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March 27, 2006


Washington NEWS        
Ag Committee Changes: Chairman Goodlatte of the U.S. House Agriculture Committee announced the new vice Chairman of the Committee, Rep. Richard Pombo, and the addition of Rep. Mike Sodrel to the Committee roster.

Immigration Reform: U.S. Representatives from North Carolina, including Patrick McHenry, Sue Myrick, Charles Taylor, Virginia Foxx and Walter Jones, were among the House members that sent a warning to U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter. Their message: We don't like what we're hearing about Senate proposals to legalize undocumented foreign workers already here. Specter chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee, which is considering more comprehensive immigration bills than was passed by the US House of Representatives, who passed a tough enforcement only bill.  According to Washington Insiders, the issue of guestworker programs and reform to Ag’s H2A program is getting a closer look as the Senate chamber gears up for an explosive debate on the issue this coming week and into early April.  Senate leadership, President Bush and the House of Representatives continue to say emphatically that amnesty is not on the table, nor is a program that would put existing illegals aliens in front of others who are seeking to legally enter America and work  within our legal guestworker program.
People in the News

SENTENCED: Former state senator John H. Carrington was sentenced Wednesday to a year of probation for illegally shipping law enforcement equipment to China. Carrington, 71, pleaded guilty last year, agreeing to pay an $850,000 fine and give up his exporting privileges for five years. Carrington is a primary shareholder and former president and chief executive officer of Sirchie Finger Print Laboratories, based in Franklin County. Federal laws prohibit shipment of such equipment to nations and territories with past human rights abuses, including Hong Kong and China. Federal authorities accused Carrington of deliberately violating those regulations by shipping products valued at $1.2 million to Hong Kong by way of a distributor in Italy. The fine levied against Carrington plus a $400,000 fine paid by Sirchie equaled the amount of the profits. Carrington, a Republican, unsuccessfully ran for lieutenant governor, Congress and secretary of state before winning a state Senate seat in 1994. He was re-elected until losing in a primary in 2004. 
Campaign NEWS

Black Probe: House Speaker Jim Black will face a criminal investigation into whether he or his campaign broke any state laws. The board did clear Black on Thursday of knowingly accepting what could possibly be  illegal contributions from the video poker industry, a bright spot for the beleaguered politician already involved in a federal grand jury and separate state investigations. However, the State Board of Elections did agree to ask the Wake County district attorney to investigate whether Black acted illegally by accepting incomplete checks from eye doctors or if he may have worked with an optometrist group to help forward similar checks to his allies. But lawyer Ken Bell said Black may immediately appeal the board's ruling to Wake County Superior Court. The probe into Black's fundraising started with a complaint about his ties to the video poker industry, but the elections board ultimately decided it was money he took from his fellow optometrists that raised the most concern.  The speaker and his attorneys argue Black, a 10-term Democrat from Mecklenburg County, didn't believe he acted illegally by accepting the optometrists' checks or failing to report that he gave them to colleagues. Such crimes would be misdemeanors in North Carolina. The board has already decided that Black's campaign erred and ordered it to forfeit $23,675, the amount of unlawful contributions investigators say the campaign took from businesses, the video poker industry and optometrists earlier this decade. Black's attorneys say the speaker will willingly return illegal video poker and corporate contributions of roughly $16,000. The Wake County District Attorney’s office is already investigating possible criminal conduct by Decker and M. Scott Edwards, a leader of the optometric society political action committee. The Wake County District Attorney Colon Willoughby  is also looking into apparent lobbying law violations by Meredith Norris, Black's ex-political director; Kevin Geddings, a Black appointment to the state lottery commission, and a former executive for lottery vendor Scientific Games. The elections board also asked Willoughby’s office on Thursday to start criminal inquiries into the political action committees of the North Carolina Amusement Machine Association and the N.C. State Optometric Society, along with nearly 20 people, most of whom testified before the board this week.

Split District: Although Pender County has dropped its redistricting lawsuit against the state, Commissioners David Williams and Steve Holland as well as former commissioner Dwight Strickland have agreed to pursue the lawsuit and will have to pay out-of-pocket for the legal fees.  

Dropping Out:  Lawyer and U.S. military veteran Tim Dunn said Tuesday he was dropping out of the Democratic primary campaign. Dunn said he was exiting because the campaign endangered his ability to meet his financial obligations to his family. In dropping out, Dunn endorsed the candidacy of Larry Kissell, a Montgomery County social studies teacher who is running a community-based campaign against four-term incumbent Robin Hayes, R-Concord. Democrat Mark Ortiz, an unsuccessful candidate in 2004, is also in the race for the May 2 primary. 
GOP INFIGHTING: Raleigh lawyer Joseph B. Cheshire warned the state Republican Party in a letter Monday that the organization should stop helping Rep. Richard Morgan's opponent - Joe Boylan - in the GOP primary in Moore County. According to Morgan’s attorney,  acting on their well-publicized desire to help Joe Boylan defeat Morgan is a violation of the state GOP's plan of organization. In November, the state GOP's executive committee authorized state party chairman Ferrell Blount "to further the Republican cause by lending aid and support to Republican primary opponents of Richard Morgan in any manner he sees as expedient and prudent." Bill Peaslee, the state GOP chief of staff, laughed at the letter. "We're not going to allow a Democrat attorney to come in and tell us what the Republican Party's plan of organization says," Peaslee said. State elections officials received copies of Cheshire's letter, which included a claim that the party's anti-Morgan resolution appeared to promote fundraising activities that would skirt campaign finance laws. Parties cannot accept campaign contributions with the understanding that they are to pass the money to a specific candidate. 
Commodity NEWS
Cut Tariffs:  The U.S. and the European Union agreed Wednesday to cut several tariffs for U.S. farm and industrial goods being exported to 10 countries that joined the EU in 2004.  The EU will reduce tariffs on some goods, such as chemicals and fish, and expand tariff quotas for other U.S. exports such as boneless ham, poultry and chocolate.  The changes will go into effect no later than July 1. 
Soybean Rust Update:  Rust has now been found on kudzu in 11 counties in Florida, 4 counties in Georgia, 5 counties in Alabama, and 1 county in Texas.  Most are in protected (from the weather) urban areas.   The closest find to Murphy, NC to date is in Montgomery County, Alabama, which is about 230 miles away.  The closest to Raleigh is in Brooks County, Georgia, which is about 445 miles away.

