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ANIMAL HEALTH




Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Animal Health conducts business in 40 countries and employs about 2,700 people worldwide. Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., is headquartered in Greensboro, NC, and has a Research and Development facility in Larchwood, IA.  Our pet products are effective aids in preventing internal and external parasites and treating such ailments as arthritic pain and kidney, heart and allergic diseases.  For farm animals, we offer therapeutic products to treat parasitic and bacterial diseases and are consistently developing new vaccines to prevent diseases in livestock and farmed fish.  Specific needs of food producers in the area of farm bioprotection are met by providing innovative fly control products and services, as well. 

For more information, please visit http://www.ah.novartis.com.

Washington NEWS
US House Could Vote on Tobacco Bill This Week:  The House could vote on legislation as early as this week that would give the Food and Drug Administration new authority to regulate tobacco and its marketing, House aides and lobbyists say. On Wednesday, the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee agreed by voice vote to advance the bill (H.R. 1256).  The measure would pay for the increased regulation by increased user fees for tobacco users that will raise more than $5 billion over 10 years. It would allow FDA to regulate nicotine but not ban it entirely. House Democrats do not anticipate any problems passing the measure, after the chamber approved nearly identical legislation last year, 326-102.  The real battle over the measure will come in the Senate, where 60 votes will be needed to advance it, and thus far, it’s uncertain whether those votes are there. 

Hagan Joins Moderate Dems Working Group:  Committed to ensuring North Carolina’s voice is heard in the Senate, U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) announced today that she has joined the Moderate Dems Working Group, a coalition of 15 moderate Democrats that will meet regularly to shape public policy. The Moderate Dems working group will work with the Senate leadership and President Barack Obama to develop common-sense solutions to America’s most urgent national issues. The Moderate Dems held their second meeting Tuesday to discuss the upcoming budget negotiations and the importance of passing a fiscally responsible spending plan in the Senate. 
Legislative NEWS
Proposed Alcohol and Tobacco Taxes:  The proposed state spending plan Gov. Beverly Perdue is expected to include a $1-per-pack increase in the cigarette tax and a 5 percent tax on alcoholic beverages. The tobacco tax increase would come on top of a 62-cent increase in the federal tax. The alcohol tax would apply to both drinks at a bar or restaurant and bottles and cans purchased in stores. The two so-called “sin taxes” would supposedly help generate more than $400 million for the state budget that begins July 1 and ends June 30, 2010, according to the some officials and lawmakers. 

Bill Requires State OK for OLF:  The U.S. Navy would have to get state permission before building an outlying landing field in either Gates or Camden counties, according to legislation introduced Tuesday by state Rep. Bill Owens, D-Pasquotank. Under the bill, the state’s Federal Reservation Statute would be amended to require state consent before the federal government acquired land to construct an OLF in any county where there wasn’t already an existing military base with aircraft squadrons.  If the bill becomes law, officials believe it could help thwart the Navy’s efforts to build the OLF in either Gates or Camden.

Smoking Ban:  Legislation that would ban smoking in bars, restaurants and other public places has soft enforcement provisions, but would allow local governments to impose tougher enforcement if they choose. The bill discussed in a House judiciary committee would ban smoking in any enclosed public places. Smokers asked to stub out their butt who refuse could be fined up to $50, but only by a public health officer. Businesses could be fined up to $200 after their third failure to stop smokers. Local governments could ban open-air smoking in city parks, or charge smokers with a misdemeanor criminal offense. 
Commodity NEWS

WRAL Segments Feature NC Commodities:  Show your support for NC agriculture by visiting WRAL's website to see this month's Local Dish segment.  This month the feature is NC Eggs.  We would like WRAL to receive as many hits as possible for their continued support of NC Agriculture so the Local Dish segments will continue. Go to www.wral.com/lifestyles/food/video/4682596/.
FDA to Delay Enhanced Feed Ban Rule:  The Food and Drug Administration will extend by 60 days the April 27 effective date of the agency's enhanced ban on high-risk cattle material in feed for all animals, according to industry sources.  The decision comes as the Obama administration reviews rules not yet in effect and considers extending the implementation dates by 60 days. In such cases, agencies also are directed to allow for an additional 30 days for public comment. 

U.S. Beef, Pork Exports Strong in January: Strong U.S. beef and pork exports in January defied predictions that sluggish global economies and volatile currencies would dampen them, according to the U.S. Meat Export Federation.  USDA data showed beef muscle cut exports jumped 13 percent in volume and 15 percent in value compared to January 2008.  January beef exports to Mexico, however, were down nearly 10 percent and shipments to Canada down 30 percent from a year ago, according to the CME Group's Daily Livestock Report. Those declines were offset by increasing exports to Asia, including strong sales to South Korea, which was closed to U.S. beef during the first half of 2008.  January total pork exports rose 6 percent in volume and 8 percent in value over January 2008. Pork muscle cut exports declined by 4 percent in volume compared to January 2008, but increased by 2 percent in value, while pork variety meat surged by 46 percent in volume and by 44 percent in value.  Increased pork exports to Mexico helped offset sharp reductions in pork exports to China and Russia compared to January, 2008.

