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It was in 1917 that James Theodore Neese, a farmer living in eastern Guilford County, began to market his popular country sausage. By 1920 the population of Greensboro had reached 19,861, so there were eager customers for “Mr. Thede’s” special recipe.  Actually, it was his wife, Annie who developed the recipe.  Mr. Thede operated a “Trade House” and also butchered hogs and cattle for his neighbors, concentrating on this work after cold weather set in.  He began making sausage with a hand-operated grinder.  Gradually he built a trade in town, making deliveries in a prairie schooner.  Since refrigeration was in its infancy, everything from slaughtering to packaging was done at night.  In the 1920’s Miss Annie stirred up another Neese recipe – liver pudding.  She never used chemicals or preservatives in either sausage or liver pudding, and the same recipes are still faithfully followed.  The firm is still a family-owned and operated business.  Tom Neese, Jr. is president.  And the firm has been at its present site on Alamance Church Road since 1936.  Neese Country Sausage’s principal sales area is North Carolina.

Washington NEWS
Economic Summit:  Governor-elect Beverly Perdue, Gov. Mike Easley and governors from other states attended an economic summit Tuesday with president-elect Barack Obama, who pledged quick work on an economic recovery plan that includes tax cuts and increased federal spending. "We intend to put tax cuts into the pockets of hard-pressed middle class families in your states. And we intend to start making a down payment on the critical investments that are going to be necessary to sustain long-term economic growth as well as pull us out of the current slump," Obama said. 

Drought NEWS
Drought Conditions Diminish:  The N.C. Drought Management Advisory Council's November data showed that the drought has dramatically improved for Eastern North Carolina, as compared to November 2007.  Six counties in Western North Carolina are still experiencing exceptional drought, which is the most extreme category. In November 2007, there were 56 counties statewide classified under exceptional drought. Currently, there are 26 counties statewide that are classified as abnormally dry.
Commodity NEWS

Local Fir Tree Sales Brisk Despite Sluggish Economy:  Despite national concern among retailers about the financial health of Christmas shoppers, the local holiday season is expected to remain “green,” particularly for those growing and selling Christmas trees. Linda Gragg, director of the Boone-based North Carolina Christmas Tree Association, predicted no fall-off despite a sluggish economy. “I’m hearing that growers are selling pretty much what they want to sell,” Gragg said. “Maybe a few more. It looks like we (North Carolina) will be selling 5 to 5.5 million trees. It looks good.”
U.S. Ethanol Production Dips, Imports Rise:  U.S. ethanol production in September was down slightly from August while ethanol imports, largely from Brazil, increased during the month, according to the Energy Information Administration.  The slight reduction in ethanol production in September reflects some of the economic difficulty ethanol producers have experienced as a result of higher input costs, lower ethanol values and the evaporation of credit in the market.   U.S. ethanol producers remain on pace to produce approximately 9 billion gallons of ethanol in calendar year 2008, according to the Renewable Fuels Association.   According to International Trade Commission data, imports of ethanol totaled 107.5 million gallons in September, with nearly 68 million gallons coming directly from Brazil. Imports increased by 18 million gallons compared to August.

Meat: No Cancer Link: The Journal of the National Cancer Institute in November published the results of a study that found no association between the consumption of fat, protein and meat consumption on the development of kidney cancer.  The study analyzed data from 13 other studies seeking a connection between the incidence of kidney cancer and diet. Kidney cancer rates are rising worldwide, but the cause remains unknown. 
Environmental NEWS

NC Pork Producer Featured in Documentary Last week, WRAL aired a documentary entitled Power Shift that explored alternative energy sources. Lillington pork producer Tom Butler was featured in the portion of the documentary that focused on electricity generation from methane gas. Click here to watch Power Shift.
Solar Power-Generating Installation in NC:  MegaWatt Solar, a manufacturer of concentrated photovoltaic solar-generating solutions for the utility industry, announces the installation of its first commercial solar power-generating site. The solar plant, built in conjunction with the Piedmont Electric Membership Corporation, is located in Caswell County and will generate 50 kilowatts of electricity.  The power generated by this facility will go on the electric grid along with energy produced by other sources of fuel.

Proposed Fee on Smelly Cows, Hogs Angers Farmers:  Belching and gaseous cows and hogs could start costing Alabama farmers money if a federal proposal to charge fees for air-polluting animals becomes law. The proposal would require farms or ranches with more than 25 dairy cows, 50 beef cattle or 200 hogs to pay an annual fee of about $175 for each dairy cow, $87.50 per head of beef cattle and $20 for each hog.  EPA spokesman Nick Butterfield said the fee was proposed for farms with livestock operations that emit more than 100 tons of carbon emissions in a year and fall under federal Clean Air Act provisions.  

Business NEWS

Hanesbrands Closing Early:  Hanesbrands Inc. has announced plans to shutter one of its North Carolina fabric textile plants earlier than expected.  Hanesbrands spokesman Matt Hall said the company's plant in Eden will close by mid-February. It had been slated to close by the end of next summer. 

Furniture Plant Layoffs:  A Virginia-based furniture company has announced plans to "mothball" its North Carolina manufacturing plant, putting nearly 400 people out of work. In a statement released Monday, Vaughan-Bassett Furniture said it will temporarily close the plant in Elkin within the next 60 days but has no plans to sell it or its equipment. President and CEO Wyatt Bassett said the plant could be reopened when demand returns to normal levels. 

