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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
Obama Chooses Former Iowa Governor for Ag Post:  President-elect Barack Obama will nominate former Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack as agriculture secretary, a Democratic official familiar with the transition confirmed Tuesday.  Vilsack, a Democrat, is a strong advocate of ethanol as an energy source and of legislation to combat global warming and he generally gets good grades from environmentalists. Vilsack may be challenged to begin the process of overhauling the agriculture subsidy programs, which were just reauthorized earlier this year (PL 110-246). Obama has singled out wasteful crop subsidy payments as a place to save taxpayer dollars. 
Legislative NEWS
Legislative Leaders:  Senate Democrats on Wednesday nominated Senate president pro tem Marc Basnight, D-Dare, for a ninth term in the post and chose Tony Rand, D-Cumberland, for another term as majority leader.  House Democrats also nominated Joe Hackney, D-Orange, for his second term as House speaker. They again chose Hugh Holliman, D-Davidson, as majority leader. 
Easley Declares 3 Cabarrus Towns Disaster Areas:  Gov. Mike Easley has declared three Cabarrus County towns as state disaster areas for flood damage caused by Tropical Storm Fay.  Concord and Kannapolis both suffered more than $1 million in damages to roads and bridges, and spent more than $200,000 each on emergency response. Mount Pleasant had reported about $70,000 in damages and about $2,500 in emergency response costs. 
Drought NEWS

Rains Help Ease Drought Across Most of South: Much of the South is recovering from a drought that has plagued the region for the last two years. A year ago, thousands of square miles across the region were considered in "extreme" or "exceptional" drought, the government's two worst categories. But the latest U.S. Drought Monitor shows a wet December has helped dramatically, with none of the region currently in the worst category of drought.  Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana and Arkansas are completely drought-free, although a pocket of severe to extreme drought persists in the western tip of the Carolinas and northeast Georgia. Eastern Tennessee, most of Kentucky and parts of Virginia and West Virginia remain in at least a moderate drought. Southern Texas is the only area in the nation still plagued by exceptional drought. 

Environmental NEWS

EPA Exempts Animal Waste Air Emissions:  The U.S. EPA has issued a final rule providing an administrative reporting exemption for releases to the air from animal waste at farms of any hazardous substance at or above the reportable quantity for those hazardous substances.  EPA said these reports are unnecessary because there is no reasonable expectation that a Federal response would be made as a result of such reports.  Notifications must still be made if hazardous substances are released to the air from any source other than animal waste (e.g., ammonia tanks) at farms, as well as releases of any hazardous substances at farms to any other environmental media (i.e., soil, ground water, surface water) when the release of those hazardous substances is at or above its reportable quantity for 24 hours. 
Immigration NEWS
USCIS Revises I-9 Form:  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced today that it has submitted to the Federal Register an interim final rule that will streamline the Employment Eligibility Verification (Form I-9) process.  The interim final rule narrows the list of acceptable identity documents and further specifies that expired documents are not considered acceptable forms of identification. The current version of the Form I-9 (dated 06/05/2007) will no longer be valid as of 45 days after publication in the Federal Register.  The interim final rule and an informational copy of the revised Form I-9 will be available for public comment at www.regulations.gov for 45 days after publication in the Federal Register.
People NEWS 

McIntyre Receives Farm Award:  U.S. Representative Mike McIntyre has received "Friend of the Farm Bureau Award" for his legislative record on agriculture issues and strong support of NC farmers. McIntyre, who is Chairman of the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Specialty Crops, Rural Development, and Biotechnology, was instrumental in helping pass several key components of the recently-enacted Farm Bill.

Former State Rep. Etheridge Dies:  Former state Rep. Larry Etheridge has died suddenly on Wednesday at the age of 49.  The Republican, who served Wilson and Nash counties, served for six years before deciding not to seek a fourth term. 
ASA Announces New Officers, Committee Assignments:  The Board of Directors of the American Soybean Association (ASA) has confirmed Johnny Dodson from Halls, Tenn., as president, and John Hoffman from Waterloo, Iowa, as chairman.  Wyatt Whitford (N.C.) will serve on the Membership Services & Corporate Relations committee. 

Business NEWS

Fast Food Packaging Incentives:  State officials announced Monday that a company that produces packaging for the fast food industry will expand its eastern North Carolina facility and add 123 jobs over the next three years. Gov. Mike Easley said that Dopaco Inc. plans to invest more than $25 million in its Kinston plant, where the company currently employs 204 people. Dopaco, which is headquartered in Exton, Pa., makes cups and packaging for companies including McDonald's, Burger King and Wendy's. 

Tyson to Convert NC Plant, Temporarily Cut Jobs:  Tyson Foods Inc. will temporarily lay off 75 workers at its Wilkesboro, N.C. plant as it prepares the facility to process only larger birds.  The plant currently produces smaller chickens for fast-food restaurants as well as larger birds for retail. Tyson plans to shift the production of the smaller chickens to another plant to improve the efficiency of operations at the facility.  Temporary layoffs will begin in January and should end in the first week of May, when Tyson expects that all of the equipment changes necessary to process only larger birds at the facility will be completed.  Once the facility is fully operational again, it will produce the same volume of birds in pounds. 

