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House-Autry Mills has been the choice of Southern cooks since 1812.  House-Autry is fast approaching 200 years in continuous operation; most of that time at the original location in Newton Grove and since 2001 at our new state-of-the-art facility in Four Oaks.  Our mission continues to be to deliver quality products consistently to our Retail consumers as well as our Foodservice customers.  Our products are sold in about 30 states and we recently added a production facility in Marshall, Texas.  We employ over 90 individuals, many of whom have been with us for many years.  House-Autry continues to grind corn into meal on eleven (11) large grinding stones, but our primary products are breaders and coatings for frying and baking fish and seafood, chicken, pork, and vegetables.  Our products contain all of the ingredients the consumer needs to make tasty dishes, just adding water, milk, or an egg-wash to moisten the product that will be breaded or coated.  We still make our signature hushpuppy mixes, for which we are also famous.  We are proud to be associated with the North Carolina Agribusiness Council and ………….The Choice of Southern Cooks since 1812.

Washington NEWS
Auto Bill Fails in Senate:  By a 52-35 margin, the Senate rejected the automaker bailout bill, following a day of high-stakes negotiations in which the two sides came close but never quite reached an accord.  Senate leaders said any bailout of the struggling automakers would now have to wait until a new Congress is sworn in early next year.  Elizabeth Dole (R-NC) voted in favor of the bill and Richard Burr (R-NC) voted against the bill. The House voted earlier 237-170-1 to pass the $15 billion package, despite many House Republicans’ opposition to providing federal loans for the companies. Voted in favor:  Etheridge (D-2), Miller (D-13), Price (D-4), Watt (D-12).  Voted against:  Butterfield (D-1), Coble, (R-6), Foxx (R-5), Hayes (R-8), Jones (R-3), McHenry (R-10), McIntyre (D-7), Myrick (R-9), Shuler (D-11).

Etheridge Appointment:  Democratic U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge says his appointment to the powerful U.S. House Ways and Means Committee marks the first time a North Carolina representative has been on the U.S. House's chief tax-writing committee in 25 years. Etheridge can’t serve on other committees now that he’ll be on Ways and Means. He most recently served on the budget, agriculture and homeland security committees. 

GOP Picks Lucas for Agriculture:  House Republicans chose Rep. Frank Lucas (Okla.) as ranking member of the Ag Committee. He succeeds Rep. Bob Goodlatte (Va.), who was required to step down by Republican Conference rules after serving three terms as the panel’s top Republican.
Legislative NEWS
Stam, Berger Remain NC Republican Leaders:  Senate Minority Leader Phil Berger fended off two challengers Sunday and won a third term to the Republican leadership post, while his House counterpart won without opposition.  The elections of Berger, a Rockingham County attorney, and Rep. Paul Stam of Wake County as House minority leader by their caucuses mean legislative Republicans will have the same top leaders for the next two years.  The House and Senate Democratic caucuses plan to meet Dec. 17 in Raleigh. It's expected that Senate leader Marc Basnight of Dare County and House Speaker Joe Hackney of Orange County will be nominated again to lead their chambers. 

Adams Re-Elected to Black Caucus:  Rep. Alma Adams, D-Guilford, has been re-elected as chair of the Legislative Black Caucus. Adams was recently re-elected to her eighth term in the House. Sen. Malcolm Graham, D-Mecklenburg, was elected as the first vice chair and Rep. Earline Parmon, D-Forsyth, was chosen as second vice chair. 
Commodity NEWS

Biofuels Grant:  The Biofuels Center of North Carolina announces its 2008-2009 Statewide Biofuels Development Grants program.  Go to www.biofuelscenter.org  for applications and info.  

