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Perdue Incorporated is a leading international food and agriculture business, providing quality products and services to retail, foodservice and agricultural customers around the globe. Perdue is privately held and family-owned and operated. The PERDUE® brand is the number-one-selling brand of fresh chicken in the Eastern U.S. With sales in excess of $3.4 billion, Perdue ranks as the third largest poultry company in the U.S. 
Washington NEWS
EPA Finalizes SPCC Amendments:  Last week, the EPA finalized amendments to the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) rule, which it believes will provide increased clarity and streamline certain requirements for those facility owners or operators subject to the rule.  Specifically, EPA summarizes changes to the rule that concern the agriculture sector by stating:   The rule exempts pesticide application equipment and related mix containers that may currently be subject to the SPCC rule when crop oil or adjuvant oil are added to formulations. The rule exempts farms from loading rack requirements. EPA also clarifies that a (fuel) nurse tank is considered a mobile refueler, and, like other types of mobile refuelers, is exempt from the sized secondary containment requirements. Additionally, farms are likely to benefit from several of the other amendments finalized in this rule.  There is a 30 day period for the public to comment on the proposed compliance dates. For more info go to www.epa.gov/OEM/docs/oil/spcc/SPCCFactsheet_FinalAmendments_Nov08.pdf.   Please respond with your comments prior to December 12, 2008 to Bob Tadsen at rtadsen@tfi.org. 
Environmental NEWS
Renewable Energy:  The state's 26 rural electric cooperatives plan to subsidize wind power generated in Iowa to help meet North Carolina renewable energy requirements. The N.C. Electric Membership Corp., which provides electricity to 900,000 customer accounts in this state, is subsidizing electricity generated from wind in Iowa by a subsidiary of Florida Power & Light. 
Commodity NEWS

NC Choose-and-Cut Christmas Tree Farms: “North Carolina has more than 400 farms where you can choose and cut your own Christmas tree,” said Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. To find a choose-and-cut tree farm, log on to www.ncfarmfresh.com. Gov. Mike Easley has proclaimed the period Nov. 28 through Dec. 24 as “Choose and Cut Christmas Tree Month” in NC.  NC’s 2008 Christmas tree harvest should top 5 million trees from more than 1,500 growers.  The state leads the nation in cash receipts from Christmas trees and greenery, with sales of $125 million in 2007.

Animal Feed Ban Draft Guidance:  The FDA has issued for rendering facilities a draft compliance guide for on the agency's regulations banning the use of certain cattle materials in animal feed. The final rule is scheduled to go into effect April 27, 2009.   To view this draft guidance, go to www.fda.gov/.
Organic Grains and Field Crops:  Market growth for organic crops is predicted to continue the 23% annual growth rate of the past 10 years. Organic grain is playing a large and growing part in this industry, and North Carolina is poised to be a player in the organic grain market. NCSU has created a website to provide information on organic grain crop production, certification and marketing for farmers, Extension agents and others interested in organic grain crops.  Go to www.organicgrains.ncsu.edu.

NC Pecan Trees Yielding a Hefty Crop:  Farmer Billy Bunn, the president of the North Carolina Pecan Growers Association, says production this year is up about 200 percent.  While pecans are considered a minor crop when it comes to North Carolina's multimillion dollar agriculture industry – this year pecans are holding their own.  “So 1.3 million pounds a year is a good crop. At $2 a pound, it's a $5-6 million economic impact,” Bunn said.
International Markets Applications:  The U.S. Meat Export Federation is accepting applications for fiscal 2009 from U.S. companies interested in receiving matching funds to promote their branded U.S. meat products in international markets through USDA's Branded Products Promotion Program. For more information go to www.usmef.org/TradeLibrary/BrandedPrograms.asp.
Business NEWS

Farm Damage Could Be More Than $200,000:  Damage estimates to the agriculture community caused by a tornado that hit the Elm City and Kenly areas on 11/15 are now expected to exceed $200,000.  Walter Earle, Wilson County agriculture extension director, said the cost estimates are only for farm structures and agriculture equipment. It is uncertain how much loss there was to crops still in the fields, Earle said. 

Pilgrim’s Pride Receives Another Reprieve From Lenders:  Chicken processor Pilgrim's Pride on Wednesday announced it reached an agreement with its lenders to extend its credit lines until Monday. The Pittsburg, Texas-based company has extended its temporary credit line twice since September. The reprieve allows Pilgrim's Pride to avoid filing for bankruptcy or selling assets to cover its debts, at least temporarily. 

Sanderson Farms to Host Online Conference Call:  Sanderson Farms, Inc., which has committed to starting an operation in Kinston, will host an online Web simulcast conference call on Dec. 4 to discuss its fiscal fourth-quarter 2008 earnings.  The company committed to bringing approximately 1,600 jobs to Lenoir County this past spring but delayed its construction efforts this past summer after grain prices skyrocketed and floods devastated Midwest farmland. Lenoir County Economic Development Director Mark Pope said he expects the company to make an announcement after Thanksgiving regarding its timetable for ramping up its Kinston production facilities. The live broadcast will begin at 11 a.m. on the company's Web site -Sandersonfarms.com.
U.S. Hog Producers Turn to UK, Brazil for Wheat:  Burdened by the high cost of U.S. corn and other feed grains, U.S. hog producers are turning to Britain and Brazil for their wheat supplies, reported Don Butler, spokesman for Murphy-Brown.  Rarely does the U.S., the world's largest wheat exporter, import feed grains. However, ocean freight costs have plunged to the point of making foreign wheat more economical than domestic supplies, Butler said.  Shipments from the UK and Brazil are due in Wilmington in the first week of September and more are to arrive in January and February. 
Voluntary Agriculture Districts Become Law:  A local law establishing voluntary agriculture districts in Columbus County was approved by the commissioners last week. 

