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ANIMAL HEALTH




Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Animal Health conducts business in 40 countries and employs about 2,700 people worldwide. Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., is headquartered in Greensboro, NC, and has a Research and Development facility in Larchwood, IA.  Our pet products are effective aids in preventing internal and external parasites and treating such ailments as arthritic pain and kidney, heart and allergic diseases.  For farm animals, we offer therapeutic products to treat parasitic and bacterial diseases and are consistently developing new vaccines to prevent diseases in livestock and farmed fish.  Specific needs of food producers in the area of farm bioprotection are met by providing innovative fly control products and services, as well. 

For more information, please visit http://www.ah.novartis.com.

Washington NEWS
600 Growers Comment in 2 Days on USDOL H2A Proposal: The comment period has closed for the proposed rule from USDOL to suspend the Final Rules for H2-A which took effect on January 17, 2009. In a joint effort between the NC Agribusiness Council and the NC Growers Association, staff quickly went to work on putting together a massive mailing to over 800 NC Farmers who were notified about USDOL's proposed rule to suspend the Final H2A rule (which was printed in the Federal Register on March 17).  And on March 26, over 600 letters written by farmers in just 2 days were taken to Washington DC and delivered to USDOL - comments which expressed growers opposition to the proposed suspension rule. And those letters were also copied to members of the NC Congressional delegation to make sure that those who were elected to represent NC citizens were aware of the devastating consequences of this abrupt action proposed by Secretary Hilda Solis. Members of Congress and Various Agricultural groups have also submitted comments to USDOL – which can be seen by going to the Briefing Room on www.ncagribusiness.com. NCAg will be closely monitoring this issue as we move further into the 2009 season. 
Subcommittee Examines Tobacco Production in America:  The House Agriculture Subcommittee on Rural Development, Biotechnology, Specialty Crops and Foreign Agriculture held a hearing to review tobacco production in the US. Congressman Mike McIntyre of North Carolina is Chairman of the Subcommittee. "Since colonial times tobacco has been an integral part of North Carolina and the South's economy. The hearing allowed the Subcommittee to hear from tobacco farmers about the transition tobacco production is going through today," said Chairman McIntyre. The Subcommittee heard testimony from agricultural economists and co-operative presidents on current proposals for increased regulation by the FDA, and the challenges tobacco farmers are facing given decreasing exports, increasing competition and the current state of the economy.
Hagan Opposes Farm Cuts in Obama Budget:  Opposed to the cuts in farm funding in President Obama’s FY2010 budget proposal, U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) joined with Senators Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) and Pat Roberts (R-KS) and a bipartisan group of her colleagues to send a letter to the leaders of the Senate Budget Committee urging them to reconsider the proposed cuts.   “I do not see the justification in reducing the help that many farmers depend on in this economic climate, and I joined with my colleagues to voice our concern to the leaders of the Budget Committee,” said Hagan.  

Specter Delivers Death Blow to Labor Union Bill:  Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) announced Tuesday he will oppose card check, giving an apparent death blow to the most important congressional issue to organized labor.  His opposition means Democrats can count on a maximum of 59 votes to move the bill forward, one short of the 60 required to clear Senate rules. Winning 59 votes would require Democrat Al Franken to win his contested election with Republican Norm Coleman. Democrats also would have to count on holding the rest of their votes, and several centrists have raised doubts about the bill. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) said Specter’s opposition does not mean the end of card check in this Congress. He also said he thinks other Republicans in the Senate might vote for the bill.  But no other Republican senators have signaled their support for the bill, and business has engaged in a fierce lobbying and public relations attack to prevent anyone from crossing the aisle to support it.
North Carolinians to Preserve Employee Choice:  North Carolinians to Preserve Employee Choice (NCPEC) is a coalition comprised of businesses, local chambers of commerce, business trade associations and local government organizations opposed to the Employee Free Choice Act (EFCA) – aka Card Check. The coalition keeps its members informed of EFCA related activities in the state and organizes and coordinates opportunities for coalition members to meet with the North Carolina Congressional Delegation to discuss local concerns with EFCA. Contact Andy Ellen at andye@ncrma.org or (919) 832-0811.
Legislative NEWS

NC House Panel Approves Ban on Smoking in Public:  A panel of North Carolina lawmakers has approved a measure banning smoking in bars, workplaces and other public locations after deciding police officers should issue citations to smokers who refuse to stub out their butts.  The measure approved by a House judiciary committee on Tuesday had initially said only a local health department official could cite smokers who ignore a request to put out a cigarette. The infraction includes a fine of up to $50. The proposal still says local health officials are the only people authorized to cite bars, restaurants or other employers who condone indoor smoking. Fine for that offense could reach $200.  The committee also decided against giving municipalities the option to make smoking in public places a misdemeanor.  The legislation now heads to the full House. 

