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Productive dialogue begins by asking tough questions requiring straight answers.  Join the thousands of American consumers who have already sent letters or e-mails to elected officials asking about our nation’s energy policy.  Start now by clicking https://www.ourenergy.coop/ to ask your elected officials three clear questions to get Congress headed in the right direction.  Brought to you by North Carolina’s electric co-operatives.

Washington NEWS
N.C’s Jones, Others Press for Consumer Protections in TPP Negotiations: Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA) and Congressman Walter Jones (R-N.C.-3) pressed the Obama Administration to ensure public health is protected as they continue to negotiate the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Free Trade Agreement.  As a result of expanded trade with two particular TPP countries, Vietnam and Malaysia, the United States markets could see an influx of imported contaminated seafood.  In a letter to US Trade Representative Ron Kirk, the members urged him to pursue agreements with these two countries to help ensure the American food supply is kept safe. To read the full letter, click here.
Ellmers Named to House Energy and Commerce Committee: U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton announced that Congresswoman Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2) will be named as a new member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee. The committee is considered one of the most powerful committees in Congress and is the oldest standing legislative committee. The committee has responsibility for the nation's telecommunications, consumer protection, food and drug safety, public health research, environmental quality, energy policy, and interstate and foreign commerce.
Senate Approves Hagan Amendment to Preserve Military Biofuels Program: The U.S. Senate approved Senator Kay Hagan's amendment to the FY2013 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).  The bipartisan amendment removed a provision from the bill that would have prohibited the Navy from partnering with the Agriculture and Energy Departments and private industry on an initiative to support advanced biofuel refineries. “Our military leaders and lawmakers on both sides of the aisle agree that energy security is a national security imperative,” said Hagan. “Investing in our nation’s biofuels industry will also help create new markets for North Carolina's famers and high-tech industries.
Lucas Selected to Serve a Second Term as Chairman: Rep. Frank Lucas of Oklahoma was re-elected by the House Republican Conference to serve a second term as chairman of the Agriculture Committee for the 113th Congress.
Campaign NEWS

Rouzer Concedes to McIntyre:  State Sen. David Rouzer conceded the race for U.S. District 7 to Democrat incumbent Mike McIntyre after the recount had been completed.  McIntyre held a 655-vote lead before the recount and lost only one vote during the recount.
NC Legislative NEWS

GOP Nominates Berger as N.C. Senate Leader: Republican leaders nominated Eden’s Phil Berger as Senate president pro tempore for another two years.  No one is running against Berger.  The Senate election will be held in January, but since Republicans have at least 32 of the 50 votes, Berger’s re-election to the post is certain. The group also nominated Sen. Louis Pate (Mount Olive) as deputy president, Sen. Harry Brown (Jacksonville) as majority leader, and Sen. Jerry Tillman (Archdale) as majority whip. 

N.C. Supreme Court Justice Resigns: N.C. Supreme Court Justice Patricia A. Timmons-Goodson said that she is resigning effective Dec. 17.  Timmons-Goodson is the first and only female African-American to serve on N.C.’s Supreme Court and was elected to serve through 2014.  Gov. Perdue said that she will pick the replacement without formally going through the independent nomination commission she established last year.  Perdue said she would consult with members of the commission on her choice.  
Business NEWS

ConAgra Foods to Acquire Ralcorp, the Largest Private Label Food Manufacturer in the U.S.: ConAgra Foods, Inc. and Ralcorp Holdings, Inc. announced that the boards of directors of both companies have unanimously approved a definitive agreement under which ConAgra Foods will acquire Ralcorp, the largest manufacturer of private label food in the U.S. The transaction is valued at approximately $6.8 billion, including the assumption of debt.  This transaction creates one of the largest packaged food companies in North America with sales of approximately $18 billion annually and more than 36,000 employees. It will also position ConAgra Foods as the largest private label packaged food business in North America with combined private label sales of approximately $4.5 billion. 
Animal Activism NEWS

HSUS Files Legal Complaint Over Pork Checkoff Lobbying: The Humane Society of the United States filed a complaint with the USDA’s Office of the Inspector General seeking an investigation into the National Pork Board’s potential use of federal checkoff dollars to support the National Pork Producers Council’s lobbying efforts. HSUS, in a news release, says it “obtained records that reveal annual purchase orders from the Pork Board to sponsor and participate in NPPC Alliance program activities. The Alliance program is described by NPPC as dedicated exclusively to lobbying and other legislative efforts.” This complaint follows a separate, pending lawsuit over checkoff payments to purchase the “Pork: The Other White Meat” slogan. 
University NEWS

Jon Brandt, NCSU Professor and Department Head, Dies: Dr. Jon A. Brandt, age 65, died unexpectedly in his home on Monday November 26.  Brandt has been head of the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics at NC State University since December 1991. Prior to coming to NC State, Brandt was Professor of Agricultural Economics at the University of Missouri and Co-Director of the Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute (FAPRI).  A service was held Sunday, Dec. 2. Condolences may be made at www.montlawn.com.