N.C. Gas Tax Stays at 29.9 Cents a Gallon:  North Carolina's gas tax will remain 29.9 cents per gallon for the first six months of 2009, the state Revenue Department says. The tax rate is computed every six months, based in part on the wholesale price of motor fuel. 

Commodity NEWS
Tobacco Watch:  North Carolina's tobacco-prevention programs are helping curb teen and young-adult smoking, according to a study conducted by the Tobacco Prevention and Evaluation program of the UNC School of Medicine.  The study found a significant drop in tobacco use among young adults 18 to 24 in recent years. That group has the highest smoking rate of any age group in the state. Tobacco States Consider Higher Cigarette Taxes:  Two of the nation's top tobacco-producing states are weighing whether to raise cigarette taxes to plug budget deficits that have sent politicians scavenging for sources of revenue.  The governors of Virginia and Kentucky have each proposed raising their cigarette taxes - each currently 30 cents per pack - to help offset revenue shortfalls of $2.9 billion and $456 million, respectively.  Virginia's tax would double to 60 cents a pack, just four years after its General Assembly passed a historic proposal to raise it from the nation's lowest level at 2.5 cents. Kentucky, the second-largest tobacco producer in the U.S., would raise its tax by 70 cents to $1.  Lawmakers in the six major tobacco states - North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia - have historically been more reluctant than other states to turn to their cash crop for extra revenue. In North Carolina, the tax was just 5 cents until 2005, when lawmakers agreed to a 30-cent increase. But earlier this year, Gov. Mike Easley's plan to boost teacher salaries never took off because it required raising the tax another 20 cents. 
FDA Reverses Ban of Certain Animal Antibiotic Uses:  The Food and Drug Administration said it would continue to allow livestock producers access to a class of antibiotics for a variety of off-label uses, a practice it deemed a public-health risk as recently as July.  The reversal came after industry resisted the agency's efforts this summer to ban certain uses of cephalosporin drugs in cattle, swine, poultry and other food-producing animals.  In July, FDA announced plans to crackdown on off-label uses in animals due to the importance of using cephalosporins to treat diseases in humans. On Nov. 25, five days before the ban was slated to go into effect, the FDA rescinded it with a notice in the Federal Register. The agency said it needs more time to review the many comments it has received. A spokeswoman said the agency could still impose restrictions later. 

Egg Sets Continue to Drop:  Commercial hatcheries in 19 selected states set 203 million broiler-type eggs into incubators during the week ended Dec. 13, 2008, USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service reported.  The number marks a 7 percent decrease from the amount of eggs commercial hatcheries set during the same period last year.  Meanwhile, broiler growers in 19 selected states placed 168 million chicks for meat production during the week ended Dec. 13, down 6 percent from the same week in 2007. Cumulative placements from Dec. 30, 2007 through Dec. 13, 2008 were 8.62 billion, down 2 percent from the same period a year earlier.

Record-Setting Year for Soy Exports: Over 1.5 billion bushels of soy, valued at more than $12 billion, were exported from the United States this year, according to the United Soybean Board.  U.S. soybean farmers shipped out over 1.1 billion bushels of whole beans. Up 11 percent from last year were exports of soybean meal totaling 346 million bushels. Soybean oil weighed in at nearly 1.1 million metric tons with an increase of 68 percent from last year’s numbers.

Bird Flu Flares Up in Asia:  More than 300,000 chickens were slaughtered in China after agriculture officials found birds there infected with the highly pathogenic H5N1 strain of avian influenza. The occurrence is the latest in a string of bird flu-related scares to occur in Asia over the past few weeks, following flare-ups in Hong Kong and India. 
NCDA NEWS

Agricultural Water Use Survey:  North Carolina farmers will have the opportunity to document agriculture-related water use through a survey by the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The department’s Agricultural Statistics Division will begin the survey in January in response to legislation passed by the General Assembly last summer. The legislation requires the division to compile a yearly survey of water use by farmers who withdraw 10,000 gallons of water per day from groundwater or surface water. Farmers will be asked to complete a form documenting their agricultural water use for 2008. Information about individual farms will be kept confidential.  Survey forms will begin arriving in mailboxes in January, and results should be ready by July 1. Information about the survey is online at www.ncagr.gov/water.
Mark Your Calendar

Mt. Olive Pickle Company, Inc. will hold the 10th annual New Year's Eve Pickle Drop Wednesday, December 31, 2008 at the Corner of Cucumber & Vine in Mount Olive, NC.  The New Year’s Eve Pickle descends down the flagpole at the stroke of 7 p.m. midnight – that’s 7 o’clock EST, which also happens to be midnight Greenwich Mean Time.  Bring canned food items to benefit the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina and receive a chance to win a door prize.  For more information, contact Lynn Williams at 919.658.2535, ext. 3628, by cell at 919.222.5012, or by email at lwilliams@mtolivepickles.com.

Craven County Commissioners plan to hold a public hearing on a proposed ordinance to establish a voluntary agricultural district on Monday, Jan. 5 at 7 p.m., Craven County Commissioners Meeting Room, Craven County Administration Building, New Bern, NC.
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