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Legislative NEWS

Property Rights.  A special N.C. House study committee will examine whether the state needs to do more to protect private property rights in the wake of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling expanding local governments' ability to seize land. House Speaker Jim Black announced that Reps. Wilma Sherrill, R-Buncombe, and Bruce Goforth, D-Buncombe, will lead the panel. Sherrill said she believes the state constitution should be changed to ensure that local governments can't seize property in the name of economic development. The June Supreme Court decision gave municipalities the right to bulldoze homes in order to make way for private commercial development to expand property tax bases. North Carolina law says local governments can use eminent domain for public purposes such as building schools or roads.
Prison Smoking.  Under a new law taking effect in January, N.C. prison inmates won’t be allowed to smoke inside.  While 70 of the 76 state prisons already prohibit indoor smoking, state prison officials say the policy can be hard to enforce.  Some prisons are trying a new approach – banning lighters and matches.  The new law also calls for a pilot program at three prisons next spring, where no tobacco will be allowed on the ground at all.  The federal prison system is also expected to go tobacco free next year. 

Washington NEWS      

House Approves Deficit Reduction Act.  The U.S. House of Representatives approved legislation that would reduce total mandatory spending by $49.99 billion during fiscal years 2006/2010. The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 includes cuts of $3.7 billion in agriculture programs. Passage of the bill on a party line vote of 217-215 sets up a conference with Senate members, whose version of the legislation reduces mandatory spending by $35 billion, including cuts of $3.014 billion over the five years. 

Council NEWS

Pesticide School. The NC Agribusiness Council participated in the Sygenta Pesticide Short Course in Greensboro this week, which included Ag Leaders from across the United States.  Topics discussed were pesticide registration, which included presentations on toxicology and worker safety, as well as Biotechnology and Plant-made pharmaceuticals. Also discussed were major state legislative issues and pesticide management challenges.

Dunlop Commission. NC Agribusiness Council EVP, Erica Peterson, was elected to serve as a commissioner on the Dunlop Commission, which has a mandate to address purposed differences between unionized farm workers and growers and to set rules and regulations for the conduct of collective bargaining, include the enforcement of these rules and regulations.  The Dunlop Committee is so named because of its former chair, the late and former US Secretary of Labor John T. Dunlop. Other members of the Dunlop Commission include Jim Holt (Senior Economist at McGinnis, Norris & Williams, LLP); Douglas Fraser (former International President  of the U.A.W.); Thomas Donahue (Senior Fellow Working America Institute, AFL-CIO); Tom Harris (General Council and Chief of Staff with State Employees Association of NC); and Tom Anderson (grain merchant & retailer from Toledo Ohio).
People NEWS

Resignation.   Jim Butler has resigned as Deputy Under Secretary of the Foreign Agricultural Service, after four years at the agency.  Butler joined USDA in 2001 as Deputy Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs before moving to FAS.  USDA said Butler is leaving to become deputy director general of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture. 

Commodity NEWS        
U Low-grade Turkey Flu.  Turkeys at a farm in Eastern North Carolina have tested positive for antibodies for a low-grade strain of flu, but state health officials emphasized there was no danger to people or other animals.  Routine blood tests on birds bound for slaughter in mid-November found antibodies for the H3N2 strain of flu. That strain is considered a low-enough risk that the USDA requires no action, such as quarantine or destruction of livestock. The discovery also does not have to be reported to an international agency that monitors animal health.  The Sampson County farm where the turkeys were grown was quarantined for a couple of days while state officials confirmed the type of virus involved. 

Philippines Bans Poultry from Canada.  The Philippines has banned the importation of birds and poultry products from British Columbia in Canada after a strain of the bird flu virus was reportedly discovered there.  Agriculture Secretary Domingo Panganiban said the move was prompted by a report by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency that a low-pathogenic H5 strain of the virus was detected in a commercial duck farm in British Columbia on Nov. 18. 

Japan May Reopen Border to U.S. Beef.  Japanese Ambassador to the United States Ryozo Kato indicated to members of the American Meat Institute that Japan will reopen its market to U.S. beef in mid-December, now that the public comment period on Japan's risk assessment of U.S. beef has ended.  With the Japanese government due to announce conditions for resuming importation of U.S. beef, AMI also discussed with Kato the need for both countries to move promptly on the issue of Japan's so-called 21-month rule, which would only allow United States beef product from younger animals.

