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NC Legislative NEWS

Speaker Black Update: NC House Speaker Jim Black announced yesterday that he would not be seeking re-election as Speaker of the House, which opened the doors for much speculation as to who will be his replacement.
The head of the state NAACP has sent a letter to legislators urging House members to choose a black speaker, saying that doing so would ensure diversity that is now lacking in the state's top political leadership. The letter from the Rev. William Barber points out that no blacks are included on the 10-member Council of State or are among the very top leaders of the legislature. Two black Democrats -- Dan Blue of Raleigh and Mickey Michaux of Durham -- have been mentioned as potential speaker candidates.  Other potential Speaker candidates from the Democratic party  include Dan Crawford, Joe Hackney, Hugh Holliman, Becky Carney, and Drew Saunders.  At this time, it isn’t clear that any one candidate has a clear majority, although rumors, speculation and conjecture are high. 
State GOP Leadership: Interim state Republican Party chairwoman Linda Daves has been elected by GOP leaders to finish out former Chairman Ferrell Blount's term. Daves, a former state vice-chairwoman and Mecklenburg County chairwoman for the party, defeated two challengers Saturday by enough of a margin to avoid a runoff. 

GOP Senate Leaders: The Republican Senate Caucus met Sunday at the Koury Convention Center in Greensboro to elect new officers. Sen. Phil Berger, R-Rockingham, was again chosen as the chamber's Republican leader. Sen. Tom Apodaca, R-Henderson, was re-elected deputy Republican leader. The caucus selected Sen. Jerry Tillman, R-Montgomery, as party whip and Jean Preston as GOP policy committee chair. 

Campaign NEWS
Elections Results Finalized…Almost: The State Board of Elections has certified GOP U.S. Rep. Robin Hayes as the winner of the 8th Congressional District race. Democratic challenger Larry Kissell conceded Wednesday halfway through the first phase of a hand recount that he had requested in the 10 south-central counties that comprise the district. The remainder of the recount was canceled. The final vote had Hayes with 60,926 votes and Kissell with 60,597 for a 329-vote lead. The certification means the election board has declared victors in all the congressional, legislative and judicial races held Nov. 7. The outcome of one state Supreme Court seat is still being contested in court. Ann Marie Calabria, who lost to Robin Hudson by about 20,000 votes according to official totals, is seeking a new election. That request is based on a dispute over television ads run by a political group that highlighted Hudson and other appellate court candidates. 

Wright Complaint: Former Democratic campaign consultant Joe Sinsheimer has filed an elections complaint that alleges Rep. Thomas Wright, D-New Hanover, purposely delayed listing donors connected to the payday loan industry and a proposed Brunswick County landfill until after a competitive May primary. Sinsheimer, in a Tuesday news conference, showed campaign finance documents revealing that Wright listed contributions from those connected to the industries in his second quarter report, after the primary, even though he received them in the first quarter. He added that second quarter donations were also reported late. Wright disputed that he had deliberately attempted to delay or hide any donations or information about donors. Wright, who serves as his own campaign treasurer, said he doesn't always receive donations when the checks are dated and that he sometimes holds campaign checks for a time before depositing and recording them. In 2002, the state Board of Elections briefly withheld Wright's election certification because of failure to file a campaign finance report. 

Washington NEWS

Whipped: U.S. Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., has been named one of seven deputy whips for the GOP in the next Congress. Burr will assist U.S. Senate Republican Whip Trent Lott of Mississippi in tallying and rounding up GOP votes beginning in January. Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield of Wilson will become a chief deputy whip for U.S. House Democrats. 

Senate Finally Backs Burr's Bioterrorism Bill:  In a brief, 30-second motion on the U.S. Senate floor this week, Sen.  Richard Burr ended a two-year odyssey to pass a new reauthorization of a bill to protect the country against avian flu and other biological hazards. Burr's Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act creates a new agency in the federal government to oversee vaccine and drug development and national preparedness for biological hazards. The agency would cover threats ranging from terrorist attacks to a pandemic flu outbreak. 

Edwards Fundraising: Despite good positioning in early polling and organization, John Edwards will likely have to do some quick fundraising to remain among the top contenders for the 2008 Democratic presidential nomination. The former North Carolina senator has collected no donations for a presidential campaign, while three Democratic rivals have more than $10 million in their political accounts. Edwards' ability to raise millions of dollars quickly helped separate him during the 2004 presidential campaign, he and his team are hoping to surprise skeptics again after announcing in early in 2007 a new run for the presidency. 
Environmental NEWS

Clean Water: The North Carolina Clean Water Management Trust Fund has handed out $711 million in grants since it was created, but the gap between the most-funded and least-funded counties has some observers asking how much of a role politics has played in the process. Sen. Tony Rand, D-Cumberland, said that he was surprised when he learned a large percentage of trust money has gone to a few counties. Since the fund started in 1996, four counties have each received more than $20 million for projects. But Harnett County projects, for example, have received just $2.8 million during the same period. Overall, the top five counties have received about 16 percent of all grant money. Robert Dare Howard recently resigned from the trust fund, telling board members Friday that he was leaving his position as chairman but would remain a member of the board. He had held the post since 2001, when Gov. Mike Easley appointed him. Howard and Easley both live in Southport, a Brunswick County city. Brunswick County is the biggest winner of trust fund money, receiving a $27.9 million in the last 10 years.
Business NEWS        
Smithfield Protestors Target Retailer:  Protestors demonstrated at Harris Teeter grocery stores in 11 North Carolina cities over the weekend, asking that the chain drop all Smithfield Foods products until working conditions are improved at Smithfield's Tar Heel, N.C., plant.  The protests, organized by the Southern Faith, Labor and Community Alliance along with the United Food and Commercial Workers Union, which has been attempting for years to organize the plant's workers, targeted Harris Teeter because it is based in NC
Progress Plant: Progress Energy has announced plans to build a second power plant in Buncombe County. Progress Energy Carolinas said in a written statement Friday that it will build a 130-megawatt combustion turbine power plant near Woodfin. The new plant is expected to cost the Raleigh utility about $72 million and should be operational by December 2009. The plant will enable Progress to meet the growing electrical needs of the region, company officials said in a written statement. 