Obama Names A&TSU Chancellor to Agriculture Board: President Obama has appointed N.C. A&T State University Chancellor Harold L. Martin, Sr. to the Board for International Food and Agricultural Development. The board is part of the U.S. Agency for International Development. It advises the agency on agriculture and higher education issues regarding food insecurity in developing countries.
People NEWS

NCAg Graphic Designer Sharon Dean Dies: Sharon Taylor Dean, 55, of Raleigh, passed away Monday, November 26 at Rex Hospital in Raleigh. Sharon has been an integral part of the NC Agribusiness Council team since 2002.  As a graphic designer, she has been the "go to" person for any graphic element the Council needed. In fact, Sharon created almost all of the Council's graphic work over the past 10 years. Sharon will be sorely missed for her professional attitude and creative spirit, but most of all she will be missed for her kindness and for being a genuinely nice person.  Please join us in sending thoughts and prayers to the family of Sharon, who passed away much too soon. A funeral service was held Friday, November 30. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to her son’s scholarship fund. Contributions can be sent to “The Graham Dean Scholarship Fund”, c/o Fidelity Bank, 5712 Creedmoor Road, Raleigh, NC 27612. Condolences may be sent to http://www.brownwynne.com/.
Rogers to Leave Duke Energy; Shuler to Lead Government Affairs: Duke Energy Chairman, President, and CEO Jim Rogers announced his intent to retire from the company by the end of 2013, which is consistent with the expiration of his employment contract. Rogers has served as a CEO in the utility industry since 1988. A special committee of the Duke Energy Board of Directors will oversee the recommendation of a successor to Rogers.  Duke Energy has named Heath Shuler as senior vice president of federal affairs, effective Jan. 4, 2013.  Shuler currently serves as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives. He has represented North Carolina’s 11th District since 2007. His term expires Jan. 3, 2013. He announced his intention to retire from Congress last February.
Vote for NC Pork Producer Bo Stone: Earlier this summer, US Farmers & Ranchers Alliance (USFRA) put out a call for farmers and ranchers who are proud of what they do and eager to share their stories of continuous improvement with others to enter the search for the "Faces of Farming and Ranching". North Carolina pork producer Bo Stone is one of the nine finalists. The deadline to vote is Dec. 15.  To learn about the candidates, click here.
Commodity NEWS
Abundance of U.S. Peanuts: High peanut prices last year due to a peanut shortage could be bad for the industry this year, according to Nathan Smith, University of Georgia Extension economist.  He says that a flood of peanuts and reduced usage will drop prices. This year, 1.636 million acres this year were planted in the U.S. compared with 1.1 million acres in 2011, and yield is expected to hit 3,832 pounds compared to 3,386 pounds averaged per acre last year.  Carryover from this year’s crop is expected to double over last year’s.  Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and Texas are predicted to set record-high yields this year.
NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS Employee Wins Governor's Award for Excellence: Cathy Ma, an international trade specialist with the NCDA&CS, received the Governor’s Award for Excellence for Outstanding State Government Service. In her role with the NCDA&CS International Trade Office, Ma works with processed food, meat and seafood producers across the state to identify market opportunities abroad. She also coordinates international trade missions, hosts inbound missions, and organizes trade shows for food producers. Earlier this year, Ma was recognized by the Southern United States Trade Association at its annual meeting in Louisiana. She won in three categories: Most Companies Recruited for an Inbound Trade Mission; Most New Companies for Overseas Generic Event; and Activity Manager of the Year for 2011. Ma also received the 2011 Employee of the Year Award from the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

Bugs vs. Drugs Symposium: The 2012 "One Medicine" Symposium: Bugs vs. Drugs will be held Dec. 5 and 6 at the Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Convention Center in Durham. The symposium, hosted by the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services and the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, will focus on the origins and impacts of antimicrobial resistance on human and animal health. To find more information on the agenda and the cost of attending, please visit the symposium website. 

USDA NEWS

N.C. Cattle Farmer Appointed to Beef Board:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced 33 appointments to the Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion and Research Board. Ernest B. Harris was chosen from N.C. and will serve a three-year term. The 103-member board is authorized by the Beef Promotion and Research Act of 1985. 
USDA Trade Mission to Russia: The USDA announced that Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services Michael Scuse will lead a mission to promote U.S. agricultural exports to Russia, Dec. 3-7. Representatives from the states of Idaho, Missouri, North Dakota, Oklahoma and Kansas, as well as 23 American companies will attend. Two-way agricultural trade between the United States and Russia was valued at roughly $1.5 billion in fiscal year 2012, with American farm exports accounting for 97 percent of the total—a significant contribution to the U.S. agricultural trade surplus.

FY 2013 Exports Forecast at a Record $145 Billion: Fiscal 2013 agricultural exports are forecast at a record $145 billion, up $1.5 billion from the August forecast and $9.2 billion above fiscal 2012 exports. Grain and feed exports are forecast down $1.9 billion mostly due to lower corn exports. Oilseed exports are up $3.3 billion on much higher volumes and record prices. Cotton exports are forecast down $200 million in part due to reduced Chinese demand. Horticultural exports are unchanged at a record $32 billion. The forecast for livestock, poultry and dairy is down $100 million on lower poultry, beef, and cattle exports. U.S. imports are projected at a record $115 billion in fiscal 2013, up 11 percent from 2012’s imports of $103.4 billion, but down $2 billion from the August forecast for 2013. To read the full report, click here.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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