Survey Finds Japanese Unwilling to Eat U.S. Beef.  With the Japanese government expected to remove its ban on beef imports from the U.S. early next week, 75.2 percent of surveyed Japanese consumers are unwilling to eat U.S. beef.  The figure is up 7.2 percentage points over the previous survey a year earlier.  The ratio of consumers willing to eat U.S. beef following Japan’s resumption of imports came to 21.2 percent, down 2.6 percentage points.  Of those unwilling to eat U.S. beef, 62.5 percent cast doubt on the safety of the meat, while 20.6 percent said they can do without it due to the availability of domestic and Australian beef.
Henderson to be Part of Federal Flood Program.  Because the Federal Emergency Management Agency developed rules excluding communities from receiving federal disaster relief if they did not participate in the National Flood Insurance Program, Henderson County enrolled in the program after adopting a Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance in July.   The Henderson County Board of Commissioners wanted to ensure county residents would be protected from future flooding like that experienced in September 2004.  In order to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program, each flood-prone community must assess its flood hazard and determine whether flood insurance and flood plain management would benefit the community’s residents and economy.  Program participants are eligible for disaster relief funds in a federally declared disaster. 
Environmental NEWS

Air Pollution.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has refused to reverse a decision to cite Guilford County for violating air quality standards, but county officials say they will appeal. Sanctions resulting from the decision put stringent regulations on emissions from new facilities and upgrades to existing ones. The agency also requires Guilford County to show that expanding highways and making other changes to the transportation system in the county won't hurt air quality. County officials dispute that soot levels have exceeded federal limits and say they will take the case to the U.S. Court of Appeals. 
Soil Study.  Scientists plan to study soil in high elevations of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park this spring in an effort to learn more about the effects of acid rain and other environmental problems.  The Smokies’ suffer from some pf the worst acid rain problems in the United States, especially after major rains or snow melts. The study will target sites examined by the EPA in the 1980s, enabling scientists to see how the soils have changed. 

University NEWS

PETA Problems.  UNC Chapel Hill is drawing renewed fire from animal rights activists. In the past four years, the university twice has hired animal laboratory technicians who turned out to be undercover agents for PETA.  In a letter sent this week to National Institutes of Health, the Vice President of PETA called for sanctions, such as a suspension of UNC's federal animal research license.  Tony Waldrop, UNC's vice chancellor for research and development, said that many of the problems found in the second investigation were remnants of problems from earlier on, which were still being corrected.
Business NEWS

Bakery to Open 2006.  Flowers Foods, which makes bread and cake under Bunny, Sunbeam, Cobblestone Mills and other labels, plans to open a bakery in a Newton plant it purchased from Minneapolis-based CHS, which makes tortillas, cooking oil, flour and other products.  Flowers said it would spend about $40 million to convert the 115,000-square-foot building.  The bakery should open in mid-2006 and employ about 80 people. 

Smithfield Foods Shuts Down Plant.  Smithfield Foods Inc. is closing a plant in Virginia but has not yet determined whether any employees will be relocated to the pork processing plant’s Tar Heel facility. The pork processing company plans to close its outdated Salem, Va., plant and shift production to other plants, with no anticipated loss of volume.  The changeover will begin around Jan. 28 and end in July.  The company said in August the restructuring was a result of hog supply shortages and a moratorium on hog farms in North Carolina and Virginia.

Business NEWS

Golden LEAF Funds.  The Golden LEAF Foundation, the nonprofit agency that oversees $514 million in public funds, recently gave $11.9 million to projects with wide-ranging plans for improving the fortunes of rural North Carolina.  A $193,000 grant was earmarked for Carteret Community College to provide training for boat-building and other marine jobs. A $1 million grant will go to Northampton County for a vehicle test track planned there. And $220,000 will be sent to Sparta to help fund a teapot museum.  The initiatives are different in scope and scale, but Golden LEAF officials say their goal is the same: creating jobs and opportunity across the state.  The Rocky Mount-based foundation was established in 1999 to manage half the state's money from a federal legal settlement with cigarette makers. The foundation, overseen by a professional staff and 15-person board of political appointees, gives money to projects that can aid the transition from a tobacco-dependent economy. The goal is to fund a range of ideas.

USDA NEWS 

Funding for Legume Genome Research.  The USDA's National Research Initiative Competitive Grants Program has decided to provide up to $5 million of funding for functional genomics and bioinformatics on legume crops such as soybeans. Research on legume plants offers unique opportunities for basic gene and genomics studies to improve the nutrition, yield and disease-resistance of soybeans and other legume crops. This announcement is a major accomplishment for the U.S. Legume Crops Genomics Initiative, a four-year cooperative effort.

Second Sign-up Chance.  Farmers and ranchers have another chance to sign-up for a program that can help pay for installing or implementing conservation management practices on their land.  The USDA's Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) is conducting a second round of sign-ups, Nov. 2 until Jan. 16, for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). The first sign-up period ended Nov. 1. EQIP provides funds and technical assistance to help farmers and ranchers reduce soil erosion, improve water use and protect grazing land by installing conservation practices that protect natural resources. 

Mark your Calendar
Water Conservation Rules Public Hearings.  The following dates, times and locations have been determined for the Public Hearings on the proposed rules governing water conservation and water reuse during drought and water emergency situations.

· January 19, 2006; 6:00 PM  Davidson County Farm Bureau, 229 North Talbert Blvd., Lexington, NC 27293.

· January 24, 2006;  5:00 PM  Wayne Community College, 3000 Wayne Memorial Dr., Goldsboro, NC 27530.

· January 31, 2006;  6:00 PM  City of Asheville Public Works Facility, 161 South Charlotte St., Asheville, NC 28801.

For information regarding HB1215, please visit: 

http://www.ncwater.org/Water_Supply_Planning/Water_Conservation/hb1215/index.php
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