EPA Report Doesn’t Mean Livestock Will Be Taxed:  The fact that a 570-page EPA rule-making report on ways to implement the Clean Air Act included a discussion of ways to curb livestock methane emissions does not mean the agency will actually tax farmers for their livestock, according to two EPA spokesmen.  The American Farm Bureau Federation estimated the report's exploration of farmers who own 25 dairy cows or 50 beef cattle being asked to buy permits for each ton of methane their animals released could cost farmers $175 per dairy cow and $87.50 per beef cow.  EPA spokesman Dale Kemery, however, denied that the agency is proposing a cow tax, calling the rules notice simply an "in-depth exploration of the opportunities and challenges that the application of the (Clean Air Act) authorities would present." Similarly, EPA spokeswoman Catherine Milbourn was quoted as saying the EPA has not proposed a tax and hasn't said it will target farmers as it decides how to enforce the Clean Air Act.

ASA Board Calls for Checkoff Program Investigation:  The Board of Directors of the American Soybean Association (ASA) last week voted unanimously to ask the Secretary of Agriculture to order an Office of Inspector General (OIG) investigation and financial audit of the National Soybean Checkoff Program. The ASA petition calls for an investigation of the United Soybean Board (USB) and the U.S. Soybean Export Council (USSEC) to ensure that soybean checkoff dollars are being managed and invested as prescribed by law. 

People NEWS

New Manager of Hunt Horse Complex:  Dale T. Barnett has been named manager of the Hunt Horse Complex at the N.C. State Fairgrounds, effective Dec. 10. Barnett was equine program coordinator at Murray State University in Kentucky since 2004. He was also the manager of the Equine Educational Unit at NCSU’s Department of Animal Science.
Business NEWS

Workers at Smithfield Vote for Union:  Workers at the world's largest hog processing plant in rural North Carolina voted Thursday to bring in a union to represent them at one of the state's largest industrial sites.  About 4,600 of Smithfield Packing Co.'s 5,000 employees in the tiny town of Tar Heel were eligible to vote over two days of balloting overseen by the National Labor Relations Board.  The tally was 2,041-1,879 in favor of the United Food and Commercial Workers. The election comes as part of a settlement in a racketeering lawsuit the company filed against the union last year. 

N.C. to Lose Nearly 96,000 Jobs:  For the first time in five years, North Carolina will see a loss in total jobs this year – more than 58,000, according to an economic forecast released last week. The state will lose almost 38,000 more jobs in 2009, the forecast said, with the biggest employment declines coming in construction, manufacturing and the finance, insurance and real estate industries.  John Connaughton, a UNC Charlotte economist, said after several years of growth, the N.C. economy will decline by 0.2 percent this year. The economy should start to recover in the late spring, he said.
Immigration NEWS

Streamlined Procedures for H-2A Program:  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced changes to the H-2A regulations that will streamline the hiring process of temporary and seasonal agricultural workers. U.S. employers may file an H-2A petition with USCIS if they have a shortage of available U.S. workers to fill temporary or seasonal agricultural jobs.  Once the petition is approved, the employers can hire foreign workers to fill those jobs for a limited period of time. Go to  www.uscis.gov/pressroom for more info.
Judge Says No on ‘No Match’ Decision:  A federal judge in San Francisco has denied the Bush Administration's request to expedite a final decision on whether the government can implement new Social Security Administration "no match" rules. The judge will hear a lawsuit by labor unions and employers seeking to block the new rules under a standard schedule, and a decision won't come until late February or March of 2009, the Immigration Policy Center said in a press release. 
USDA NEWS 
USDA Lowers Meat Production, Export, Price Forecasts:  USDA reduced its total U.S. meat production forecasts for 2008 and 2009 from last month, reflecting lower forecasts for all meats in 2008 and lower forecasts for beef and poultry more than offsetting predicted production gains in pork in 2009, according to the agency's monthly World Agriculture Supply and Demand report.  U.S. beef production for 2008 was reduced to 26.589 billion pounds from 26.699 a month ago. U.S. pork production for 2008 was reduced somewhat to 23.419 billion pounds from 23.452 billion pounds projected last month. USDA raised its pork production forecast for 2009, saying lower feed costs result in slightly heavier weights. 

