[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






February 16, 2009
[image: image1.png]Duke

& Energy-




Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Washington NEWS
Sen. Hagan Comments on Off-Shore Drilling Decision:  U.S. Sen. Kay Hagan commented on a decision by the Department of the Interior to place a 180-day hold on offshore drilling.  In her statement, Hagan applauded the delay. "I was a strong supporter of the bipartisan "Gang of 10" energy plan introduced last year, which included some offshore drilling in combination with more conservation and a sustained investment in renewable energy, to help us break our dependence on foreign oil. Ultimately, while I believe the decision about whether or not to drill offshore should be left to the states, the ruling on this issue was taken hastily and in the absence of any legislative process or public comment, which are critical for an important issue like this.”
Card Check:  North Carolina business leaders are rallying against legislation in Congress that could bring more unions to the least unionized state in the nation. The bill, called the Employee Free Choice Act, would require employers to recognize a union if a majority of employees sign cards requesting that union -- a process known as "card check." Under current law, card check alone isn’t enough to form a union. Rather, if enough employees sign the petition cards, employers must call for a secret ballot election. While the bill is the subject of intense nationwide debate, it would likely have a particularly notable impact on North Carolina. The state, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, was the least unionized state in 2008. Just 3.5 percent of workers were unionized in the state in 2008, compared to 12.4 percent nationwide. 
Solis Sails Through Committee:  The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee on Wednesday unanimously approved the nomination of Rep. Hilda Solis (D-Calif.) to serve as Labor secretary.  Labor groups, led by the AFL-CIO, have pushed for Solis’ confirmation, which has moved through the Senate at an extremely slow pace.  The California House Democrat sat before the HELP Committee and was met with skepticism from Republicans who were troubled by her affiliation with American Rights at Work, an advocacy group that supports legislation that would loosen labor organizing rules. 
Senators Want Payment Limit Rule Changes:  USDA officials erred when they wrote the new interim final rule for payment limits and should rescind it before it “adversely affects producers and farm operations from coast to coast,” a group of senators said. The letter was written by Saxby Chambliss, ranking member, Blanche Lincoln, chairman of the Subcommittee on Production, Income Protection and Price Support, and 21 other members of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry and farm-state representatives. The letter writers say the interim rule reflects the significant changes to farm program payment limitation and payment eligibility that were included in the 2008 farm bill. “However, the interim rule strays beyond Congressional intent and the statute in several areas that have the potential to adversely affect producers and farm operations from coast to coast,” including those in Chambliss’ state of Georgia and Lincoln’s Arkansas.
Legislative NEWS
Longer Terms: Nearly 60 House members have co-sponsored a measure that would ask voters to extend lawmakers' terms from two years to four years. The measure raises an issue in perennial discussion over the past decade, with backers saying less-frequent elections would mean less time spent raising money to run for office. The General Assembly would have to pass two bills to make the change. One would tweak a series of state laws. The other would put a state constitutional amendment on the ballot. Voters would have to approve the amendment before the other changes to state law could take effect. 

House Whips:  House Democrats have elected their whips for the legislative session. In fact, they've elected five people to the position. They are Reps. Bruce Goforth of Buncombe County, Larry Bell of Sampson County, Larry Hall of Durham County, Jean Farmer-Butterfield of Wilson County and Deborah Ross of Wake County.

House Committees:  House Speaker Joe Hackney announced some changes in the chamber's committees on Monday night, including the elimination of the House Agribusiness Committee. New House committees will include Marine Resources and Aquaculture. The House Agriculture Committee includes Rep. Hill, Chair; Reps. Bell, Braxton, Brisson, Faison, Lewis, and Williams, Vice Chairs; Reps. Allred, Coates, Daughtry, Guice, Holloway, Langdon, McCormick, Mobley, Starnes, Steen, Tarleton, Tolson, Tucker, Underhill, E. Warren, and Wray. The Marine Resources and Aquaculture Committee includes Rep. Spear, Chair; Reps. McElraft, Stiller, Wainwright, and Williams, Vice Chairs; Reps. Harrison, Justice, McComas, and Underhill.

