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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.
Washington NEWS
Hagan Cosponsors Amendment to Limit Executive Pay:  In an effort to reign in executive compensation at companies being supported by infusions of taxpayer dollars, U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) joined U.S. Senators Claire McCaskill (D-MO), Bernie Sanders (I-VT), and Tom Harkin (D-IA) to cosponsor the "Cap Executive Officer Pay Act of 2009" as an amendment to the Senate's Economic Recovery Package. Under the amendment, CEOs and other executives at companies receiving assistance through the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) would not be permitted to make more in salary and bonuses than the President of the United States.  

Children's Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act. The House and Senate both have passed bills to reauthorize and extend SCHIP coverage. It would reauthorize the children's insurance program for four and a half years. Its $32.8 billion cost would be funded with a cigarette tax of 62 cents per pack, according to a recent Congressional Budget Office estimate — up from 61 cents in previous versions. The difference between the House and Senate bills is very minimal and is unlikely it will go to conference committee. The White House is pushing for a quick passage and therefore the House will likely pass the Senate version of the bill and then send to President Obama for signature. 

Kissell, McIntyre Assigned to House Agriculture Subcommittees:  Members of the House Agriculture Committee ratified the members and leadership of all six subcommittees. Rep. Larry Kissell and Rep. Mike McIntyre will serve on the Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Energy, and Research and the Subcommittee on Rural Development, Biotechnology, Specialty Crops, and Foreign Agriculture.  Rep. Larry Kissell will serve on the Subcommittee on General Farm Commodities and Risk Management.  Rep. Mike McIntyre has been re-elected Chairman of the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Rural Development, Biotechnology, Specialty Crops, and Foreign Agriculture.  
Kissell’s Uniform Amendment Included in Stimulus Bill:  The $819 billion stimulus package passed by the House  contains at least one provision that could prove helpful to cotton producers and other segments of the U.S. cotton industry. The bill, which was approved by a vote of 244-188, contains an amendment offered by Rep. Larry Kissell, D-N.C, mandating that textile and apparel products purchased by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Transportation Security Administration be made with 100 percent U.S. content. NCTO officials and other members of a coalition of textile manufacturing and producer organizations also thanked Reps. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., David Price, D-N.C., John Spratt, D-S.C., Howard Coble, R-N.C., and Mike Michaud, D-Maine, for support in securing passage of the amendment. Representative Coble spoke in favor of the amendment, voting in favor of the amendment, despite his subsequent vote against the final House stimulus bill.
Legislative NEWS
State Accepting Applications for Youth Legislature:  State officials are accepting applications this month for NC high school students who want to attend the Youth Legislative Assembly.  The Department of Administration said it will accept applications through Feb. 12. The assembly is scheduled for March 13-15 in Raleigh.  The assembly is designed to allow students an opportunity to write, debate and vote on bills and give their views to legislators and government officials.  
Senate Committees Named.  The NC Senate has named its committees - and the AgCommittee will be structured as follows: Chairman Sen. Bob Atwater; Vice Chairmen Sen. Austin M. Allran, Sen. Don Davis, Sen. Eleanor Kinnaird, Sen. David F. Weinstein 

Members Sen. Charles W. Albertson, Sen. Stan Bingham, Sen. Andrew C. Brock, Sen. Harry Brown, Sen. Daniel G. Clodfelter, Sen. Fletcher L. Hartsell, Jr., Sen. Jean Preston, Sen. Joe Sam Queen, Sen. David Rouzer, Sen. John Snow, Sen. A. B Swindell, Sen. Jerry W. Tillman. For details about other committees go to: http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/Committees/Committees.asp?sAction=ViewCommitteeType&sActionDetails=Senate%20Standing

Immigration NEWS

Delay in Implementing New I-9 Forms:  The Department of Homeland Security announced a delay in the implementation of the newest version of Form I-9, which was due to become effective this week. In a last minute announcement issued on January 30, 2009, the Department postponed implementation of the new form until April 3, 2009. The administration will be considering public comments on changes to the form and may further delay its effective date. Until further notice, employers should continue using the June 5, 2007 version of Form I-9. 

Business NEWS

Duke Energy Wants Rate Hike:  Duke Energy plans to seek regulatory approval this year for rate hikes in the Carolinas.  The amount of the increase has not been finalized. The Charlotte utility plans to ask for the hike mid-year, with changes to take effect Jan. 1.

NC Port Traffic Expected to Double With New Ships:  Two new container ship lines plan to begin stopping at the port of Wilmington where officials say the traffic at its docks will double.  The Danish Maersk Line and Virginia-based Independent Container Line have said they will start doing business at the port next month.  Port officials said Maersk will haul cargo for the state's textile and apparel industries. ICL's cargo is for the automotive and construction equipment industries, high-tech textiles, chemicals and forest products. 

Domtar Cuts 185 Jobs at Its NC Mill: Forestry company Domtar Corp. says it will permanently close its fine paper manufacturing sector at its Plymouth, NC mill, cutting 185 jobs.  Domtar president and CEO John Williams said Thursday that the cuts are a result of adverse economic conditions and the decline of fine paper orders.  Domtar said the Plymouth mill will continue to operate two pulp lines, one pulp dryer and one paper machine. 