Pesticide Ruling:  On January 7th, 2009, the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals handed down its decision in National Cotton Council vs. EPA, vacating EPA’s Final Rule -Application of Pesticides to Waters of the United States in Compliance with FIFRA (40 CFR 122). In the Final Rule, EPA interpreted the Clean Water Act to not require the NPDES permitting for pesticide application in certain circumstances.  The rule stated a permit was not required for application of pesticides directly into, over, or near waters of U.S. (e.g., application to forest canopy), provided the application is in compliance with relevant FIFRA requirements.  In these circumstances, EPA found that the pesticide application is not a discharge of "pollutant" as defined under the CWA because the pesticide is a useful product, not a "waste" when it is released from the application equipment.  The CWA definition of "pollutant" includes "chemical waste" and "biological material," but does not include any other terms that might apply to pesticides.  The Court agreed with EPA’s interpretation that not all pesticides are "pollutants" and that chemical pesticides become "chemical waste" and therefore "pollutant" only after they are "excess" or "residual" pesticides in the environment.  Nevertheless, the Court held that the plain language of the statute contradicts EPA’s other conclusions.  Specifically, the Court found that, under the plain language of the statute, (1) all biological pesticides are "biological material" and therefore "pollutant"; and (2) excess or residual chemical is discharged "from a point source" (the application equipment) even though it becomes "excess" or "residue" at some time after being released from the application equipment.  
Business NEWS

Poultry Production Gives Big Boost to Farm Incomes:  Poultry production is a key driver of rural economies, with counties that have plants generating average farm income that is almost three times that of non-poultry-producing counties, according to a new University of Georgia study.  Poultry counties also have double the net income per acre of non-poultry counties.  A new poultry complex adds costs to the community such as additional demands on roads, utilities and schools, but these are usually more than offset by new tax revenue and spending, the study said. 

Proposed Ethanol Plant in St. Pauls Moving Forward:  A Georgia-based company is moving forward with its plans to build an ethanol plant in northern Robeson County. But the project will come with a higher price tag.  St. Pauls Bio-Tek hopes to begin construction next month on the now $10 million project in the landfill in St. Pauls.
USDA NEWS  
Final Rule for Handling of Non-Ambulatory Cattle:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack  announced a final rule to amend the federal meat inspection regulations to require a complete ban on the slaughter of cattle that become non-ambulatory disabled after passing initial inspection by Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) inspection program personnel. The final rule amends the federal meat inspection regulations to require that all cattle that are non-ambulatory disabled ("downer") cattle at any time prior to slaughter at an official establishment, including those that become non-ambulatory disabled after passing ante-mortem inspection, be condemned and properly disposed of according to FSIS regulations. 
 E. Coli Cattle Vaccine is Conditionally Approved:  A vaccine that studies show reduces the incidence of E. coli 0157:H7 in cattle by 85 percent or more has received conditional approval, USDA announced.   USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service granted the vaccine, made by a Minnesota company, a conditional license, which may be converted to a full license in a year, after additional studies. 
Disaster Assistance for Producers:  The recently approved American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) allows producers to become eligible for 2008 disaster assistance authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill even if they did not previously obtain otherwise statutorily required crop insurance from the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 2008 by now paying a buy-in fee through May 18, 2009. Producers who have not already taken the necessary steps to become eligible for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP), and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) may now become eligible for such programs.

Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program:  The Farm Service Agency administers Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE), a new program authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill that begins in crop year 2009. Through ACRE, USDA offers producers an alternative to Direct and Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments. The ACRE alternative provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price. ACRE payments are made when both state- and farm-level triggers are met. By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments, receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan rates. ACRE sign-up dates will be announced soon, or a producer can choose to stay with DCP. A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program through the 2012 crop year.
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with Congressman McIntyre: On March 27, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Mike McIntyre at Allen Brothers Hunting Preserve in Bladenboro, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgForum with Congresswoman Virginia Foxx: On April 7, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congresswoman Virginia Foxx at Carolina Farm Credit in Statesville, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgForum with Congressman Larry Kissell: On April 8, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Larry Kissell at The NC Research Campus in Kannapolis, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgForum with Congressman Heath Shuler: On April 9, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Heath Shuler at The Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar.
The Kerr Lake Regional Water System will hold two public meetings on the system's request for an interbasin transfer from the source river basin of the Roanoke River to the receiving river basins of the Tar River, Fishing Creek, and the Neuse River. Tuesday, April 7 at 4 p.m., Vance Granville Community College, Civic Center - 200 Community House Rd., Henderson. Wednesday, April 8 at 4 p.m., Creedmoor City Hall, 111 Masonic St., Creedmoor.
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