Senate Ag Committee: The Senate Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources-Chair: Bob Atwater, D-Chatham, Vice chair: Austin Allran, R-Catawba, Vice chair: Don Davis, D-Greene, Vice chair: Ellie Kinnaird, D-Orange, Vice chair: David Weinstein, D-Robeson. Members: Charlie Albertson, D-Duplin; Stan Bingham, R-Davidson; Andrew Brock, R-Davie; Harry Brown, R-Onslow; Dan Clodfelter, D-Mecklenburg; Fletcher Hartsell, R-Cabarrus; Jean Preston, R-Craven; Joe Sam Queen, D-Haywood; David Rouzer, R-Johnston; John Snow, D-Cherokee; A.B. Swindell, D-Nash; Jerry Tillman, R-Randolph.
Business NEWS

Poultry Waste-Powered Electricity Coming to NC:  A Pennsylvania company is building another power plant in North Carolina fueled by poultry waste.  The Charlotte Observer reported Tuesday that Fibrowatt LLC plans to build the plant in Biscoe, about 60 miles east of Charlotte. The company already plans to build plants in Sampson and Surry counties.  Construction of the Biscoe plant is scheduled to begin next year. The plant is expected to open in 2012, and employ about 100 people. 
Environmental NEWS

N.C. Investigating Contaminated Fish:  The N.C. Division of Water Quality will investigate the source of contaminated fish in Badin Lake east of Charlotte, an official said Wednesday.  State health authorities have posted a fish-consumption advisory for largemouth bass and catfish caught in the lake. Those species may be contaminated by polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs, which can cause a range of health problems, possibly including cancer. The Badin advisory was posted as aluminum-maker Alcoa spars with Stanly County over water rights and contamination from its now-closed smelter on Badin Lake. As part of the company's renewal of its 50-year federal hydroelectric license for the Yadkin River, the state water-quality division has to certify that Alcoa's dams and lakes won't hurt the Yadkin. The state has until May to issue the permit.

Drought NEWS
Drought, Abmornally Dry Conditions In all of NC:  Drought experts say all of North Carolina's counties are suffering from drought or abnormally dry conditions for the first time in seven months.  The U.S. Drought Monitor released a map Thursday that shows drought in the western part of the state. Most of the region is under a moderate drought, which is the least severe among the four drought categories. The eastern half of North Carolina is experiencing abnormally dry conditions, which means drought isn't present but could return without adequate rainfall. Woody Yonts, chairman of the state Drought Management Advisory Council, is asking residents to conserve water as rainfall amounts fall well-below average. Ground water levels are also dropping. 
USDA NEWS  
Vilsack Calls For Single Food Agency, More Ethanol in Gas:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack told Bloomberg in an interview that the food safety duties shared by USDA and the FDA should be combined into a single agency.  While he doesn't expect Congress to approve a unified agency this year, he said the agencies need to work more closely and use technology to become faster and more efficient in the meantime.  Vilsack also told Bloomberg that USDA is in discussions with the Environmental Protection Agency about raising the amount of corn-based ethanol blended into the U.S. gasoline supply.   The EPA in November said it would require gasoline to contain a 10.2 percent blend of biofuels this year.
USDA Awards $356 Million In Electric Loans:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today said that 16 rural utilities and cooperatives in 10 states have been selected to receive $356 million in loans to build and repair 3,830 miles of distribution and transmission lines and make system improvements that will affect more than 45,000 rural customers. In NC, Piedmont Electric Membership Cooperative received $30,000,000 and Tideland Electric Membership Corporation received $25,000,000.
NCDA NEWS

Soil Test Is Valuable Key to Effective Pasture Renovation:  With nitrogen prices fluctuating between 60 and 90 cents per pound, frost-seeding white clover into pastures now could be a good way for farmers to add nitrogen and improve forage quality while reducing expensive fertilizer inputs. “Frost-seeding involves surface application of seed, which is worked into the soil surface by winter rains and snow,” said Kent Messick, chief of field services with the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Agronomic Division. “For the seed to be worked into the soil, it needs to be done very soon, so the catch is to find out if your pasture has the nutritional elements to make frost-seeding effective.” NCDA&CS regional agronomists are available statewide to offer advice about nutrient management, sample collection and interpretation of agronomic reports. For contact information, visit www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/rahome.htm or call (919) 733-2655.

Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with McHenry: On February 19, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Patrick McHenry at Judges Riverside Restaurant in Morganton, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 
Council of State Luncheon: On February 25, the NC Agribusiness Council will host a luncheon with members of the NC Council of State at the Cardinal Club in Raleigh, NC. RSVP required. Seats are limited.
Senate Committee on Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, February 17 at 11:00 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 

"Card Check" Press Conference Invitation: The "Employee Free Choice Act" (EFCA) is the subject of upcoming public events/press conferences which are being held to bring attention to the issue.  Members of the N.C. Congressional Delegation will be the featured speakers including Rep. Coble and Senator Burr who are outspoken critics of this Act.  Monday, February 16, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Greensboro Historical Museum (130 Summit Ave.).  Featured Speaker - U.S. Congressman Howard Coble.  Tuesday, February 17th, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Bicentennial Mall (16 W. Jones St.). Featured Speaker - U.S. Senator Richard Burr.  There are no costs for these events and they are being put together by the N.C. Chapter of Americans for Prosperity.  For more information and to register to attend, call 919-839-1011 or send an e-mail to infoNC@afphq.org.   
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