Norfolk Southern profit jumps 13% :  Norfolk Southern Corp. reported late Tuesday fourth-quarter net income rose to $452 million, or $1.21 a share, from $399 million, or $1.02, a year ago. Revenue for the railroad rose to $2.5 billion from $2.45 billion, with gains from hauling coal offsetting declines for general merchandise and container freight. Analysts polled by FactSet Research had, on average, expected the Norfolk, Va.-based company to earn $1.19 a share on $2.61 billion in revenue. Norfolk Southern shares rose 6.7% ahead of the report to close at $37.65.
Campaign NEWS 

White Enters Race to Be Next NC GOP Chairman:  Former state senator Woody White says he can bring new energy and focus to the North Carolina Republican Party as its leader.  White wrote party activists and leaders over the weekend to announce his bid to get elected chairman at the GOP's annual convention in June.  Wake County party chairman David Robinson and former Guilford County chairman Marcus Kindley also are in the race to succeed departing chairwoman Linda Daves. 
Democratic Chairman Selected:  Former Buncombe County Commissioner David Young has been selected as the new leader of the state Democratic Party, succeeding Jerry Meek as chairman. 
USDA NEWS 
Senators Ask Vilsack to Re-Open COOL:  Senator Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.) and six other Senators sent a letter to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack asking him to revise pending country-of-origin (COOL) labeling rules that deal with the contentious issue of multiple country labeling. The Senators take issue with the provisions in the final COOL regulations that would allow meatpackers to use the multiple country label for muscle cuts from cattle born, raised and slaughtered in the United States processed by a facility on the same day as foreign products. 
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for February:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) today announced interest rates for February 2009. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge is 0.375 percent, down from 0.625 in January 2009. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during February 2009 is 1.375, down from 1.625 in January 2009.  The interest rate for farm storage facility loans approved for February 2009 is 1.875 percent, down from 2.125 in January 2009. The maximum discount rate applicable for February 2009 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from January 2009. 
Commodity NEWS

Food Industry Groups Urge EPA to Limit Ethanol-Blend Level:  A group of food industry organizations including the American Meat Institute, the National Pork Producers Council and the National Chicken Council are urging the EPA to oppose proposals to increase the level at which ethanol can be blended into gasoline. In a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson, the organizations said they support development of technologies such as cellulosic biofuels that will reduce reliance on corn to produce biofuels, but they oppose efforts to raise the amount of biofuel blended in the nation's fuel supplies until "sustainable biofuel alternatives are commercially available." 

Producers Want More Ethanol in Gas:  Ethanol producers are expanding so rapidly that they are pressing the government to overturn its 25-year-old rule that limits to 10 percent the amount of the corn-based additive that can be put into a tank of gasoline. The effort comes as the industry finds itself well ahead of its federally mandated schedule to produce, by 2015, 15 billion gallons of ethanol each year for use in U.S. vehicles. 
NCDA NEWS

Exporter of the Year Award: Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler presented the 2009 Exporter of the Year award to officials of Nash County’s Farm Pak Products Inc., a division of Barnes Farming Corp.. In presenting the award, Troxler cited Farm Pak’s long record of successfully marketing sweet potatoes to the European Union, its commitment to quality, and its use of innovative branding and promotional methods. 
State of Agriculture:  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler used his first “State of Agriculture” address Thursday to say North Carolina farmers will weather the economic downturn. Troxler acknowledged that the state’s farmers have suffered from volatile fuel costs, dropping food prices and reduced demand as the national economy sinks. But his largely upbeat speech focused on a bright future for what is still the largest economic sector in the state. But even where market forces are against them, he said, farmers have always adapted. Innovation will be key to the future for the state’s farmers, Troxler said.  He said farmers should also focus on producing alternative fuels and selling locally grown products to the state’s growing population. 
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with McHenry: On February 19, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Patrick McHenry at Judges Riverside Restaurant in Morganton, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 
Council of State Luncheon: On February 25, the NC Agribusiness Council will host a luncheon with members of the NC Council of State at the Cardinal Club in Raleigh, NC. RSVP required. Seats are limited.
Navigating EPCRA Reporting: Informational meetings for pork producers will be held on Wednesday, February 11 (three 2-hour meetings at 1, 3, & 5 p.m.), Duplin County Agricultural Center, Kenansville and on Thursday, February 12 (two 2-hour meetings at 3 & 5 p.m.), Bladen County Agricultural Center, Elizabethtown.  Pork producers whose operations are not currently participating in the EPA Air Consent Agreement should consider initiating this reporting process. Please contact Tommy Stevens at 919-781-0361.
Agricultural District Workshops scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 12, at the Burke County Ag Center in Morganton; Tuesday, Feb. 24, at the Johnston County Ag Center in Smithfield.  The workshops will take place from 9:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.  To register or obtain more information, contact Holly Gilroy at the N.C. Department of Agriculture at (919) 733-7125 or holly.gilroy@ncagr.gov.

85th annual Agricultural Outlook Forum, "Global Agriculture & Rural America in Transition," Feb. 26, will be held at the Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Arlington, Va. Secretary Tom Vilsack will deliver the keynote address. The Forum begins at 8 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 26 and ends at 3:15 p.m. Friday, Feb. 27. To register, go to www.usda.gov/oce/forum. Registration is $375. Plenary speeches will be Webcast after 3:30 p.m. EST on Feb. 26.
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