Drive, Raleigh; Jan. 14 at 1 p.m., Mountain Research Station, 264 Test Farm Road, Waynesville. The meetings are open to the public to discuss the management of the stations.  For more info contact, Dr. Sylvia Blankenship, North Carolina Agricultural Research Service, 919.515.6213 or sylvia_blankenship@ncsu.edu.

NC Division of Water Quality to hold public hearings on draft permits, which are set to expire September 30, 2009.  Four Public Hearings are scheduled to present the draft permits to the general public and to allow for verbal comments.  The hearings will begin at 7:00 p.m. (registration will begin at 6:30 p.m.).  Dec. 8, Iredell County Center, 444 Bristol Drive, Statesville; Dec. 9, Martin Community College, 1161 Kehukee Park Road  Williamston; Dec. 11, James Sprunt Community College, Monk Auditorium, 133 James Sprunt Drive, Kenansville; Dec. 16, Western Piedmont Community College , Leviton Auditorium - Moore Hall, 1001 Burkemont Avenue, Morganton.  The comment period for these draft General Permits will last until December 23, 2008. Please contact Christine Blanton (919-715-6627) or Keith Larick (919-715-6697) for more information on any of these public processes. 
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