Ethanol Use and Prices for Corn, Soybeans and Meal Cut:  In its monthly World Agriculture Supply and Demand Estimates report, USDA cut projected corn use for ethanol by 300 million bushels to 3.7 billion bushels. The agency said financial problems for ethanol producers are reducing plant capacity utilization for existing plants and delaying new plant openings. Falling gasoline prices have also resulted in high relative prices for ethanol, reducing blender incentives. USDA also lowered its corn exports projection by 100 million bushels, but raised its corn feed and residual use forecast by 50 million bushels, as lower ethanol production reduces available distiller grains.  The season-average farm price for corn is now projected at $3.65 to $4.35 per bushel, down on both ends of the range from last month's $4.00 to $4.80 per bushel.  USDA raised its soybean export forecast by 30 million bushels to 1.05 billion bushels reflecting strong early season shipments and sales, especially to China.  Soybean crush is reduced 30 million bushels to 1.715 billion, reflecting weak domestic soybean meal consumption and lower soybean meal export prospects, especially to Canada.     
NCDA NEWS

N.C. Seed Laboratory Offers Testing Services:  Anyone interested in knowing more about the quality of seed they are preparing to plant or sell in 2009 can submit a sample to the N.C. Seed Laboratory for testing.  The lab routinely conducts multiple specialized tests, including purity and germination percentage, and checks for the presence of noxious weed seed. All tests are free except for a test that uses tetrazolium to quickly determine seed viability; it costs $5. Individuals interested in submitting samples for testing should call the lab at (919) 733-3931, ext. 212, or go to www.ncagr.gov/plantindustry/seed/submitsample.htm  for instructions.  The seed lab also conducts testing for the department’s seed regulatory program, which works to ensure that seed offered for sale in North Carolina meets label requirements as outlined in the N.C. Seed Law and accompanying regulations.

NCDA&CS Seeks Agritourism Farms, Vineyards for Map: Owners of agritourism farms and vineyards in NC are encouraged to apply to be on a map being developed by the NCDA&CS. The full-color map will be titled “Discover North Carolina Farms.” Applications must be postmarked by Jan. 9, and space on the map is limited. For information and an application, log on to www.ncagr.gov/agritourism or call Martha Glass at (919) 733-7887, ext. 276.  The map is funded by a grant from the Tobacco Trust Fund Commission.

Mark Your Calendar

The second of three meetings scheduled for public comment on the management of NC's agricultural research stations will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 6 p.m., Wake County Office Park, Commons Building, 4001 Carya Dr.,Raleigh. Contact: Slyvia Blankenship, 515-6213. 

The Division of Water Quality has scheduled the last of four hearings to gather comments about the renewal of the state general permits for animal waste treatment systems on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 6:30 p.m., Western Piedmont Community College, Moore Hall - Leviton Auditorium, 1001 Burkemont Ave., Morganton. Contact: Susan Massengale, 807-6359.

The Commission Counsel of the Environmental Review Commission (ERC) will hold public meetings from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Thursday 18 December in Room 1228 of the Legislative Building in Raleigh, North Carolina.  The purpose of the meetings is to receive comment on the study of the allocation of water resources in the State, including the draft report received by the ERC on 25 November 2008. At the 2:00 p.m. meeting, the Commission Counsel will receive comment from invited representatives of various interested parties.  At the 5:00 p.m. meeting, the Commission Counsel will receive comment from members of the pubic at large. In addition to comment received at the public meetings, written comment submitted to the Principal Investigators by 5:00 p.m., Friday, 9 January 2009, will be considered for the purposes set out above.  Written comment should be sent to both Richard B. Whisnant, Principal Investigator, at richard_whisnant@unc.edu and Jessica K. Bennett, Commission Clerk, at erc@ncleg.net.
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