Ethanol Supplies:  Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman said Wednesday he expects there to be adequate ethanol supplies available for oil companies to use it as a replacement for the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether, or MTBE. 
Bird Flu in Israel, Jordan; Two Human Cases in Egypt:  Israel confirmed its first outbreak of the deadly H5N1 strain of bird flu.   Jordan announced today its first cases of avian flu in a few turkeys that died on a farm north of the capital Amman.  Egypt reported its second human case of bird flu, a man who worked on a chicken farm north of Cairo.  The man is recovering in a hospital after being admitted last week with a fever.  The country’s first known human case, a woman who died, was from the same province. 

Pork Export Numbers:  Pork export numbers for January were very strong - up 20.2% over the same period last year, up 50% over the same period since 2004, and up 70% over the same period since 2003.  Japan’s numbers were down slightly in January.  South Korea, a country where U.S. pork sales were weak just five years ago, is now our 3rd largest trading partner.  
USDA NEWS

Farmer Data Returned or Destroyed:  The USDA has assured Sen. Elizabeth Dole that data containing the tax identification and Social Security numbers of about 80,000 North Carolina tobacco farmers has either been returned to the Farm Service Agency or destroyed.  USDA said last month that it had inadvertently released the data on about 350,000 tobacco buyout participants in response to Freedom of Information Act requests about the buyout program. 

Business NEWS

Named: Brian Casey has been named president of the High Point International Home Furnishings Market Authority.  Casey, a 26-year veteran of the trade show industry, will start his new duties with the organization on April 18. 

Progress Sale: Colorado-based Level 3 Communications has bought Progress Energy's telecommunications unit for $137 million. 

New Jobs:  Innofa USA, a division of the Dutch company Innotex, said it planned to expand a textile plant in Reidsville to make fabric covering for mattresses and create 75 new jobs over three years. The company has asked local officials for a $5.5 million industrial revenue bond issue to build a larger plant. 

Port Rail: The N.C. State Ports Authority wants a rail line in Brunswick County now owned by the federal government. The acquisition would be part of larger efforts to build a major new seaport north of Southport. Ports CEO Tom Eagar told state lawmakers Thursday that talks have started with the Sunny Point Military Ocean Terminal, the military depot on the Cape Fear River that is served by the rail line.

Council News

Lee County Area Farmers.  The Council spoke this week at the Lee County Area Farmers meeting held in Sanford, NC at Tony’s Seafood. The organization, which is a member of the NC Agribusiness Council, was given a review of 2005 legislation that the Council had worked on, as well as a synopsis of pending legislation in the NC General Assembly and the US Congress.  If your organization would like a similar presentation, contact the Council.

Immigration 101. The NC Agribusiness Council hosted a short-course on pending legislation in the US Congress regarding the controversial issue of immigration reform.  Attendees were given a brief review of past immigration programs as well as a synopsis of pending legislation.

NY Times Article.  The Council was contacted by Eduardo Porter, a business reporter with the New York Times regarding a story he was writing on immigration reform.  The premise of his story was that a guestworker program – H2a – is available to farmers, but a majority of farmers don’t use it – why not? At his request, we arranged interviews with area farmers, including visits to some NC farms.  The resulting article was emailed to you this week, but if you would like a copy, contact the Council. 

AgForum with Congressman Etheridge.  The NC Agribusiness Council hosted an AgForum, dinner and discussion with Congressman Bob Etheridge this past Friday night at Horizon Cellars, just outside Siler City, NC.  The event was a complete sell-out and participants had an opportunity to express their concerns regarding pending legislation as well as discuss issues of importance to their Agribusiness operations.  Etheridge lead a very candid conversation regarding Washington politics and feasibility of various legislation currently being debated in Congress.

Mark Your Calendar
AgForum  with Congressman Miller. The NC Agribusiness Council is hosting an AgForum, dinner and discussion with Congressman Brad Miller. The event will be held at the Chatham Hill Winery in Morrisville, NC on April 18.  Tickets are $50 per person, which includes dinner.  Seats are limited/reservations are required. Please contact the Council if you are interested in participating.

AgForum  with Congressman McIntyre. The NC Agribusiness Council is also hosting an AgForum, dinner and discussion with Congressman Mike McIntyre. This event will take place at the Duplin Winery in Rose Hill, NC on May 1.  Tickets are $50 per person, which includes dinner.  Seats are limited/reservations are required. Please contact the Council if you are interested in participating.
The Joint Study Committee on Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Management Recovery will meet on Monday, March 27 at 2 p.m. at 643 Legislative Office Building.

The Division of Inland Fisheries will hold a media day to provide information about current and upcoming projects on Friday, March 31 at 9:30 a.m. Contact N.C. Division of Inland Fisheries, 919-707-0187.

Sediment & Erosion Control Workshop will be held on May 2 at the Sediment & Erosions Research & Education Facility in Raleigh, North Carolina. Contact Kathryn Murray at 919-515-7154 for details.
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