Bill Gives Tax Credit to Textile and Furniture Industries:  Textile and furniture factories would receive the highest level of job and equipment investment tax credits no matter the North Carolina community where they locate under legislation filed by Rep. Jim Crawford, D-Granville. The bill would provide tax credits for those two troubled industries at the levels now given to companies locating or expanding in the state's poorest counties. 
Immigration NEWS

Rough Economy Sending Immigrants Packing:  The number of undocumented Hispanic/Latino immigrants has dropped by more than 1.5 million nationwide since August 2007, according to the national Center for Immigration Studies. In North Carolina, the estimated decline in that period is around 140,000 of the estimated 380,000 illegal immigrants in the state. Of that number, a little more than 3,000 immigrants were deported last year as part of the federal 287(g) immigration program. But the driving force behind the decline, the Latino community says, is, in part, the souring national and state economies. 
Drought NEWS

Drought Management:  The state Division of Water Resources notified 12 municipal water systems last week that their water-shortage response plans are insufficient to respond to the worst levels of drought and must be revised. A law approved last year requires that, if a system’s plan for reducing water use is deemed inadequate, the system must implement the state’s default water conservation measures within 10 days of an extreme drought declaration. No part of NC is currently under extreme drought conditions, so no water systems are now required to implement water-conservation measures. Eleven of the water systems that were sent rejection notices last week are in western North Carolina. Raleigh also saw its plan rejected. 

Commodity NEWS

Agriculture Leaders Plan Local Food Network:  Agricultural leaders from across the state met to discuss the future of the industry during a seminar at the N.C. Research Campus hosted by N.C. State University. Leaders said they think a state-supported, local food system would help slow the number of farms lost in North Carolina, which the USDA reported to be one in 5,000 in the last five years. The 23-member board of farmers, agribusiness leaders and government officials on the state’s Agriculture Advancement Consortium said N.C. growers face too much red tape, and that’s what prevents local farmers from selling fresh produce to local businesses. 
Blueberry Battle Brewing Over Pender Festival:  Legislation introduced last month that would make the annual N.C. Blueberry Festival in Pender County the state’s official blueberry festival is generating opposition from some Bladen County farmers, who claim their county is the top blueberry producer in the state and home to North Carolina’s oldest festival. The bill passed its first reading and has been referred to the House Agriculture Committee, where it won’t be heard until its primary sponsor, Rep. Sandra Spaulding Hughes, D-New Hanover, gives the go-ahead.  
Dairy Farms Are Drying Up Across the State: As consumers bargain-hunt for milk under $2.50 a gallon, farmers are trucking cattle to slaughter, selling land for cash and trying to renegotiate loans with banks. Several dozen dairy farms in North Carolina are expected to go under this year, accelerating a 50-year trend of the dwindling dairy farm.  After wholesale milk prices in the Southeast peaked at $2.01 a gallon last year, prices have been in a free fall this year since December and this spring prices are expected to hit the lowest point in three decades. Prices are expected to rebound later this year, as farmers slaughter their livestock to bring down milk supplies, but the turnaround won't start until this summer. 
U.S. Meat Demand Is Up:  Demand for both beef and pork from December through February was higher than during the same period a year ago, according to livestock analysts Steve Meyer and Steiner Consulting Group. The analysts cited demand indexes recently released by University of Missouri agricultural economist Glenn Grimes showing "consumer level" beef and pork demand were up 3.4% and 1.6 %, respectively. The indexes do not separate retail and foodservice. While consumer demand is holding up, fed cattle and live hog demand aren't faring as well, with the former falling 7.1%  short of year-ago levels and the latter declining by 1.5%.
Business NEWS

Golden LEAF Grants:  The Golden LEAF Foundation announced Friday that it will provide $3.5 million in grants for non-profits that develop short-term programs giving workers new skills. Foundation president Dan Gerlach said there is a need for workers in industries such as sheet metal fabrication and weatherization. The Rocky Mount-based foundation has made more than 700 grants worth $370 million.
USDA NEWS  
USDA Says Broiler Production to Decline 3 Percent in 2009:  USDA earlier this week revised downward its estimate for 2009 broiler production to 35.8 billion pounds, a decline of 3.1 percent from a year earlier, after fewer birds were slaughtered in January.   Broiler meat production for January was 2.87 billion pounds, down 11.3 percent from the previous year, USDA said.  The agency expects lower production for February and March as well, estimating first-quarter production will fall 5.7 percent to 8.63 billion pounds from the same period a year ago. 
USDA Announcement of Dairy Purchases: USDA plans to purchase about 200 million pounds of nonfat dry milk for domestic feeding programs, offering relief to dairy farmers and low income families challenged by tough economic times.  In January, a bipartisan group of 36 Members of Congress sent a letter encouraging Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack to use USDA authority to make dairy purchases for feeding programs. The Members expressed concern for dairy farmers who are faced with milk prices 25 percent lower than last year and feed prices 15 percent higher. They also highlighted that a record number of Americans, more than 31 million people, qualified for benefits under the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program at the end of 2008.
Mark Your Calendar
AgForum with Congresswoman Virginia Foxx: On April 7, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congresswoman Virginia Foxx at Carolina Farm Credit in Statesville, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgForum with Congressman Heath Shuler: On April 9, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Heath Shuler at The Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar. 
The Pork Checkoff is offering the 2009 Pork Management Conference, Your Pork Industry Investment, May 6-8 in Fort Myers, Fla. A registration form and a detailed list of events is available on www.pork.org.
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