National Gypsum Closing Wilmington plant:  National Gypsum Co.  will close its Wilmington wallboard plant in January due to the depressed housing market.  The plant is scheduled to close on Jan. 19. It's the third major layoff announced in the Wilmington area this year. Engineered lumber plant Louisiana-Pacific Corp. cut 28 workers in early October. Georgia-Pacific Corp. announced soon after that its Whiteville manufacturing plant would close by Dec. 15. 
USDA NEWS  
USDA Commodity Purchases Excluded From E-Verify:  Produce shippers and distributors selling commodities to USDA are exempt from a final rule issued in mid-November requiring contractors and subcontractors to begin using the E-Verify system by early next year.  Industry leaders were alarmed that a June 12 proposed rule relating to E-Verify and federal contractors might apply to fresh produce distributors providing commodities to federal feeding programs. However, Jimmie Turner, spokesman for the USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service, said Nov. 18 federal feeding programs were exempt.  He explained the Federal Acquisition Regulation provided an exemption to AMS for "off the shelf" items, including all USDA purchases of commodity products.

Schafer Comments on Farm Financial Forecast:  U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ed Schafer made the following statement regarding last week’s fourth quarter farm financial forecast.  "America's agriculture continues a positive growth - a fifth straight year of record crop receipts, historically sound farm asset balance, and the third-highest net cash income over the last 33 years. Farmers remain prudent in their borrowing amid increased costs for seed, fuel and fertilizer. Livestock receipts of the past two years are up although producers are managing the increased costs to their operations. Producers' total expenses are expected to increase nearly 16 percent this year. The marketplace, not the government, has provided the source of income, with crop supports falling from $11 billion to $810 million in three years." 
NCDA NEWS

Organic Certification Cost-Share Assistance:  Organic growers in NC can apply for partial reimbursement of the cost of becoming certified or recertified producers through a program offered by the NCDA&CS.  Growers who are certified or recertified after Sept. 30, 2008, can apply for assistance through the program. The program will pay 75 percent of the cost of certification up to a total of $750.  To apply, growers must fill out an authorization form with the certifying agency and have that agency mail the form, a copy of the farm’s certification, and an invoice to the NCDA&CS Organic Certification Cost Share Program at 1020 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1020.  The invoice must show the total cost of certification and the 75 percent portion that is eligible for reimbursement.  Call Kevin Hardison, NCDA&CS Marketing Division, at (919) 733-7887 with questions.
People NEWS
Deaths:  Former Rep. John Brown of Wilkes County has died at the age of 90. The Republican served in the Legislature from 1971 to 1974, and from 1979 through 2000. Brown's House district covered Wilkes, Yadkin and part of Alexander counties late in his political career. 
Mark Your Calendar

The Johnston County Landowner Forum will be held at the Johnston County Agricultural Center on Dec. 2 at 6:30 p.m.  [image: image2.png]
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Steve Troxler, NC’s Commissioner of Agriculture, will be the keynote speaker. The event will include useful information for landowners who are concerned with the future of their farm or forestry.  To register, please contact the Johnston County Cooperative Extension at (919) 989-5380.

The NC Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund deadline for grant applications is Dec. 5.  Go to www.ncadfp.org for more info.

The Center for Environmental Farming Systems will host sessions on building a sustainable local food economy in NC:  Dec. 8, 1:30-4:30 p.m., Cabarrus Arena and Event Center,4751 Highway 49 North, Concord; Dec. 10, 5:30-8:30 p.m.,SciWorks, 400 W Hanes Mill Rd, Winston Salem, (336) 767-6734; Dec.15, 1:30-4:30 p.m., St. Timothy’s, 107 Louis St., Greenville. RSVP to Amber Polk at amber_polk@ncsu.edu and go to www.cefsfarmtofork.com for more info. 
Agricultural Research Station meetings scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 10, 6 p.m., Tidewater Research Station, 207 Research Station Road, Plymouth; Tuesday, Dec. 16, 6 p.m., Wake County Office Park, Commons Building, 4001 Carya Drive, Raleigh; Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1 p.m., Mountain Research Station, 264 Test Farm Road, Waynesville. At the three meetings, the public is invited to offer suggestions on how NC’s agricultural research stations might be modernized and managed more efficiently and effectively.

The NC Pork Council is offering several continuing education courses: Dec 8th: "Last Chance Training", Onslow County Extension Office in Jacksonville.  Six hours of credit and lunch. Cost: $10. Contact: Nita Walton at 910-455-5873.  Dec 9th: Lake Wheeler Land Application Center, Raleigh, 9am-4pm. Six hours of credit.  Contact: Kathryn Luxford at 919-515-7154. Dec 22nd: Duplin County Center, 9am - 4pm. Six hours credit and lunch. Will repeat the topics from the pork conference. Cost: $10. January 21 and 22:  Certification Training for Operators of Animal Waste Management Systems Type A and B, Robeson County Extension Office. January 21st from 9:30am-4:15pm and January 22nd from 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Register at (910)671-3276 or michelle_shooter@ncsu.edu.
The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 10 a.m., 643 Legislative Office Building. 
The Environmental Review Commission will meet on Thursday 18 December 2008 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 1228 of the Legislative Building in Raleigh.  A planning meeting is scheduled on Tuesday 2 December 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 605 of the Legislative Office Building
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