NC Research Campus: The University of North Carolina System and developers of the North Carolina Research Campus in Kannapolis have signed an agreement outlining the system's relationship with the biotech hub. UNC Chapel Hill and N.C. State are among the major partners at the $1.4 billion campus being developed by billionaire David Murdock and developers Castle & Cooke. The universities each will have their own building at the 350-acre campus. N.C. State will also have a greenhouse. UNC is focusing on nutrition and N.C. State is studying fruits and vegetables at the campus. In the agreement, the universities will lease their buildings for 20 years and then the developer will donate them to the state or university system. 

Gold Kist Agrees to $1.1 Billion Buyout:  Months after Pittsburg, Texas-based Pilgrim's Pride Corp. launched a hostile takeover bid for rival chicken processor Gold Kist, the two companies have reached an agreement. Pilgrim's first publicly announced its bid for Atlanta-based Gold Kist in September at $20 per share. The new agreement stipulates a $21 per share cash buyout. Both parties' boards of directors unanimously approved the deal, which is valued at $1.1 billion in cash in addition to the assumption of $144 million Gold Kist debt.
People in the NEWS

Farr Nominated: President Bush has nominated Raleigh lawyer Thomas A. Farr to become a U.S. District judge in Eastern North Carolina. Farr, a litigator who specializes in employment law, works for Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart in Raleigh. He was nominated to fill the vacancy created when U.S. District Judge Malcolm Howard retired. Howard is on senior status and still hears cases. “I am extremely honored that the president would send my nomination down to the Senate,” Farr said Thursday. U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole said in a statement that, “Tom Farr would be an outstanding addition to the federal judiciary in North Carolina.” 

Baddour Appointed: Gov. Mike Easley has named Phil Baddour, a Goldsboro lawyer and former state legislator, as chairman of the Clean Water Management Trust Fund. The trust fund, a state agency, makes grants to local governments and conservation groups for projects that protect and improve water quality. Baddour, a former House majority leader who was appointed  to the board in 2003, succeeds chairman Robert Howard. Baddour faces the immediate task of leading the board in hiring a new directory. 

Long Leaf Pine: Retiring Marine Fisheries Director Preston Pate was presented with thestate's highest civilian honor last week at a meeting of the Joint Legislative Commission on Seafood and Aquaculture. Pate began his career with the state at the Division of Marine Fisheries in 1971. He moved over to the Division of Coastal Management in 1978, where he worked until he became fisheries director in August 1997. He plans to retire from his post on Feb. 1, 2007, after more than nine years heading the division. 

Appointments: Gov. Mike Easley announced a number of appointments last week: Ron Beane, Lenoir, to the North Carolina Clean Water Management Trust Fund Board of Trustees. Beane is a retired administrator from Caldwell County Schools and a former Caldwell County Commissioner. He has been reappointed.

D. Thompson Tew, Leland, to the North Carolina State Board of Registration for Foresters. Tew is land manager with Corbett Timber Company.

Deaths: Benjamin S. Ruffin, who served as an aide to former Gov. Jim Hunt and as the first black chairman of the University of North Carolina Board of Governors, has died at the age of 64.

Deaths:  Pat, the wife of former Gov. Jim Holshouser, died Wednesday night at her home in Southern Pine. 

Deaths: Former Rep. Jo Graham Foster, D-Mecklenburg, died Friday at the age of 91. Born Sophie Ellen Graham, Foster began calling herself "Jo" after her father, the Rev. Joseph Graham. The longtime teacher began her legislative career in 1972.

USDA News

Russian Export Requirements Released: A new Export Verification Program for beef destined for Russia has been released by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Marketing Service.  The revised EV Program is based on the Food Safety and Inspection Service export requirements for Russia. While beef continues to be ineligible for export, beef produced under the EV Program will be eligible from production establishments and cold storages that are approved after a joint U.S.-Russia on-site inspection. Under the new EV Program for Russia, beef and beef products must meet the following requirements: be derived from animals less than 30 months of age; be derived from animals raised and slaughtered in the U.S.; include the hygienic removal of the brain, spinal cord, eyes, skull and vertebral column (including the transverse process of the thoracic and lumbar vertebrae, the wings of the sacrum and the vertebrae of the tail)
Mark Your Calendar

The Bay Scallop FMP Advisory Committee will meet on Monday, Dec. 11 at 6 p.m., Room 306, C-MAST Building, Carteret Community College, 303 College Circle, Morehead City. Contact: Trish Murphey, 252- 726-7021.

USDA Invites Public to Define “Natural”:  A public meeting will be held Dec. 12 in Washington to establish a definition for the voluntary claim "natural," and to gather comments on conditions under which the claim should be allowed for meat and poultry.  The meeting will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. EST, in the south end of the USDA cafeteria, South Agriculture Building, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington.
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