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TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com

Washington NEWS
USDOL Proposes Suspension of New H2A Regs: In a controversial move, the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration (ETA) announced on Friday the proposed suspension for nine months of a final rule implementing changes to the H-2A program. Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis says that suspending the rule would allow the department to review and reconsider the regulation, while supposedly minimizing disruption to state workforce agencies, employers and workers. The proposed suspension of the final rule will appear in the Federal Register on March 17. The final rule appeared in the Federal Register on Dec. 18, 2008, and took effect on Jan. 17, 2009. The department’s proposed action is open for public comment for 10 days and NC Farmers are sure to oppose the proposed suspension. In 2008, the department granted North Carolina, Georgia, and Florida the largest numbers of H-2A labor certifications.

Burr, Hagan Propose Tobacco Legislation: Recognizing that the FDA is ill equipped and unsuited to regulate tobacco and tobacco products and concerned about the impact federal tobacco regulation could have on a key industry in North Carolina, U.S. Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) and U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) have joined forces in offering what they believe is a more reasonable, bipartisan alternative to the proposed FDA tobacco regulation.  Burr and Hagan argue that the FDA is overburdened already and lacks the capacity or the expertise to take on a large, complicated new industry. This alternate proposal will impose stringent new restrictions that will prevent children from smoking but will not give FDA the authority to regulate tobacco. The Federal Tobacco Act is an alternative to the recently introduced legislation by House Energy and Commerce Chairman Henry Waxman (D-Calif.), which would allow the FDA to regulate all tobacco products.

Union Bill:  Lawmakers from both chambers of Congress introduced their version of the Employee Free Choice Act, with an eye toward bringing the bill to a vote in the Senate after the April recess, Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) said.  Backers of the act acknowledge that they likely do not yet have the 60 votes necessary to pass the measure in the Senate. But Harkin expressed confidence that moving the bill through regular order, including giving Republicans the opportunity to offer amendments, should allow them to get to that threshold in the Senate. Education and Labor Chairman George Miller (D-Calif.), the House sponsor of the bill, also expressed confidence that the bill would become law. The bill currently has 40 co-sponsors in the Senate. Of note, Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC) did not sign on as a sponsor, which while not a sign that she has switched her position, it does continue to leave the door open.
Legislative NEWS

Bills to Shift Funds Away From Golden LEAF:  Lawmakers have introduced two bills that would siphon funds from the Golden LEAF Foundation. The legislation would redirect about $70 million that the Foundation receives annually to help pay for other state services. One bill would take all future money. The other would do so for three years. Rep. Paul Stam, R-Wake, who introduced the House measure that would take away all future contributions, said, “What was a luxury before has become a necessity. We need the money.” Sen. Daniel Clodfelter, D-Mecklenburg, is the primary sponsor of the bill that would direct funds away from Golden LEAF for three years. Neither measure would take away money the foundation now has, and bill sponsors contend that should be enough for Golden LEAF to continue its mission. Not so, said Golden LEAF president Dan Gerlach. Golden LEAF’s holdings have fallen from more than $700 million at the end of June to about $400 million today because of investment declines and payment of grant obligations. If future contributions go away, Golden LEAF would have to cut its grant-making by two-thirds, Gerlach said. Golden LEAF has stepped up its financial commitments this year. At a meeting last week, the Golden LEAF board committed to spending all $70 million of this year’s payment, instead of diverting some to its endowment. 
Commodity NEWS

NC Town Will Allow Small Chicken Farms: The Chapel Hill Town Council voted Monday night to allow small-scale chicken farming in the town limits. The vote will allow people to keep hens in any of the town's residential districts, affecting about 7,700 households. But no roosters will be allowed.  Until now, up to 20 chickens were permitted in low-density zoning districts that covered only about 140 households. 

Court Refuses to Get Involved in Tobacco Fight:  The Supreme Court on Monday refused to hear an appeal from R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., of Winston-Salem, who is being sued by Star Scientific, Inc.  Star Scientific, Inc. says R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. infringed on its patents on a way to cure tobacco minimizing the formation of tobacco-specific nitrosamines or TSNA, which may be carcinogenic.  But a trial court says the patents are unenforceable, because the inventor kept from the Patent and Trademark Office key documents and information - including that low-TSNA tobacco already had been grown in the U.S.  The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit overturned that decision, saying a judge cannot throw out a patent without clear and convincing evidence that a deception was intentional.  R.J. Reynolds lawyers wanted the high court to look at the case again, saying the appeals court ignored previous rulings on how to judge when a patent applicant doesn't turn over all required information.  The case has been sent back to U.S. District Court. 
Business NEWS

Smithfield Trying to Harmonize Workers Under One Union:  Smithfield Packing Co. is trying to integrate two sets of employees represented by separate unions and working under separate contracts as it closes one pork processing plant in Smithfield, Va., to the one next door.  As part of its parent company's restructuring, Smithfield Packing is closing its South plant over the next several months and transferring some 750 of its 1,375 workers to the North plant. The South workers are represented by the Laborers International Union of North America, and the North plant's 1,600 workers are represented by the Teamsters. Smithfield aims to join all the workers under the Teamsters. 