Biodefense Lab Passes on NC:  The federal government has recommended a site in Kansas for a new $450 million NBAF laboratory to study biological threats like anthrax and foot-and-mouth disease, officials said Wednesday. Homeland Security officials spoke only on condition of anonymity because a formal announcement won't be made until later this week. The choice won't become final until sometime after a 30-day window period for comments on the decision, which could face legal challenges from losing states. 

Court Approves DIP Financing for Pilgrim’s Pride: Texas-based Pilgrim's Pride Corporation announced that it has received approval by the US Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Texas to proceed with "first day" motions and receive $365 million of its debtor-in-possession financing to be used to fulfill Pilgrim's business obligations, such as paying wages and vendors. 
People NEWS

NC Chamber Gets New Governmental Affairs Member:  Joe Stewart is leaving his post executive director of the Insurance Federation of North Carolina to join the governmental affairs team at the North Carolina Chamber. Stewart will begin his new post Jan. 1 where he be heading up the Chamber's political research arm. 
University NEWS
NCSU Receives Organic Grain Project Grant:  The NRCS awarded NC State and its collaborating partner, the Center for Agriculture Partnerships, $249,289 to demonstrate and promote adoption of an innovative cover crop management system (roll kill/no-till) that significantly reduces tillage and resource concerns in organic grain rotations in the Southeast.  Three on-farm field days and workshops will be held each year of the two-year project.  For announcements on the workshops to be held in April and May 2009, go to: www.cefs.ncsu.edu.  For more information about NCSU’s Organic Grain Project, go to: www.organicgrains.ncsu.edu.  
USDA NEWS 
Pork Producers, Importers to Weigh In on Pork Checkoff:  USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service will conduct a Request for Referendum among eligible producers and importers of hogs, pigs, pork and pork products to determine if they want a referendum on the Pork Checkoff Program. Participation is voluntary, and only individuals who desire a referendum on the Pork Checkoff Program should participate.  The Request for Referendum will be held Dec. 8 through Jan. 2. Contact your USDA County Farm Service Agency office for form LS-54-1.  Forms returned by mail must be postmarked no later than midnight on Jan. 2, 2009, and received by Jan. 9, 2009. 
USDA Lowers Export Forecast for 2009:  USDA forecast 2009 U.S. agricultural exports at $98.5 billion on Dec. 1, down $14.5 billion from August and $17 billion below record 2008 sales.  The outlook for U.S. exports has changed dramatically with the expectation of global recession in 2009. The combination of weaker global demand, falling prices, and an appreciating dollar create a very unfavorable outlook for U.S. exports.

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for December:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for December 2008. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge is 1.250 percent, down from 1.500 in November 2008. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during December 2008 is 2.250, down from 2.500 in November 2008.  The interest rate for farm storage facility loans approved for December 2008 is 3.000 percent, down from 3.250 in November 2008. The interest rate for sugar storage facility loans for December 2008 is 4.500 up from 4.375 in November 2008.  The maximum discount rate applicable for December 2008 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 6 percent, unchanged from November 2008. 
FSIS Seeks Comments on Avian Influenza Draft Risk Assessment:  The USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service is seeking public comments on a draft quantitative food safety risk assessment for highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) virus from consumption of poultry products, shell eggs and egg products. The risk assessment is available at www.fsis.usda.gov/Science/Risk_Assessments/index.asp. Comments must be received by Jan. 31, 2009. 
Mark Your Calendar
The State Farmers Market will host its “Week of Giving” to benefit the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle Sunday, Dec. 7, through Saturday, Dec. 13, in the Market Shoppes. Shoppers are invited to leave non-perishable food items under the Giving Tree, as well as monetary donations to benefit the charity. The donations will stock emergency food pantries in Wake, Durham, Orange, Chatham, Johnston, Edgecombe and Nash counties. 

NCDA&CS teams up with the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina to fill The Big Cart on Tuesday, Dec. 9 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with canned and other non-perishable food items to help the needy this holiday season. The Got to Be NC Big Cart, a giant motorized shopping cart, will be displayed on the Bicentennial Plaza. 

The Advisory Committee for the Ag Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund will conduct a business meeting at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9, at the Eaddy Agronomic Building, 4300 Reedy Creek Road. The meeting is open to the public.  The committee will receive a status report on grants awarded by the trust fund this year and learn about the number of applications received for the 2009 grant cycle.  More information is available at www.ncadfp.org.
The Division of Water Quality has scheduled four hearings to gather comments about the renewal of the state general permits for animal waste treatment systems.  The meetings start at 6:30 p.m.  Monday, Dec. 8, Iredell County Center, 444 Bristol Dr., Statesville; Tuesday, Dec. 9, Martin Piedmont Community College, 1161 Kehukee Park Rd., Williamston; Thursday, Dec. 11, James Sprunt Community College, Monk Auditorium, 133 James Sprunt Dr., Kenansville; Tuesday, Dec. 16, Western Piedmont Community College, Moore Hall - Leviton Auditorium, 1001 Burkemont Ave., Morganton. Contact: Susan Massengale, 807-6359.

The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 10 a.m., 643 Legislative Office Building. 

The first of three meetings to gather public comment on the management of NC's agricultural research stations will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 6 p.m., Tidewater Research Station, 207 Research Station Rd., Plymouth. Contact: Slyvia Blankenship, 515-6213. 

Turfgrass Institute scheduled Dec. 10-11 at the Gwinnett Civic and Cultural Center in Duluth, Ga. The cost to attend both days is $230, One-day fees are $190. For more information or to register, call (800) 687-6949 or e-mail gta@turfgrass.org.
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