Another NC Farmers Market to Accept Food Stamps:  The Rockingham County Farmers Market is the latest in North Carolina to begin accepting electronic benefits transfer cards, traditionally known as food stamps. The Rockingham County market will begin accepting EBTs in May. 
Student Essay Contest Awards Reach $20,000:  The Future of Southern Agriculture Student Essay Contest is now offering a total of $20,000 in scholarship awards to winning entries.  The contest will expand to now include 11 universities from the Mid-South, Southeast and Texas. All undergraduate and graduate students currently enrolled for the spring 2009 semester at Louisiana State Univ., Mississippi State Univ., Univ. of Arkansas, Univ. of Tennessee, Univ. of Missouri, Texas A&M Univ., Auburn Univ., Univ. of Georgia, Clemson Univ., Virginia Tech Univ. and North Carolina State Univ. are eligible to apply.  Students must submit an essay of 750 to 1000 words by April 15.  For more info go to www.farmassist.com/promo/fosa/index.html.  
Campaign NEWS 

Shuler Decides Not to Seek NC Senate Seat:  North Carolina U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler said Monday he will not run for Senate in 2010, declining a chance to seek a seat in the upper chamber as Democrats try to expand their majority on Capitol Hill.  Shuler said he was flattered to have so many people ask him to challenge Republican Sen. Richard Burr. "However, with our nation facing the most difficult economic times in generations, I feel my efforts are better utilized focusing on solutions to these challenges rather than campaigning across the state," Shuler said in a statement.  

Legislative Boundaries:  The U.S. Supreme Court has upheld a NC high court decision that found boundaries for a House district in Pender and New Hanover counties were illegal. The decision means the General Assembly must change the House boundary map before the 2010 election cycle. 
USDA NEWS  
USDA Raises Ethanol Use, Corn Price Forecasts:  After cutting its forecasts of corn use for ethanol in recent months, USDA on Wednesday raised its forecast by 100 million bushels to 3.7 billion bushels in the marketing year that began in September, 2008.  USDA raised its forecast "on indications of improving blender incentives and higher ethanol use," in its World Agriculture Supply and Demand Estimates report,  noting that blender margins have become increasingly favorable since late February as gasoline prices rose relative to ethanol prices.  USDA raised its 2008/09 season-average farm price for corn to a range of $3.90 to $4.30 per bushel, from a range of $3.65 to $4.15 last month. 

Lower Poultry Production, Slightly Higher Beef and Pork:  Lower poultry production forecasts overshadowed slight increases in projected red meat output in USDA's latest World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates. The broiler production forecast for 2009 was lowered to 35.4 billion pounds from 35.8 billion pounds projected last month. USDA attributed its forecast to hatchery data that indicate continued reductions in eggs set and chicks placed. Turkey production also is forecast lower, as there are no indications that hatchery flocks will expand before mid-year.  Higher forecast carcass weights led to the beef production forecast being raised to 26.48 billion pounds this month from 26.21 billion pounds last month. That's still lower than the March 2008 estimate of 26.66 billion pounds. Increased hog weights boosted the pork production forecast slightly to 23.03 billion pounds this month from 22.99 billion pounds last month. The March 2008 estimate was 23.37 billion pounds.  Export forecasts for 2009 for major meats remain unchanged. 

First Wave Of USDA Economic Stimulus Funding:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced USDA will be delivering its first actions implementing the $28 billion provided in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  Funding will help rebuild and revitalize rural communities as well as help stimulate local economies. The FSA will use immediately $145 million of the $173 million provided in the Recovery Act for its Direct Operating Farm Loan Program, which will give 2,042 farmers direct loans from the agency. For more info go to www.usda.gov/recovery.
NCDA NEWS

Boll Weevil Assessment Is $1.25 Per Acre:  The board of the Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation of NC has set the boll weevil assessment for 2009 at $1.25 per acre of cotton. The amount is unchanged from 2008. The fee supports efforts to monitor cotton acreage for any re-introduction of the boll weevil and to respond promptly with eradication treatments if necessary. Contractors will install and monitor traps from late summer until after harvest and frost. Because the focus of NC’s program has shifted from eradication to monitoring, farmers should anticipate the number of traps in fields will decrease. As such, each trap will be critical, and farmers are encouraged to contact the foundation if traps are damaged or knocked down. To allow for trapping and monitoring, cotton growers are required to certify cotton acreage information with their local U.S. Farm Service Agency office by June 30. To learn more, go to www.ncagr.com/plantind/plant/entomol/BW.htm.
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with Congressman McIntyre: On March 27, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Mike McIntyre at Allen Brothers Hunting Preserve in Bladenboro, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 
AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar.
The Division of Water Quality will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, March 17 at 2 p.m. on the draft plan for distribution of money from the state’s application for nearly $71 million for wastewater projects from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, State Library Auditorium, 109 Jones St., Raleigh. Contact: 715-6226.

[image: image4.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




[image: image6.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image7.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



